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Books received

Practical Surgical Management. By A. M. C. MACGREGOR.
Pp. ix + 150. Soft Cover. Second edition. Edinburgh:
Churchill Livingstone, 1974. £1.50.

Lupus Erythematosus. A review of the current status of Discoid
and Systemic Lupus Erythematosus and their variants.
Edited by EDMUND L. DUBOIS. Pp. XV + 798, illustrated.
Second edition. Los Angeles: University of Southern
California Press, 1974. $36.00 + $2.50 shipping.

Research in Medical Care. In: British Medical Bulletin, 30,
No. 3. Edited by W. W. HOLLAND. Pp. 195-290. London1:
Medical Department, British Council, 1974. UK £2.25.
Other Countries £2.50.

The Treatment ofParaquat Poisoning: a Guide to [sic.] Doctors.
Pp. 13. Produced by ICI Plant Protection Limited, Fern-
herst, Haslemere, Surrey GU27 3JE, 1974. Free of charge.

Hypertension. Causes, Consequences and Management. By
GEORGE PICKERING. Pp. vii + 150, illustrated. Soft cover.
Second edition. Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone, 1974.
£2.50.

Common Neuroses in General Practice. A Behavioural
Approach. By J. C. M. WILKINSON AND K. LATIF. Pp. xi +
153. Sof cover. Bristol: John Wright & Sons Ltd., 1974.
£2.95.

Heart Disease and Pregnancy. By PAUL SZEKELY AND
LINTON SNAITH. Pp. iX + 217, illustrated. Edinburgh:
Churchill Livingstone, 1974. £7.00.

Progress in Biochemical Pharmacology. Vol. 9. Drugs and thc
Kidney. Edited by K. DAVID G. EDWARDS. Pp. Xi + 274,
illustrated. Basel (Switzerland): S. Karger, 1974. £16.00.

The Physiology of the Joints. Volume 3. The Trunk and the
Vertebral Column. By I. A. KAPANDJI (transl. L. H.
Honore). Pp. 251, illustrated. Soft cover. Edinburgh:
Churchill Livingstone, 1974. £4.00.

Postgraduate Surgery Lectures 2. Edited by JOHN MCFAR-
LAND. Pp. ix + 122, illustrated. Soft cover. London:
Butterworths, 1974. £2.65.

Gross Pathology. A Colour Atlas. By R. C. CURRAN AND
E. L. JONES. Pp. 147, 762 full colour illustrations. Ayles-
bury, Bucks: HM T M Publishers Ltd, 1974. £8.75.

Lunig Function Tests. An Introduction. By B. H. BASS. Fourth
Edition. Pp. viii + 90, illustrated. London: H. K. Lewis
& Co. Ltd, 1974. £3.00.

Public Education about Cancer. UICC Technical Report Series
-Volume 11 . Pp. 73. Soft cover. International Union
Against Cancer (UICC) 3, rue du Conseil General, 1205
Geneva, Switzerland, 1974. Individual copies, free of
charge; bulk orders of five or more, SFr. 3 per copy.

Child Health in the Tropics. Edited by D. B. Jelliffe. Fourth
edition. Pp. vi + 170, illustrated. Soft cover. London:
Edward Arnold, 1974. £1.20.

Book reviews

Obstetric Therapeutics. Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeu-
tics in Obstetric Practice

Edited by D. F. HAWKINS. Pp. 594, illustrated. London:
Bailliere, Tindall, 1974. £8.50.

One problem facing doctors in the daily practice of obstetrics
is the difficulty in having access to up-to-date information on
those aspects of the subject which have changed with such
rapidity over the last two decades.
Dr Hawkins, as editor, has gathered together a body of

authors to deal with current obstetric therapeutics, commenc-
ing with an excellent account of the clinical pharmacology of
the human pregnant uterus and leading on to sections on the
action of drugs on the utero-placental circulation and the
developing fetus and on sex hormones in pregnancy.

Further capters deal with infections, toxaemia of preg-
nancy, placental insufficiency and fetal growth retardation
with further chapters on induction of labour and drugs used
for pain relief (including an excellent section on epidural
anaesthesia). Neontal therapeutics and contraception are also
discussed.
There is considerable variation in the depth with which the

subjects are dealt, but the book will be very valuable to
doctors studying for the MRCOG examination and will also
be read with advantage by established obstetricians.

Thyroid Disease and Muscle Dysfunction
By TAN RAMSAY. Pp. 179, illustrated. Londoni: William
Heinemann, 1974. £4.00.

Dr Ramsay is to be congratulated on this excellent book. It
covers a field which has been of great interest to general

physicians as well as those dealing particularly with thyroid
and nervous diseases. It is a complicated field and much
larger than one would think if one's interest is limited to a
particular problem like myopathy. Dr Ramsay's book is
essential in the elucidation of these rather complicated clinical
situations. The chapter on myopathy itself is a masterpiece,
and the unravelling of the frequent association between
myasthenia gravis and thyroid disease clear and lucid. The
rather unusual condition of periodic paralysis is handled in a
way that would enable anyone to recognize it and the muscu-
lar abnormalities of hypothyroidism complete the pertinent
and careful review of the subject.

It is well indexed and the major references are all there so
that this book does indeed fulfil a need. It is essential for any-
one dealing as a specialist with thyroid and nervous diseases
and it would be very good reading for any general phvsician.

Undesirable Drug Interactions
By SOLOMON GARB. Pp. 595, illustrated. Aylesbury, Bucks:
HM + M Publishers, 1974. £7.00.

Like the previous editions, this book consists almost entirely
of a list of references to publications, indexed under drug
name with a code to the type of interaction.

Since the 1971 edition, 500-odd references have been added,
possibly a majority from the 1960s and none from 1974, let
alone 1975. Hence the dating of this further edition is frankly
misleading. The subject is not showing the evidence of hyper-
inflation that the rate of production of editions suggests.*
Purchase of this one is not recommended if a previous edition
is available.
* There was one in 1973.
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Typescripts (two complete copies) should be sent to
the Editor, Dr I. Gilliland, Postgraduate Medical
Journal, Chandos House, 2 Queen Anne Street,
London WIM 9LE. Papers should be typewritten
on one side of the paper only, with a 1* inch
margin, and the lines should be double-spaced. In
addition to the title of the paper there should
be a 'running title' (for page headings) of not
more than 45 letters (including spaces). The
paper should bear the name of the author(s) with
their degrees and descriptions and of the laboratory
or research institute where the work has been carried
out. The full postal address of the principal author
should be given as a footnote. (The proofs will be
sent to this author and address unless otherwise
indicated.)

Arrangement. Papers should normally be divided into:
(a) Summary, brief, self-contained and embodying the
main conclusions; (b) Introduction; (c) Materials and
methods; (d) Results, as concise as possible (both
tables and figures illustrating the same data will rarely
be permitted); (e) Discussion and conclusion; (f)
Acknowledgments; (g) References.

References. Only papers closely related to the
author's work should be included, exhaustive lists
should be avoided. References should be made by
giving the author's surname, with the year of publi-
cation in parentheses. When reference is made to a
work by three authors all names should be given
when cited for the first time, and thereafter only the
first name, adding et al., e.g. Smith et al. (1958).
The 'et aL' form should always be used for works by
four or more authors. If several papers by the same
author and from the same year are cited, a, b, c, etc.,
should be put after the year of publication, e.g.
Smith et al. (1958a). All references should be brought
together at the end of the paper in alphabetical order.
References to articles and papers should mention
(a) name(s) of the author(s); (b) year of publication
in parentheses; (c)* title of paper; (d) title of journal
in full, underlined; (e) volume number; number of
first page of article. References to books and mono-
graphs should include (a) name(s) and initials of
author(s) or editor(s); year of publication in paren-
theses; (b) title, underlined; (c) edition; (d) page re-
ferred to; (e) publisher; (f) place.

Standard usage. The Concise Oxford English Diction-
ary is used as a reference for all spelling and hyphen-
ation. Verbs which contain the suffix ize (ise) and
their derivatives should be spelt with the z. Statistics
and measurements should always be given in figures,
i.e. 10 min, 20 hr, 5 ml, except where the number
begins the sentence. When the number does not

0 Titles of papers should be cited in their original form.

refer to a unit of measurement, it is spelt out except
where the number is greater than one hundred.

Abbreviations. Abbreviations for some of the
commoner units are given below. The abbreviation
for the plural of a unit is the same as that for the
singular unless confusion is likely to arise.

gram(s) g second(s) sec
kilogram(s) kg cubic millimetre(s) mm3
milligram(s) millimetre(s) mm

(103 g) mg centimetre(s) cm
microgram(s) millicurie(s) mCi

(106 g) t±g millilitre(s) ml
nanogram(s) pound(s) lb

(10-9 g) ng milliequivalent mEq
picogram(s)

(10-12 g) pg RF values RF
hour(s) hr
minute(s) min gravitational acceleration g
micron(s) [ percent %

Example: mg/100 ml, for biochemical values; mEq/1

Figures. In the text these should be given Arabic
numbers, e.g. Fig. 3. They should be marked on the
backs with the name(s) of the author(s) and the title
of the paper. Where there is any possible doubt as to
the orientation of a figure the top should be marked
with an arrow. Each figure must bear a reference
corresponding to a similar number in the text.
Photographs and photomicrographs should be un-
mounted glossy prints and should not be retouched.
Line diagrams should be on separate sheets; they
should be drawn with black Indian ink on white
paper and should be about four times the area of the
final reproduction. Lines and lettering should be of
sufficient thickness and size to stand reduction to
one-half or one-tlird. Letters and numbers must be
written lightly in pencil. Whenever possible, the
originals of line diagrams, prepared as described
above, should be submitted and not photographs.
The legends of all the figures should be typed to-
gether on a single sheet of paper headed 'Legends
to Figures'.

Tables. There should be as few tables as possible and
these should include only essential data; the data
should not be crowded together. The main heading
should be in capitals with an Arabic number, e.g.
TABLE 2. Each table must have a caption in small
letters. Vertical lines should not be used.

Page proofs will be submitted to the contributors for
minor corrections and should be returned to the
Editor within 3 days. Major alterations to the text
cannot be accepted.

Offprints. These may be purchased if ordered on the
form which will be sent to the senior author with the
proofs.


