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Aids to Obstetrics and Gynaecology for MRCOG Part 2

By GORDON M. STIRRAT. P. 266. Churchill Livingstone, Edin-
burgh and London, 1983. £4.95.

This little book is described as a 'synoptic guide' to obstetrics and
gynaecology. It and its companion volume 'Aids to Reproductive
Biology' have been written for candidates preparing for Parts 1 and 2
of the MRCOG. Any book of this sort treads a difficult path between
a superficial brevity which fails to provide sufficient useful informa-
tion on the one hand, and overmuch detail which obscures the main
framework of the topic on the other. The chapter on Drugs in
Pregnancy is an example of the former but in general a good balance
has been maintained.
The layout of the text is clear and easy to read but there are a

number of irritations. The tables on evaluation of the cervical factors
in infertility and on the sperm invasion test come at the end of the
discussion of ovulatory problems rather than adjacent to the
description of the cervical score two pages earlier. The need to
perform the score at mid-cycle before ovulation if it is to be of any
value is not emphasized. Indeed, the dubious value of these
investigations and the treatment recommended is not stated. The
table in appendix 2 with the ratio of incidence to death would have
been more clearly expressed by mortality rates.

However, on the whole, the book is crisp and factual and the
author has managed to convey a sense of perspective. A good
example of this is the two and a half page section on pre-term labour
which manages to encapsulate the problems nicely.
For these MRCOG candidates who wish to have a short book to

run over the main points quickly, this inexpensive volume will be
well worth consideration.

W. P. SOUTTER,
Jessop Hospital for Women,

Sheffield S3 7RE.

Annual Review of Medicine: Selected Topics in the Clinical
Sciences. Vol. 34

Edited by W. P. CREGER, C. H. COGGINS and E. W. HANCOCK.
Pp. 577, illustrated. Annual Reviews, Palo Alto, California, 1983.
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The current edition of Annual Review of Medicine has 38 chapters
ranging over the whole field of internal medicine. The subjects
include matters of especial topical interest such as the percutaneous
dissolution of renal calculi, haemaphersis, the pathogenesis of
hyperthyroidism, drug suppression of the angiotensin system in
congestive cardiac failure and many others. Infectious diseases are
well covered in hypocomplementaemia, falciparum malaria, respira-
tory syncytial viral infections and infective endocarditis. There is a
good deal of gastroenterology, oncology and endocrinology. The
relevance of the subjects to clinical practice was highlighted by
finding help for a number of my own patients' current clinical
problems.
The authors are both British and American, and the references are

up to date. The price is very reasonable indeed. You might even
consider an annual subscription for a series that is consistently of a
high standard. This volume is no exception.

B. I. HOFFBRAND,
Whittington Hospital,

London N19 5NF.

Autonomic failure: a textbook of clinical disorders of the autonomic
nervous system

Edited by Sir ROGER BANNISTER. Pp. xiv + 666, illustrated.
Oxford University Press, Oxford, New York, Toronto, 1983.
£45.00

Autonomic failure may present to a variety of clinical specialities-
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cited, a, b, c, etc., should be put after the year of publication, Smith et aL (1958a).

All references should be brought together at the end of the paper in alphabetical order"giving (a) name(s) of
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Authors should ensure that the listed references correspond exactly to those in the text. Authors are responsible for
the accuracy of their references.

Standard usage. The Concise Oxford English Dictionary is used as a reference for all spelling and hyphenation.
Verbs which contain the suffix -ize (-ise) and their derivatives should be spelt with the z. Statistics and
measurements should always be given in figures, i.e. 10 min, 20 hr, 5 ml, except where the number begins the
sentence. SI units should be used wherever possible.

Figures. In the text Arabic numbers, e.g. Fig. 3, should be used. They should be marked on the backs with the
name(s) of the author(s) and the title of the paper. The top of each figure should be indicated with an arrow on
the reverse side. Each figure must bear a reference corresponding to a similar number in the text. Photographs
and photomicrographs should be unmounted glossy prints and should not be retouched. Line diagrams should
be on separate sheets; they should be drawn with black Indian ink on white paper and should be twice the size
of the final reproduction. The originals of line diagrams, prepared as described above, may be submitted in
photographs of similar size. The legends of all figures should be typed together on a single sheet ofpaper headed
'Captions to Figures'.

Tables. These should be on separate sheets. The main heading should be in capitals with an arabic number, e.g.
TABLE 2. Each table must have a caption.

Page proofs will be submitted to the senior author for minor corrections and should be returned to the Editor
within 3 days. Major alterations to the text cannot be accepted.

Offprints. These may be purchased if ordered on the form which will be sent to the senior author with the
proofs.
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