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THE PHYSICIAN'S ART.
By ALEXANDER GEORGE GIBSON. The Clarendon Press, Oxford. 1933. Price, 7/6.

This is a book which we would recom-
mend to be put into the hands of all medical
students and to form an integral part of the
working library or bed-side collection of all
young medicos. It is a book which we are
sure will be appreciated also by their senior
colleagues, for it is written in such a
pleasant style that these latter will find dis-
cussed and crystallised in the beautiful
language, ,not only of the author himself but
of our illustrious predecessors, many of the
thoughts which are constantly recurring to
their minds.

The volume deals with the philosophy of
medicine and, considers all aspects of the
doctor in his relationship to his art, his
colleagues, his patient, his fellow citizens

and last, but not least, to himself. Although
the author's own reflections would have
formed a worthy addition to our literature
it was a happy idea to print as a foreword
the unfinished treatise "De Arte Medica" by
John Locke, than whom no one has better
revealed the true ideals to be striven after.

We should like to compliment the pub-
lishers on the publication. The form, the
type and the paper make the volume a real
work of-art. We regret, however, that they
should have adopted such a light colour for
the cover as it will so readily be soiled,
because the book is one which should be,
and we have no doubt will be, frequently
referred to by its possessor.

Miscellaneous.
This Section deals with New Drugs, Preparations, Surgical Instruments, etc. The descrip-
tion of each article is supplied by the Producer. Particulars regarding insertions, which
are free of cost, may be obtained from the Business Manager, Fellowship of Medicine and

Post-Graduate Journal, 553, Grand Buildings, W.C.2.

In "Recent Advances in Anasthesia and
Analgesia" (J. & A. Churchill), Dr. C.

Langton Hewer recom-
Percaine. mends the use of Percaine for

local and Spinal Analgesia.
This drug was introduced by Miescher and
is a derivative of quinoline, having no
relation to cocaine or novocain. Percaine,
known in America, Canada and South Africa
as "Nupercaine", chemically is the hydro-
chloride of alpha-butyloxycinchoninic acid
diethylethylenediamide. Percaine Base is
also available for use in oily solutions,
ointments, etc. Percaine is readily soluble
in water and alcohol and may be repeatedly
boiled for sterilisation.
The drug possesses very remarkable pro-

perties, its main characteristics being
extreme potency and duration of action.
Although much more toxic than novocain or
cocaine, this is counterbalanced by the fact
that it is used in great dilution. For Spinal
Analgesia a dilution of 1 :1500 is generally
employed in 0.5 per cent. saline. This

solution which was introduced by Dr.
Howard Jones, is hypobaric. Jones treats
the subarachnoid space in exactly the same
way as the tissues in infiltration anasthesia
and the Percaine is injected without with-
drawing any cerebrospinal fluid, the height
of the resulting analgesia being proportional
to the volume of solution injected.

Apart from its being used chiefly for
Spinal Analgesia, it is not generally recog-
nised that Percaine can be used instead of
novocain and cocaine for surface anas-
thesia, infiltration, etc. A 2 per cent. solu-
tion is employed for surface anaesthesia in
ear, nose and throat work, while for small
surgical operations, ampoules of 2 :1000
with adrenalin are available and ampoules of
1 :1000 with adrenalin can also be obtained
for infiltration purposes.

Percaine is supplied in this country by
The Clayton Aniline Company, Ltd., Phar-
maceutical Department, 40, Southwark
Street, London, S.E.1.
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