
AUguSt, 1933. POSTr-GRADUATE TMEDICAL JOURNAL 265

Editorial.
ON July I7th last the foundation stone of the new British Post-Graduate School
was laid by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. In the course of his address he made
some courteous references to the work of the Fellowship of Medicine, and we are
happy to acknowledge this tribute, which is the more welcome when we reflect upon
Mr. Neville Chamberlain's long association with matters which vitally concern the
Medical Profession, and his well-recognised knowledge and prescience in all that
deals with the public health.

We have noted the various paragraphs which have appeared recently in differ-
ent papers on the genesis and future development of the School. Undoubtedly " it
pays to advertise." It is not, however, without a sense of humour that we observe
the apparent ignorance on the part of the lay press of the existence of any organised
post-graduate work in medicine in this country prior to the beginning of the
Government scheme; it is somewhat reminiscent of the attitude adopted towards
the traditional grandparent by her younger and less experienced relative, ready to
offer instruction in the art of extracting the interior of an egg by a process of
suction! (We hope our readers will forgive the irrepressible tendency of the acting
Editor to jest in matters of state, but after all " dulce est desipere in loco.")

Seriously speaking, we look forward with friendly interest to the future of the
hospital and Medical School at Hammersmith. The need of a central institution
for the collection and demonstration of clinical material is one which has been
universally acknowledged and to which we ourselves have always subscribed. That
the new School will fulfil this need with dignity and purpose we have no doubt,
and we wish it every success. There is, of course, no reason why the Government
School and the Fellowship of Medicine should not work side by side and in the
spirit of friendly co-operation which makes for that due blending of the science and
art of Medicine which is at least the professed aim of every teacher of standing in
the Profession. The Fellowship will not be unready to lend a hand in any way that
may assist in furthering that aim.

Now that the Summer is well upon us, the pressure of work has slackened, and
we have both opportunity and inclination to reflect upon our labours and to cast
about for new ideas and suggestions. One point to which attention may be directed
with advantage is the diminishing attendance at the afternoon lectures. The value
of lectures generally is a subject on which differences of opinion have always
existed, and it must be admitted that, apart from the attractions of a few exceptional
sDeakers whose personality alone can always be relied on to hold an audience, it
is harder to-day to put up a case for the lecture than it was in the days in which
text-books and manuals were less numerous. The possibility of abandoning for
the time being the set courses of special lectures in favour of some other and more
acceptable form of tuition has more than once been in the minds of the Executive
Committee. As our members know, it has always been our policy to take them
into our confidence, and it is with the genuine wish to discover what is really the
desire of the majority that we cordially invite suggestions on this subject, either by
letters to the Honorary Secretaries or by correspondence in the Journal.
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