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Editorial.
THE ineptitude of the Medical Pr-ofession as a whole in business affairs is almost
proverbial ; it may also be said without exaggeration that medical men are even less
conversanit with the practical workings of the great legal machine for which this
country is justly famous. Perhaps this is a good thing,-" iie sutor ultra crepidamt," it
does, however, give food for reflection. Far be it from us to suggest that doctors
should make a habit of meddling with the technical side of matters which lie outside
their own province, but in view of the pitfalls to which Mr. Kitchin has introduced
tus in the article which we publish this month, we are inclined to think that a more
accurate knowledge of the real length of the arm of the Law would be an advanitage
to many of us.

Mr. Kitchin's long associationi with both professions has given him an under-
standing of the potential conflicts betweeni Law anid Medicine which is certainly not

possessed by the majority of the sons of iEscI.lapius. To all our professional brethrell,
and especially to those whose ignorance of the legal sniares which may beset their path
is just as blissful as their lack of business acumen, we recommenid the serious pelrusal
of his interesting and pertinent observationis.

The legal aspect of medical practice has been brought into much greater
prominence in recent years, especially since the publicationl of the famous Harnett
case, in which, it will be remembered, judgmenit was given for the plaintiff against a

distinguished psychiatrist, the damages being assessed at £25,000. It might be supposed
that the shock which was undoubtedly experienced at the time by both the greater and
the lesser lights in the medical profession would have produced a more lastilng
appreciation of the risks to which piactitioniers are constantly exposed by r-eason of the
irrational vindictiveniess of human nature. It would appear, however, that the
apprehensioni quickly died down, and that the profession sanik back into its habituLal
attitude of happy-go-lucky indifferenice to the dangers which threaten it from day to

day.
A study of the legal pitfalls which await both physicians and surgeons should serve

to convince us still further of the need for attention to the business side of practice and
for the cultivation of a greater measure of the unanimity and professional co-operation
in which we have always been so sadly lacking.
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