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Catechism Series.
PHYSIOLOGY, Part II.

Published by E. & S. Livingstone, Edin-
burgh. 1935 Edition. Price 1/6.
It is not possible to recommend this

type of book for ordinary teaching pur-
poses. It might, however, be of value to
students about to sit for examinations as
a means of revision. tonsidered from
this aspect the book is well written and
covers a great deal of ground.

SPEECH IN CHILDHOOD.
By GEORGE SETH and DOUGLAS GUTHRIE.
Oxford University Press. 1935. Price
10/6.

In this very well written book the sub-
ject of speech in the child is approached
from several different standpoints. The
authors are to be congratulated on having
produced a work which must be of great
value to the student of speech thera-
peutics, if only in revealing to him some-
thing of the wide area of knowledge
required in the subject; and the amount
of accurate information conveyed within
the limits at their disposal is remarkable.

There are hiatuses, as might be ex-
pected in a book incorporating the outlines
of so many specialised branches of the
subject dealt with. The whole question
of idioglossia, for instance, needs further
careful looking into since the work done
in this subject by Drs. Worster-Drought
and Allen; and the statement on p. 176,
that stammering " is much more frequent
amongst mentally retarded than amongst
normally intelligent children " must be
emphatically disagreed with. One regrets,
too (despite the explanation given) the use
of the word " stutterer " for " stam-
merer, " as tending to cause confusion in
the country in which the book will (one
hopes) be most widely read. Again, one
wonders why the authors, in speaking of
the various contributions to the under-
standing and diagnosing of speech prob-
lems (p. 6), have omitted the very important

one of the neurologist. But despite these
and other points, one welcomes this book
as a notable contribution to the literature
of speech therapeutics. The illustrations
are excellent.

DISEASES OF THE HEART.
(Third edition).

By JOHN COWAN & W. T. RITCHIE.
Edward Arnold & Co. 1935. Price 30/-.

The first edition of this book by John
Cowan appeared in 1914 and the second
under the co-authorship of Cowan and
Ritchie in 1923. A comparison of the first
edition with the present one (the third)
reveals the great additions which have been
made to our knowledge and understanding
of the diseases of the heart and circulation
during the last 20 years. In this field of
medicine the authors themselves have been
indefatigable workers and have contributed
in no small measure to much of the advance.

Of the various text-books available on the
subject of diseases of the heart and circula-
tion this is probably the most up-to-date and
mprehensive example. Although naturally
uch space is devoted to the interpretation

cf electrocardiographic investigations the
life history of the various cardiac and vas-
cular maladies, their course, prognosis and
treatment, form such a prominent portion

the text that lack of experience in these
ewer methods of diagnosis does not detract

from interest in reading or from under-
standing of the book.

No branch of the subject of cardiac
disease is ignored and all is discussed in a
most interesting and lucid manner and,
wherever possible, is illustrated by records
of cases observed by the authors. This
personal note is one of the most striking
features of the book and although the views
of other workers are by no means ignored,
as is evidenced by the long list of some 646
references quoted, the authors never leave
one in doubt regarding the opinions which
they themselves have come to as the result
of their own extensive experience.
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