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SYNOPSIS OF DIGESTIVE
DISEASES.

By JOHN L. KANTOR, Ph.D., M.D. Pp. 302.
Henry Kimpton. London. 1937. Price
15/-.
It would appear that a book on any

scientific subject may be written with one of
two objects: either to present a complete
and exhaustive account of the matter under
consideration, or to give the author's per-
sonal experience and views upon it. Which-
ever object the author may have in view it
is a laudable one, and the book which
materialises may be of the utmost value. It
is only by personal experience, and the
record, analysis and collation of that experi-
ence that progress can be made; but subse-
quent systematization must follow. In
spite, however, of the obvious desirability
of both lines of approach there are certain
disadvantages inherent in them.

In attempting to set forth all that is known
about any subject a wide knowledge of the
literature is, in these days, essential, and
now many text-books appear to be little more
than a demonstration of the author's
extensive reading. Opinions and observa-
tions are quoted without any attempt at a
critical assessment of their value, and a large
part of the book is occupied by a list of
authors, papers and books consulted. The
writer, on the other hand, who attempts to
give his personal impressions need quote
few, if any, authorities, and need not enlarge
his volume by references to the literature:
but, unless he is very careful, he runs a big
risk of over-emphasizing those matters which
particularly interest himself, and neglecting
others which do not interest him so much
even though they are of importance to the
subject.
The Synopsis of Digestive Diseases falls

into the latter class of books. Dr. Kantor
sets out to give the reader a synopsis of his
experience (obviously a very wide one) of
disorders and diseases of the digestive sys-
tem. One of the first thoughts that arise in
looking at the volume is that an attempt to
condense an account of so large a subject
into the limits of three hundred pages is, at
least, ambitious. There are, of course,
synopses in existence which are even more
condensed, but these are written with tele-
graphic brevity, and are obviously intended
to present no more than headings which

recall to the reader's mind all that know-
ledge which he possesses but may not, at the
moment, be able to recollect. The Synopsis
of Digestive Diseases does more than that,
yet often does not go far enough for a text-
book.
The book does not open up any new

ground, but follows the well-worn track of
previous authors; in fact it is to be regretted
that no mention is made, for instance, of
the recent work of the Danish School on
the treatment of gastric ulcer and its com-
plications. Elsewhere certain methods of
treatment are ignored, and no mention is
made of valuable diagnostic points. That
all, or any, of the views expressed by an
author are not generally accepted is not
necessarily a defect, but it must usually be
a defect that widely held views are passed
over without mention. There can be no
doubt that for a synopsis personal experience
is inadequate; for that purpose a complete
review of the subject should be made.
So far as it goes the book is readable and

interesting (though it should be made a penal
offence to use such a word as " dieto-
therapy," p. 165) but here and there a state-
ment sounds peculiar. For example, the
method of differentiating anomalies from
diseases seems to break down in the case of
the commonest disease of the stomach. It
is typical of gastric ulcer that periods with-
out symptoms alternate with others during
which symptoms are prominent. The state-
ment, too, that " the cause " of a cyst
" depends on the type " is to put the cart
before the horse. The book would make an
admirable basis for a larger and more
comprehensive work.
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Edited bv C. W. BUCKLEY, M.D. H. K.
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A welcome feature of these Reports is the

attention given to methods of treatment, and
the present volume (No. III) continues in
this respect the tradition established by its
predecessors. Positive therapeutic results are
of course particularly pleasing, but not less
important are researches which show that
asserted claims are ill-founded or have a field
of only restricted usefulness. In the present
volume the critical spirit is decidedly in
evidence; all the more gratifying is it
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