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REVIEWS.
THE BRITISH ENCYCLOPEDIA

OF MEDICAL PRACTICE.
Vol. 1 (Abdominal Pain to Appendicitis);

Vol. 2 (Apraxia to Carriers in Infective
Diseases); Vol. 3 (Cataract to Diaphragm
Diseases); Vol. 4 (Diarrhoea to Endoscopy
of the Rectum).

Edited by SIR HUMPHRY ROLLESTON, Bt.,
G.C.V.O., &c. Messrs. Butterworth &
Co. 1936 & 1937. Price 35/- per volume.
These first four volumes of this British

Encyclopaedia reveal the place which the
work is destined to occupy in medical litera-
ture. In spite of the fact that the Editor-
in-Chief was Sir Humphry Rolleston, who
had seen our most comprehensive System of
Medicine through the press, one's first
reaction on considering the proposal when
it was launched was that the field to be
traversed was too vast, and the team of
authors necessary to do the work too large,
for a proper perspective to be obtained.
One also had the fear that if the whole
gamut of medicine and the specialities were
to be reviewed, such only could be done in
a somewhat cursory fashion if the work
was to be kept within reasonable limits.
However, a survey of these first four
volumes shows how unfounded had been
one's misgivings.
The various topics have been treated by

many of the best known exponents, such
well known authorities as Mr. Lionel
Colledge, Sir Stewart Duke-Elder, Mr.
Tudor Edwards, Mr. Eardley Holland, Sir
Arthur Hurst, Dr. Robt. Hutchison, Mr.
Clifford Morson, Sir Leonard Rogers, Sir
Bernard Spilsbury, Prof. M. J. Stewart,
Prof. Grey Turner, Dr. F. M. R. Walshe
and Sir David Wilkie being among the band
of contributors. Space has been saved by
limiting attention to present-day concep-
tions and methods concerning the nature
and treatment of disease. This, indeed, is
to us the outstanding feature of the work.
All history and unnecessary padding are
omitted; only what is essential for the
understanding of the diseased process, its
diagnosis and treatment, being recorded.
This does not mean that there is an absence
of important details, for even in the case
of operative procedures the descriptions by

word and diagram are sufficiently minute to
enable one to carry out the appropriate
manipulations. In short, the finished work
will be a complete library of monographs
covering the whole field of medicine.
The Publishers are also to be congratulated

on their share in the work. Each volume is of
comfortable size, the binding is durable and
suitable for constant use, the paper is good,
the type pleasing and the illustrations well
reproduced. The various articles are intro-
duced by a full contents, each sub-section
by heavy type and the substance of the
individual paragraphs is indicated by mar-
ginal notes printed in italics; there is an
ingenious system of cross references and a
very full and detailed index to each volume
which all makes for ready reference.
The importance of this publication to the

general practitioner, in fact to all medical
men whatever their sphere of activity, will
be apparent from what we have written
regarding the scope and method of treat-
ment of the contents. One specially im-
portant feature of the work to all sub-
scribers is the intention of the Publishers to
issue periodically a supplementary volume
which will contain the important additions
to our knowledge since the completion of
the original set, indexed in a special manner
for easy reference. Each succeeding
supplementary volume will contain not only
the most recent advances, but will repeat
what had already appeared in its immediate
predecessor, so that consultation of the
original set and one supplementary volume
(the latest) will alone be necessary to keep
abreast of the times.

ANTENATAL AND
POSTNATAL CARE.

Second Edition. By FRANCIS J. BROWNE,
M.D., D.Sc., F.R.C.S.(Ed.), F.C.O.G.,
Prof. of Obstetrics, University of London,
Director of the Obstetric Unit, University
College Hospital. London. J. and A.
Churchill. 1937. Pp. 588. Price 18/-.
There can be no better recommendation

of a text book than the early necessity for
a new edition. That this would happen in
the case of Prof. Browne's "Antenatal and
Postnatal Care" will come as no surprise to
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many who welcomed the first edition as a
contribution to obstetric literature of the
first importance.
The preparation of the new edition has

enabled the author to carry out a general
revision and to add certain new matter, but
the book is substantially the same as before.

In nearly six hundred pages, it is obvious
that antenatal care can be approached from
the widest possible angle and the book
covers, quite rightly, a considerable propor-
tion of the whole subject of obstetrics.
Everything that has a bearing on the main-
tenance of uneventful pregnancy, labour
and puerperium and on the abnormalities
which may be found during pregnancy are
dealt with clearly and in detail.

In a very short time, this book has earned
for itself a unique position. It should be in
the hands of every student of midwifery,
whether qualified or unqualified and, par-
ticularly, it should be found on the desk of
every public health medical officer respon-
sible for antenatal work. Its careful and
regular study will do much to neutralize the
dangers of antenatal officers who know no
midwifery.

WHAT IS WRONG WITH
BRITISH DIET?

By HARRY CAMPBELL, M.D. William
Heinemann, Ltd. London. 1936.
Price 10/6.
The special thesis of Dr. Harry

Campbell's book is that diet, for men,
women and children, and especially for
children, must be not only nutritionally
efficient but must possess also a form or
character which compels active and even
energetic mastication. On such mastica-
tion depends satisfactory development of
the jaws and adequate expansion of the
naso-pharyngeal spaces. The contrast it
is claimed is seen only too frequently.
With the soft pappy food and cooked
vegetables so abundantly supplied in early
years go imperfect jaw development,
crowding of the teeth, nasal obstructions
and adenoid and tonsillar growths.
Further, such foods as well-baked crusty
bread, raw vegetables and fruits, as apples
and the rest, not only call for biting and
chewing but they keep the mouth and teeth
clean, as compared with soft pulpy and

especially saccharine substances which leave
on and between the teeth materials that are
responsible for pyorrhcea and dental caries.

This statement is but a rough outline of
Dr. Campbell's argument, which is sustained
by physiological considerations and clinical
studies, and is presented in a lucid and
appealing fashion. The practical significance
of the claim is obviously of the highest
importance and its appeal is alike to doctors,
to dentists and to parents. Much is being
written and spoken about diet at the present
date but Dr. Campbell's contribution has an
emphasis which is not recognized elsewhere.
It has engaged his attention over many years
and we venture to press it on the considera-
tion of our readers.

PRINCIPLES OF MEDICAL
STATISTICS.

By BRADFORD HILL, D.Sc., Ph.D. The
Lancet. 1937. Price 6/-.
The Editor of The Lancet has placed all

seekers after truth under a debt of grati-
tude for having constrained upon Dr. Brad-
ford Hill to issue in book form the series
of articles on "The Principles of Medical
Statistics" which were specially written for
that journal and which appeared at
weekly intervals during the first four
months of this year.
There is no more difficult problem in

biology than to draw the correct conclu-
sions from observations on man. This is
of course because of the varying conditions
under which different individuals are placed.
In our observations on man, age, sex,
heredity and environment, and other factors
as well, all influence the reactions of our
subjects either to any pathological process
or to any remedial measures which may be
employed. And it is because this volume
reveals in how many unexpected directions
vitiating factors are introduced and because
it contains so much sound advice regarding
the planning of any clinical experiment to
avoid these pitfalls, that we would recom-
mend all clinicians to read and to re-read it
and to retain it as a ready book of reference.
It is teeming with examples from the litera-
ture of false or unwarranted conclusions
from insufficient premises or faulty group-
ing of test cases and controls, and it des-
cribes how our figures should be analysed.
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