
EDITORIAL NOTES.-REVIEWS. 101

The Director of the John Burford Carlill Patho-
logical Laboratories, Westminster Hospital, with
the permission of the Dean, has kindly intimated
to the Fellowship of Medicine that he would be
willing to undertake a special course in bacteriology
and vaccine therapy in either July, August, or
September. Correspondence is invited as to which
would be the most suitable month, and which hour
would be the most convenient for this particular
work. It is realised that it is impossible to arrange
precisely for all post-graduates' requirements, as
naturally those coming from overseas have more
time to devote to study than has the man in active
practice in this country.

* * *

The National Orthopaedic Hospital, Great
Portland-street, W., will give a two weeks' course,
from April 12th to April 24th, to which special
attention is directed. This should prove of par--
ticular interest and value, as it is the first time for
several years that the National Orthopaedic Hospital
has organised a special course. A glance at the
syllabus, which can be obtained from the office of
the Fellowship of Medicine (1, Wimpole-street, W.),
will show the comprehensive character of the
instruction offered, and the small fee of £2 2s. will
show the " good value for money " which will
doubtless be appreciated.

T *P *

At St. Peter's Hospital, Henrietta-street, Covent
Garden, W.C., from April 12th to May 1st a course
is being held in Genito-Urinary Diseases. Clinical
work is offered daily, including cystoscopy, while
formal lectures will be delivered by the various
members of the staff at 2 or 4 P.M. Hitherto this
hospital gave a four weeks' course which it has
now compressed into two, so that from the post-
graduates' viewpoint the advantage is considerable.

* * *

At the Royal Free Hospital, Gray's Inn-road,
W.C., on successive Wednesdays, beginning
April 14th, Dr. HEALD will give four lecture-
demonstrations on the more recent advances in
electrical treatment, illustrated by cases under
treatment in hospital during the four weeks covered
by the course. * * *
The Bolingbroke Hospital,Wandsworth Common,

S.W., will hold an intensive course from April 19th
to May 1st. All day sessions, morning and afternoon,
will be devoted to work in all departments, either
by demonstration, by lecture, special classes on
methods, by operation, &c. These " refresher "
courses, though primarily intended for the general
practitioner, have similarly proved from opinions
received from recently qualified post-graduates
most helpful to them, especially so to the doctor
who by reason of his living distant from a centre
has lost touch with current medical methods.

* * *

At St. Mark's Hospital, City-road, E.C., the
members of the staff are providing an intensive
course from April 19th to April 24th. The daily

sessions are from 10 or 10.30 A.M. onwards (including
Saturday), and each member will lecture, demon-
strate, or show by operation the up-to-date methods
employed in dealing with diseases of the rectum.
All departments of the hospital will be thrown open
to those taking the course. We have been requested
to mention, however, that the course will be held
only on condition that an entry of ten be received
by April 12th, so it behooves all post-graduates
desiring to avail themselves of this opportunity to
make early application.

* * *

In May there will be given the following courses of
the salient features of which will be dealt with in.
our next editorial, although application may be
made now for a copy of the various syllabuses:
Medicine, Surgery and the Specialities at the Royal
Northern Hospital (intensive course); Gyneecology
at the Royal Waterloo Hospital for Children and
Women; Diseases of Infants at the Infants
Hospital; Diseases of the Throat, Nose and Ear
at the Central London Throat, Nose and Ear
Hospital; Ophthalmology at the Royal Westminster
Ophthalmic Hospital; Psychological Medicine (an
abridgment of Part II. of the Diploma Course) at
the Maudsley Hospital; and Venereal Diseases at
the London Lock Hospital.

Reviews
GASTRIC FUNCTION IN HEALTH AND DISEASE.

By JOHN A. RYLE, M.D., F.R.C.P., Physician to Guy's
Hospital. London: Humphrey Milford, Oxford
University Press. 1926. Pp. viii. + 152. 8s. 6d.
As the author truly says, during the last 10 or 15 years

medicine has entered upon a physiological phase. For a
long while morbid anatomy held sway. This was a great
advance upon previous medicine, for the morbid
anatomists taught that, properly to understand disease,
we must find out after death in what manner the structure
of the organs of the body was abnormal. But now we have
made additional progress and we seek to discover, not
only how the body is anatomically disordered, but how far
in any disease the physiology of the organs departs from
health. In no department has this been carried further
than in diseases of the stomach, and the book before us is
an admirable exposition of our present knowledge, expressed
in readable scholarly language, and anyone who wishes to
keep abreast of the times will be well advised to read it.
The author does not concern himself with structural disease,
but with normal and perverted function of the stomach,
which is considered under the three heads of Sensation,
Motion, and Secretion. In Part I. the present position of
our knowledge relating to normal gastric sensibility,
motility, and acid secretion is reviewed; in Part II. the
effect of disease upon these three functions is discussed;
Part III. is devoted, for the most part, to the common
dyspepsias. The writer is by no means carried away by
his wide experience of gastric analyses and X ray examina-
tions; he judiciously appreciates the knowledge thus
gained and rightly insists that it must be combined with
a well-balanced study of the history of the case and the
symptoms of which the patient complains. When this is
done " it falls to the physician, this time in a judicial
capacity, to balance the evidence which has been furnished
and to frame the final conclusion."
As this book materially helps towards framing a final

conclusion concerning dyspepsia, which is perhaps the com-
monest complaint among mankind, it will, we trust, have,
what it thoroughly deserves, a very large number of readers.
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