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REVEWS.

NEUROLOGY.
By RoY R. GRINKER, M.D. Second Editiori,

pp. x + 1000, 406 figs. Bailliere, Tindall
& Cox, London. 1938. Price 38/-.
The appearance within the short space of

three and a-half years of a second edition of
a full-size text-book is somewhat of a novelty.
Dr. Grinker has incorporated a good deal
of new data without increasing the size of
the book by more than twenty pages. Added
material includes, amongst other subjects,
references to the cerebral action currents and
the use of electroencephalography; new
information on virus diseases of the nervous
system; the treatment of myasthenia gravis;
and a section on the diagnosis and localiza-
tion of cerebral tumours. Grinker's book
aims at presenting neurology as a fragment
of biology; therein lie, of course, both its
merits and its faults. The idea of treating
the nervous system from the angles of com-
parative morphology, anatomy, embryology,
physiology and pathology, as well as from
a clinical slant is a commendable one. How-
ever, it so happens that text-books of
neurology are bought and sought chiefly by
students with clinical proclivities. Such are
bound to be disappointed at finding so bulky
a tome, relatively so uninformative. Perhaps
also the student, if not too distracted by utili-
tarian urges to study mere matters of prosody,
will be startled, irritated and even exasper-
ated by evidences of careless writing, and
other stylistic crimes. It is unlikely that this
work will ever find much favour amongst
British readers, or in any way supplant its
various formidable rivals.

AIDS TO BACTERIOLOGY.
(Sixth Edition).

By WILLIAM PARTRIDGE, F.I.C. Revised
by H. W. SCOTT-WILSON, B.Sc., B.M.,
B.Ch. Pp. viii + 300. Bailli6re,
Tindall & Cox. London. 1938. Price
5/-.
In its passage through six editions, this

little pocket book has progressed from an
"aide memoire " to the bald outlines of an
infant science to an admirable precis of the
theory and practice of Bacteriology in the
present year of grace; and as such it can be

confidently recommended as well to the
student revising his work prior to examina-
tion, as to the post-graduate undergoing a
refresher course.
The volume is comprehensive in its scope,

and includes notes upon the matters out-
side the realm of bacteriology proper, such
as protozoa, filterable viruses, diseases of
plants, canine hysteria, and the pathogenic
yeasts and moulds.

Nine of the twenty-four chapters into
which the book is divided are devoted to
brief but adequate descriptions of the chief
pathogenic bacteria, their biology, cultural
characters, methods for their isolation and
detection, and methods for recognition of
their presence in the human tissues. Of
these, the section (some half a dozen pages)
devoted to the classification and differentia-
tion of the Streptococcus group stands out
as a model of clarity.

Public Health Bacteriology-that is to
say, the bacteriology of air, water, food and
sewage-occupies four chapters which have
been completely revised and brought up to
date, in doing which the various specialised
reports published by the Ministry of Health,
the Medical Research Council, and the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, and
other bodies have been freely drawn upon,
and specifically referred to. These chapters
present an excellent synopsis of methods in
general use, and wherever possible,
standards of purity either of general accep-
tance or still only tentative, are set out, so
that if only for this section, this little
volume may well find its own niche upon
the table of the Medical Officer of Health.
An excellent fourteen page index adds to

the utility of the book.

CLIMATE AND
ACCLIMATIZATION.

By Sir ALDO CASTELLANI, K.C.M.G.,
D.S.C., M.D., F.R.C.P., &c. Pp. 198.
Second Edition. John Bale, Sons &
Cumow, Ltd. London. 1938. Price
10/-.
The author in his preface to the second

edition emphasizes that this book does not
aim at being an exhaustive work on accli-
matization but is " merely a collection of

copyright.
 on M

ay 23, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.15.159.29-a on 1 January 1939. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

