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VIEWS.

MEDICAL PRACTICE IN
RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS.

A Manual for Medical Officers and Others.
By F. G. HOBSON, D.S.O., D.M., F.R.C.P.,

Physician to the Radcliffe Infirmary,
Oxford. Pp. 284. Oxford University
Press, London. 1938. Price 10/6.
A book on Medical Practice in Residen-

tial Schools is an urgent need, and Dr.
Hobson has addressed himself to this task
realising the difficulties. He sums up
organisation of medical and nursing arrange-
ments in the first few chapters, and he
looks forward to the time when the school
doctor will have a training to fit him for this
post.
By far the greater part of this book deals

with infectious disease at school, and there
is no doubt that the guiding principle has
been one of "safety first". Dr. Hobson's
view on streptococcal infections are well
known to all those who have read his paper
on "What is Scarlet Fever for the Clini-
cian?" A sixth of the book is taken up in
an elaboration of views which are given
with a mixture of dogma and scepticism.
The author states that "While it is possible

by strict scientific analysis and criticism to
destroy the claims for the general employ-
ment of erythrogenic toxin as an immuniz-
ing agent, and anti-erythrogenotoxic serum
as a therapeutic agent, yet a tantalizing
measure of clinical success has apparently
been realized by both procedures". Why
this success should be tantalizing it is diffi-
cult to understand. Perhaps what is more
difficult to understand is the omission of any
reference to Dick's work on the active
immunization against scarlet fever. His
conclusion is that the strict isolation of the
infected individuals, i.e. those with acute
tonsillitis, a ruthless search for all carriers
and sub-clinical cases, and the strict applica-
tion of all such measures as will reduce the
opportunity of close individual contact, are
procedures the importance of which cannot
be over estimated. This is a council of per-
fection and one doubts whether its applica-
tion is a practical method in any school.
One cannot agree that the statement that
"the infectivity continues so long as the
prevalent or causal organism can be re-
covered from the fauces, assuming that steps

have been taken to procure precise identifi-
cation." These dogmatic statements are
contrary to the author's views about the
use of serum and chemotherapy, etc., which
he regards as problems pregnant with possi-
bilities awaiting the examination and solu-
tion of clinical science.
The other infectious diseases are dealt

with much more briefly, but nevertheless
thoroughly. The avoidance of complica-
tions by adequate bed spacing or barrier
nursing is stressed. Many will disagree that
early paracentesis of the tympanum for
otitis media in measles is of the first im-
portance. Every school doctor will agree
with the sentence ending the chapters on
measles and whooping cough, that "a well-
conducted epidemic with a minimum of
complications is ample reward for the dis-
organisation of normal routine and the
expense which may be incurred". All the
infectious fevers, including Vincent's angina,
glandular fever, undulating fever, epidemic
myalgia, have been considered.
Every practitioner in charge of school

communities will welcome this book and will
get much useful information out of it; and
if schoolmasters read it, they will under-
stand the enormous responsibilities and
delicate decisions which a school doctor has
to take.

TREATMENT IN GENERAL
PRACTICE, VOLS. I and II.

(Second edition.)
The management of some major medical

disorders. Second edition.
Vol. I pp. 259. Articles reprinted from the

British Medical Journal.
Vol. II pp. 436 + xii. Price 10/6 each

volume.
The second edition of these two volumes

is very welcome and has been thoroughly
revised. As an example of this a considera-
tion of Prontosil and its application to
streptococcal infections is included.
These volumes are well known, used by

very many practitioners in the course of
their work, probably represent the most
easily accessible form of information so far
as treatment goes and each article is written
by an expert so that the information pro-
vided is thoroughly up-to-date.
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