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REVIEWS.

MAJOR ENDOCRINE
DISORDERS.

By S. LEVy SImPSON, M.A., M.D. John
Bale Medical Publications, Ltd. London,
1938. Price 10/6.
Dr. Levy Simpson has laid the profession

under a debt of gratitude for the presenta-
tion of this small monograph on Major
Endocrine Disorders and we are sure that it
will be welcomed by a host of colleagues.
An enormous amount of clinical and

experimental evidence of the function and
inter-relationship of the various ductless
glands has accumulated, so much indeed,
that the subject of endocrinology is fast
becoming so complex that for the ordinary
student of medicine it is well nigh incom-
prehensible. Gone are the days of the
clear-cut pictures of hypo- and hyper-
thyroidism when this gland was the only
one about which anything was really known
and when the diagnosis of an endocrine dis-
order was comparatively simple and
straightforward.

It was high time that someone attempted
the unravelling of this complex story and
should present the facts as established in a
succinct form to the medical practitioner.
This, in our opinion, Dr. Levy Simpson
has done most admirably in the book under
review. The physiology, the known patho-
logical processes with the resultant symp-
tomatology and the appropriate treatment
for remedying the defects of the various
ductless glands, and the benefits to be
expected therefrom, are all discussed
seriatim. The complex pictures and the
uncertainties in diagnosis which arise on
account of the interaction between the
various members of this set of organs are
fully set forth and the proper line of investi-
gation in these circumstances is clearly
defined. The up-to-dateness of the subject
matter is revealed by the discussion of the
important recent clinical and pathological
evidence of hyperactivity of the Islands of
Langerhans-so-called hyperinsulism, while
at the same time, under the heading of the
gonads, that age-long question of the cause
and treatment of the menopause receives
full and helpful consideration.

The text is accompanied by good illustra-
tions of examples of some of the most typical
clinical pictures and of pathological
specimens, and, as an appendix, there is a
useful table of efficient endocrine prepara-
tions with their strength and the names of
the makers.

THE BRITISH ENCYCLOPEDIA
OF MEDICAL PRACTICE.

(Vol. 8.)
Leukmemia to Mucous Colic.

Edited by Sir Humphry Rolleston.
Butterworth & Co., London, 1938.
Price 35/-.
This is a most valuable volume of the

series containing as it does most compre-
hensive articles on such important subjects as
leukwemia, diseases of the liver, diseases of
the lungs and mediastinum, the medico-
legal aspects of medicine under the headings
of the medical witness, medico-legal exam-
inations and reports and the legal aspects
of insanity as well as the discussion of
mental deficiency and the role of heredity
in mental disease. These various subjects
are so fully dealt with that they alone con-
sume about one-half of the printed matter.

In addition there is a very full and well
illustrated chapter on malaria, a good
description of that group of metabolic dis-
orders called the Lipoideses which embraces
Gaucher's disease, Niemann-Pick disease
and the Schiiller-Christian syndrome.
Measles is also very fully dealt with, as is
appropriate in view of the importance of this
malady as a source of illness in childhood
and of the recent work on its prophylaxis.
Mention should also be made of an interest-
ing and instructive discussion of that
abstruse subject metabolism, its measure-
ment and the significance of abnormalities
of the process.

This volume maintains the high standard
set by its predecessors; the type is pleasing
and the printing good, the illustrations are
excellently reproduced, and with the very
full index, the alphabetical arrangement of
the various subjects and the system of
cross references little difficulty is experienced
in quickly finding any subject on which
information is desired.
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