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III. Foetal Distress
It is in the first stage of labour that foetal distress

may present a difficult problem. It may be due
to prolonged, powerful and frequent uterine con-
tractions and whiffs of chloroform may be the best
emergency treatment in such a case to control the
pains. Search must be made for other causes of
foetal distress such as prolapse of the cord, excessive
stress and strain due to disproportion, prolonged
labour, etc., and in cases where the membranes are
unruptured and no cause for the distress can be
found there is always a possibility that some weak-
ness or abnormality of the child may be present.
Temporary improvement in the rate and quality
of the foetal heart beat may be obtained by the

injection into the mother of stimulants such as
Coramine, Camphor, and Lobeline, and it is always
wise to give an injection of Vitamin K. Should
definite foetal distress occur in the first stage of
labour and there is no response to treatment,
Caesarean section should, in my opinion, be con-
sidered if conditions make this a practical proposi-
tion. In the second stage of labour foetal distress
is best treated in the majority of cases by forceps
delivery. The injection of Vitamin K and a
stimulant such as Coramine to the mother does, in
my opinion, improve the child's chance of survival
but expert use of the mucus extractor with the
child's head held low is by far the most important
method of treatment of the child.

MEDICAL NEWS

International Surgical Society

Arrangements have been made to hold the next Congress of the International Surgical
Society in London from September 14th to September 20th, 1947. The president will be
Dr. Leopold Mayer of Brussels, and the general secretary of the society is Dr. L. Dejardin, of
Brussels. A very interesting programme is being prepared.

Local arrangements will be in the hands of a British committee, of which Professor G. Grey
Turner is chairman, and Mr. H. W. S. Wright, 9 Weymouth Street, Portland Place, W.1, is the
honorary secretary.

There will be a clinical meeting of the Medical Society of the L.C.C. Service on Thursday, August 8th,
at 3 p.m., at Hammersmith Hospital and Post-Graduate Medical School, Du Cane Road, Shepherd's
Bush, W.12. Cases will be demonstrated by the staff of Hammersmith Hospital.
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NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS
i. Papers dealing with any subject of interest to the postgraduate will be accepted at the

discretion of the Editor.

2. The following sections of the Journal are to be noted.

(a) Original articles, reports or investigations.
(b) Discursive articles, usually written at the request of the Editor.
(c) Practical, teaching, and historical articles.
(d) Clinical case reports, either of unusual cases or a series illustrating one particular

symptom or sign.
(e) Notes on new instruments or the results of clinical trial of new drugs, etc.

3. All papers for publication must be in the hands of the Editor at least six weeks before the
proposed date of publication.

4. All papers should be typewritten as concisely as possible, with double spacing and a good
margin. Sub-headings should be clearly shown. Manuscripts must be carefully revised.
Apart from minor typographical errors, multiple alterations in the galley proof may be
charged to the author.

5. Papers may be illustrated at the discretion of the Editor, with six or less illustrations,
electrocardiographs, X-rays, or line drawings, etc., free of charge. Should further illus-
trations be required the cost, except in certain circumstances, must be defrayed by the
author. Blocks may be obtained after use at the usual trade rates.

6. References to papers or other publications in the text must be shown by giving the name of
the author and the vear of publication (with or without brackets). At the end of the
paper these references should be arranged alphabetically according to the R.S.M. system.
Thus: (If to a Journal)

Author's name (year), joumnal, volume, page, e.g.
ATKINSON, J. '(I92I), J. Biol. Chem., 47, I34.

(If to a book)
Author's name (date of publication), title of book, place of publication, e.g.

BROWN, C. D. (I935), "Diseases of the Skin," London.

7. Reprints of articles may be obtained at reasonable cost provided notice is given when
returning the corrected galley proof.

8.. All authors are given a year's subscription to the Journal, and if desired a small honorarium
to cover, the cost of producing the manuscript.

9. Contributors who do not know the Editor's address should write to

THR EDITOR,
Post-Graduate Medical Journal,

i, Wimpole Street,
London, W.i.

WELbeck 3828.


