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CHEMICAL INDUCTION OF CANCER

By GEORGE WOLF, B.Sc., D.Phil. Pp. xiii + 250,
with 5 illustrations. London: Cassel & Co.,
Ltd., I952. 17s. 6d.
This is a book which, as the title indicates, deals
with the experimental production of cancer by
purely chemical means, i.e., through the intervention of chemical compounds of, for the most
part, known chemical constitution whose chemical
formulae are depicted. To the discerning chemist
with an eye to equating chemical constitution with
carcinogenic activity, the work is particularly
appealing in the wealth of structural formulae
scattered throughout its pages. The author has
succeeded in surveying the subject in a comprehensive, authoritative and not over-elaborate way,
so that the result is a short and lucid presentation of
the facts.
There are five main sections; the structure and
activity of tumour-inducing compounds; the biological aspects of tumour induction, as seen in
tumour characteristics and pathology, sex differ-

ences, hereditary differences, species differences,
age and diet; test methods, notably the mode of
administration, dosage, latent period, tumour incidence and carcinogenic index; theories of the
mode of action of cancinogens; biogenetic relationships; and a final section on the metabolism
of carcinogenic hydrocarbons, azo-compounds,
aromatic amines and derivatives.
The book is indexed both according to authors
and subject matter, thereby facilitating reference.
While appealing perhaps specially to the research
worker, the thoughtful information packed in the
pages of the book will make it fascinating alike to

the interested doctor and the enlightened layman.
As Professor Haddow puts it, the book will be
' welcomed by those wishing to acquaint themselves,
without too great difficulty, with a field of research
which, if it has of necessity developed along highly
specialized lines, is nevertheless of the utmost importance towards the ultimate solution of the
greatest problem confronting medicine.'
The book is attractive in presentation and written
in a clear and easily comprehensible style. Moreover, it is moderately priced.
A.C.
THE STORY OF THE ADAPTATION
SYNDROME
By HANs SELYE, M.D., Ph.D., D.Sc., F.R.S.(C.).
Pp. 225, illustrated. Montreal: Acta Inc.,
Medical Publishers. I952. $4.50.
Professor Selye tells in this volume how he conceived the idea that a group of apparently unrelated
physiological changes, evoked by a variety of
stimuli, were part of a common response which he
has called the General Adaptation Syndrome. He
tells, also, how he has come to believe that a relationship exists between this common response and
a variety of diseases in man. The author truly
states that in this volume there is no pretence either
at objectivity or at completeness. Because of this,
and the avowedly informal style, the book cannot be
recommended to those wishing seriously to appraise
Professor Selye's hypotheses. It provides, however,
an easy means whereby the uninitiated may approach the author's larger work with its 8,ooo odd
references.
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