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REVIEWS.

ORGANIC CHEMISTRY By F. SHERWOOD TAYLOR.
inm. Heinemann. Price 10/6.

He who undertakes to write a text-book
on Organic Chemistry at the present time
is confronted with no mean difficulties. It
may be said at once that the author of this
book has made an excellent attempt to
overcome these difficulties. Out of a vast
amount of material he has made a judicious
selection; and in a subject where it is very
easy to be out-of-date he has brought his
matter thoroughly up-to-date. A desirable
thing in a book on Organic Chemistry is
that formulw shall be set out at length, and
all through the book this has been done.
The student who reads this book will be
grateful for its clearness in this respect.

In his preface the author states that the
requirements of the medical student have
beeni given the first place in deciding upon
the matter to be treated. It is unfortunate
that such pointed reference to the medical
student was made because while the book is
likely to be valuable to the student of
general Organic Chemistry it is not, as it
stands now, likely to be so valuable to the
medical student. What is meant by this
will be clear from an example or two. On
page 223 the formulas for four important

amino-acids are wrong and the diamino-
acids are illustrated by an impossible
example. It is true that by the time the
author reached page 555 he got them right;
but how is the student to know this?
Again, cytosine and thymin are set down
as purine derivatives instea,d of pyrimidines.
Emil Fischer is credited with the synthesis
of uric acid from barbituric acid whereas,
as he himself states, he succeeded in con-
verting pseudo-uric acid into uric acid.
The pharmacological action of drugs is
often referred to. Thus "amyl nitrite is a
valuable stimulant to the heart" is not a
proper description of the action of this
(Irug even when it is stated that it is used
in cases of angina pectoris. Thiosinamin
is said to be used for removing scar tissue.
'rhere is no reliable evidence that it has
such an action. No distinction is made (page
385) between the action of phenacetin and
acetanilide. These and some other defects
could all be remedied in a second e,dition to
which it is hoped the book will attain.
There are very few misprints-atoms for
electrons on page 365 and a slip in the
formula for the dye patent bluie on page
457 were noticed.

THE TREATMENT OF DISEASES OF THE SKIN.

BY WV. KNOWSLEY-SIBLEY, M.A., M.D., Cantab. M.R.c.P.,Lond.

1933. Edward Arnold and Co. Price 10/6.

This book is " intended for the use of
dermatologists, practitioners of general
medicine, and students." Such an aim is
extremely difficult to achieve satisfactorily.
WVe cannot recommend this book to the
general practitioner, for it would probably
make confusion worse confounded. More
space is devoted to leprosy than to impetigo
contagiosa. The treatment of the latter
ranges from ultra violet light to urotropine,
but nothing is said of the refractoriness of
the not infrequent bullous form to the
messy and, we hope, obsolescent Ung;

Hydrarg: Ammon :. We note such mis-
statements as " acetate of thallium taken
internally will cause loss of hair over the
whole body ", and " the normal skin . . .

has not any power of absorption." In spite
of this we read that inunction is probably
the best method for the treatment of con-
genital syphilis. The treatment of syphilis
by mercury occupies three pages, a para-
graph dismisses the arsenicals, while the
name bismuth appears once. By modern
standards the treatment of syphilis is in-
efficient. Injection ofvaricose veinsis not men-
tioned in the treatment of varicose ulcers,
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