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In conclusion, Dr. Kerr mentioned some recent changes in medical practice
which he regarded as unfortunate. Among these he included reliance on X-ray
examinations as short-cuts to diagnosis, without a thorough investigation of
the history of the case and a complete physical examination. He also disapproved
of the displacement of prescriptions by the indiscriminate use of the products of
the manufacturing chemists, and he considered that vitamins were too often pre-
scribed in concentrated form rather than in a good mixed diet as nature presents
them to us.

Dr. George F. Whyte was elected President of the Association for session
I936-37.
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This series of 35 articles by well-known
oontributors represents a reprint in book
form of articles which have already
appeared in the "British Medical Journal."
The articles are divided into three main
groups, under the headings of respiratory
and cardio-vascular diseases, and specific
fevers. The subject matter is clearly set
out, and in a rather dogmatic form which
may be useful to the senior student or
newly qualified practitioner, but many im-
portant lines of treatment do not receive
mention ; to have to limit the curative
treatment of influenza to under three pages,
as in the opening article, necessarily makes
its description extremely brief. Useful
lines of modern treatment are incorporated
in some of the articles, especially those
dealing with specific fevers, but in the main
the material is such as has already found
its way into many modern text-books of
medicine: so that it is difficult to see
the advantage of this special collection of
articles.

STUDIES ON THE HEALING
OF FRACTURES, with Special
Reference to the Significance of the

Vitamin Content of the Diet.
By JOHN HERTZ, M. D., Assistant Surgeon,
Department C, Surgical University
Hospital, Copenhagen. Lewin & Munks-
gaard, Copenhagen; Humphrey Milford,
Oxford University Press, London. 1936.
pp. 286, figs. 82. Price 15/- net. (Trans.
by Hans Andersen, M.D.).

The occurrence of delayed union, as well
as the less frequent non-union of fractures,
is a matter of practical interest to all sur-
geons engaged in active work. In cases
where the cause is not far to seek the
indications for treatment are correspond-
ingly clear. But all surgical practitioners
sooner or later meet with cases in which
the causes are obscure. For that reason
the findings which Dr. Hertz has just
published will be read with interest.

Starting with the premise " that the
vitamin content of the food affects in a
greater or lesser degree the bones and the
process of osteogenesis " the idea sug-
gested itself to him " that the process of
osseous regeneration, including the healing
of fractures, may also be influenced by the
vitamin oontent of the food." In order to
investigate* that question experimental
studies were carried out on guinea pigs and
on rats. The process of healing in animals
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kept on a normal diet was studied to begin
with, and the effects, if any, of experimental
dieting on the same classes of animals were
compared with the findings in the controls.
The study included the clinical features,
followed by the histological examination
of the fractures. The findings obtained by
Dr. Hertz are set forth in the present
volume.

The work has been systematically carried
out. To begin with, the author made a
historical survey of the work of other in-
vestigators on deficiency of Vitamins A, B
and C, and on the administration of Vitamin
D preparations; also on scurvy and on
rickets. This review of the work of earlier
investigators shows evidence of wide study,
and their resulits are well summarized on
p. 35. The drawbacks of working with
compound fractures, the avoidance of post-
fracture traumatisms, and the author's
selection of the fibula for his experiments
are next considered; and the production of
simple fracture of that bone by a special
forceps is fully described. In the next
chapter an account of the Hansen-
Haggqvist syncytial theory is given for the
convenience of the reader, because the
author's conception is quite in agreement
with that theory and his nomenclature
corresponds with it. The succeeding
chapters set forth the author's findings, the
text being illustrated by many plates.
These findings occupy nearly 200 pages,
and are followed by the conclusions which
Dr. Hertz has arrived at as regards vitamin
deficiency.

Dr. Hertz has done an excellent piece of
work and his study as now set forth de-
serves careful attention. It is based on the
observation of facts and is a distinct oon-
tribution to surgical pathology. His con-
clusions should be borne in mind by all who
may have to deal with the troublesome con-
dition of non-union of fractures. It will be
of the greatest interest to learn how far his
conclusions will come to be supported by
clinical tests in man.

The printing of the text and illustrations
is clear. The volume reflects credit on
printer and publisher, and is one which no
surgeon can afford to ignore.

TREATMENT OF FRACTURES
IN GENERAL PRACTICE.
Vol. I (Second Edition) and Vol. II.

By W. H. OGILVIE, M.D., M.CH.,
F.R.C.S. John Bale Sons and Danielsson.
1936. Price 2s. 6d. each volume.

The author gives a practical discourse
on the treatment of fractures in the com-
pass of 180 pages divided into two volumes.
Volume I is divided into two parts. In
part I the general principles of fracture
treatment are discussed and in part II
the treatment of fractures of the upper
limbs and limb-girdle is described.
Volume I I is likewise divided into two
parts. In part I the treatment of fractures
of the lower limbs and limb-girdle is des-
cribed and part II is devoted to the treat-
ment of fractures of the spine and thorax.

The book is well illustrated in order to
elucidate points in the text. It is recom-
mended to those practitioners who desire
a quick resume of the modern methods
employed in the treatment of fractures.

A PREFACE TO NERVOUS
DISEASE.

By STANLEY COBB, A. B., M. D. Bailli6re,
Tindall & Cox. 1936. Price 13/6.

Any work at the hands of one of
America's most distinguished neurologists
demands attention. This small volume
aims at introducing to students of medi-
cine-of all ages-something of the
mechanism of the antonomic and vegeta-
tive nervous systems. With this object
Professor Stanley Cobb reviews many of the
more salient and less controversial points
in neurological anatomy, physiology and
pathology. Clinical matters are touched upon
only lightly. Unquestionably the work is
a very sound one, but we feel it will not
appeal strongly to British readers. We
doubt whether it is sufficiently stimulating
to capture the interest of the jaded student,
or to tempt 'him into deeper exploration of
neurological problems. Moreover, the
phraseology tends to jar upon the ears-or
eyes-of the fastidious.
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