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REVIEWS.

PATIENT AND DOCTOR.

By SIR HENRY B. BRACKENBURY, LL.D.,
M.D. Messrs. Hodder & Stoughton.
1935. Price 5/-.
Although this book is primarily intended

for the patient (and by whom we hope it
will be very widely read) it should be
perused by every medical man not only
because he will learn what the layman
ought to know about disease and his doctor,
but also because he will receive much sound
advice concerning the proper attitude he
should adopt towards his patients and their
troubles. Without doubt Sir Henry
Brackenbury has placed his professional
brethren un(der a debt of gratitude by per-
forming a difficult and much needed work
and from which the profession at large will
earn no little reflected glory.

Within the compass of 280 pages Sir
Henry Brackenbury discusses practically
every aspect of the profession of medicine,
its nature, its function and its practice.
There is a very good summary of the origin
and progress of medicine from earliest
times, a most excellent chapter on the
nature and catholicity of the medicine of
to-day and how it has taken advantage of
all that science has to offer, a full discus-
sion of the relation between patieht and
doctor and the doctor and the State, of
the duties of the family doctor, of the place
of the hospital in the relief of sickness and
finally of that difficult subject-the ever-
increasing overlapping of the work of the
family doctor and of the M.O.H.

One most interesting and salutary chap-
ter deals with the activities of the trained
assistants of the doctor-the pharmacist, the
nurse and the midwife. The optician, the
chiropodist, the manipulative surgeon and
the osteopath also receive mention. We
cannot recall a more illuminating or saner
exposition of the claims made by the mem-
bers of these various cults, or of the far-
reaching effects on the public health which
would ensue, if these unqualified practi-
tioners had their own way. The book
concludes with a chapter on the future of
medicine, the directions in which advances
in knowledge will probably be made and
in which the activities and relationships of

the medical man will be modified. We must
also remark on the ease and clearness of the
literary style of the work and on a remark-
able absence of all ambiguity of meaning,
which renders the volume particularly suit-
able for the purpose for which it was
composed.

The medical profession has long known
Sir Henry Brackenbury through his work
for the British Medical Association as a man
of affairs and now he appears in the new
r6les of philosopher and prophet.

A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK OF
MIDWIFERY & GYNECOLOGY.
By W. F. T. HAULTAIN AND C. KENNEDY.

E. & S. Livingstone. 1935. Price 15/-.
This popular work has been largely re-

written and the second edition includes
most of the recent advances in the subjects
of obstetrics and gynecology. The subject
matter is arranged on conventional lines
and of necessity suffers from the degree of
abbreviation necessary to conform to the
handbook series. It is essentially practical
and should prove of great value to the
student who is revising his work especi-
ally for examination purposes. The condi-
tion of chronic endometritis-the student's
cause of all pelvic ailments-is perhaps
overstressed as a separate entity, but on
the whole the subject matter is well
balanced and contains no grossly unortho-
dox views. A short, though useful
chapter on infant feeding is included and
the essentials of the ordinary gyneco-
logical operations are portrayed. Alto-
gether the book constitutes a sound
reliable guide for the student.

STERILIZATION.
A Christian Approach.

By Rev. J. P. HINTON, B.A., and
JOSEPHINE E. CALCUTT, B.A. George
Allen & Unwin, Ltd. 1935. Price 5/-.
Of the making of books on sterilization

there would seem to be no end. This last
one which has come under our notice has
the sub-title "A Christian Approach," but
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