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Press, Lancaster, 1981. £11.95.

Suppressor Cells in Human Disease. Edited by JAMES S.
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Topics in Respiratory Disease: Airways Obstruction. By
D. M. GEDDES. Pp. 92. Assessment of a Patient with
Lung Disease. Edited by J. R. WEBB. Pp. 92. Interstitial
Lung Disease. By C. A. C. PICKERING, L. DOYLE and K. B.
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Book reviews

Breast Cancer
By TREVOR SMITH. Pp. 112. Duckworth, London, 1981.
£4.95.

Cancer of the breast is the commonest cause of death from
malignant disease among women in the Western civilized
world. In England and Wales alone, some 11 000 women die
each year from this condition. In addition, the treatment of
breast cancer, which so often involves considerable mutila-
tion of the patient, is the subject of considerable controversy
and debate. There are therefore excellent reasons why this
form of malignancy should be of such intense interest to
both the lay public and to the medical profession.
As a result of an immense amount of recent clinical and

laboratory research, much information is coming forward on
all aspects of this disease. There have been fascinating
discoveries in the field of hormonal receptors, the detection
of blood markers, and sophisticated screening using nuclear
magnetic resonance. A number of controversial topics such
as the role of the contraceptive pill in the possible aetiology
of breast cancer, the value of adjuvant chemotherapy, the
value of screening and the primary treatment of the tumour
itself are all the subject of intense study. These are among
the topics dealt with in this short paperback, which is
written by a Research Fellow in the Department of Surgery
of the Edinburgh University Medical School.

Unfortunately, the author makes the fundamental mistake
of aiming his book at two distinct populations. The cover
states that 'as well as serving as an introduction to this
important area of investigation for general practitioners,
medical students, nurses, laboratory workers and others who
come into professional contact with breast cancer, it will be

invaluable also for the general reader. This leads to a con-
stant conflict between explaining, for example, that all tissues
are made up of cells to describing the most sophisticated
modern biochemistry. It is a pity that the book was not aimed
at one or other of these two dissimilar populations.

H. ELLIS
Department of Surgery,

Westminster Medical School,
London

Colonoscopy. Techniques, Clinical Practice and
Colour Atlas
Edited by RICHARD H. HUNT and JEROME D. WAYE.
Pp. xii+412, illustrated. Chapman and Hall, London,
1981. £30.00.

This is a most informative and well set out work, and is
written by a number of authors all of whom are experts in
their field.

It is much more than a book on colonoscopy, and covers
all sorts of interesting aspects including an excellent section
on colon cancer, and on radiology of the large bowel. Of
interest also is a chapter on paediatric colonoscopy which is
an increasingly performed practice.
At the end of the book there are 187 colonoscopy illus-

trations. They are all of exceptionally high quality, and
cover the full range of colonic pathology. This book would
be particularly useful for doctors considering starting a
colonoscopy service, as there are several chapters on ad-
ministration and running of a practical colonoscopy unit,
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parentheses. When reference is made to a work by three authors all names should be given when cited for the
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Figures. In the text Arabic numbers, e.g. Fig. 3, should be used. They should be marked on the backs with
the name(s) of the author(s) and the title of the paper. The top of each figure should be indicated with an arrow
on the reverse side. Each figure must bear a reference corresponding to a similar number in the text. Photo-
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the size of the final reproduction. The originals of line diagrams, prepared as described above, may be sub-
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Tables. These should be on separate sheets. The main heading should be in capitals with an arabic number,
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