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Operation.-Tumour removed situated in adductor magnus.

Post-Operative Diagnosis.-Hydatid cyst, secondarily infected.

Comments.-No candidate, to the best of my recollection, mentioned the
possibility of hydatid disease. I myself inclined to the diagnosis of sarcoma, but
was careful to point out that, of the parasitic lesions of muscle, hydatid disease
could not be excluded. At the time of demonstration the hydatid skin test and
blood count had not been investigated. The progress of the case has been
uneventful.

REVIEW.

ACTINOTHERAPY TECHNIQUE.

An outline of indications and methods for the use of modern light therapy, with a foreword

by SIR HENRY GAUVAIN. The Sollux Publishing Company 1933, Slough. Price 6/-.

" Actinotherapy Technique," issued and
published by the Sollux Company gives in
short form a comprehensive survey of the
physics, physiology, and methods of use of
light and heat derived from an artificial
source. Since actinotherapy became more
generally employed it has shown itself of
great practical value in a certain group of
conditions; the field has, however, become
restricted as the result of accumulated
experience and we imagine few would now
accept many of the claims of almost
universal benefit which the earlier enthu-
siasts allowed themselves to make. This
criticism, which we believe would not now
be controverted, has an especial application
here for in Part II in an alphabetical index
of diseases very many and very varied con-
ditions are mentioned as amenable to light
treatment. We are told, for example, that
the common cold is readily aborted by a
sterilizing dose of ultra violet rays to both
nostrils, the naso-pharynx, and tonsils. If
this comparatively simple procedure is so
efficacious, colds would disappear whereas
we know that this minor scourge is as pre-
valent now as formerly.

Again under tinea it is stated that the
trichophyton fungus on the scalp, etc.,
readily yields to actinotherapy: nevertheless
dermatologists who are fully informed as to
the uses of " light " continue to employ

X-rays or thallium acetate in the treatment
of ringworm of the scalp.

Critics are among those who live in glass
houses. To evade the inevitable conse-
quences let it be added that the statements
made in the above mentioned paragraphs,
and indeed throughout Part II, are all taken
from written papers or works of reference
and are therefore backed by authority.
They enable the reader to see what has been
proposed and done although he may not by
a similar technique always attain the
desired end.

Part I deals with physical data, physio-
logical effects, and dosage. We imagine
this will prove of immense value not only to
those who are beginners, but even to the
practitioner who may have already acquired
experience. The chart on Page 43 gives an
admirable summary of the system of dosage
with the different forms of lamp.

As we have already mentioned above a
considerable and comprehensive biblio-
graphy is supplied which greatly enhances
the value of the little book.

In a foreword Sir Henry Gauvain gives
it as his opinion that the handbook will be
regarded as indispensable to all engaged in
the practice of actinotherapy. With the
opinion of this authority we readily concur.
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