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Lesion of the Median Nerve.
The patient had been given an injection of calcium chloride six weeks previously.

By some mischance the vein above the elbow had been missed and there wvas a healing
scar in this region. He complained of weakniess and numbness of the right hand. When
he clasped his han(Is the right index finger failed to flex (Oschner's clasping sign). When
the base of the thumb was held he was unable to flex the terminal phalanx of the thumb.
The area of decreased sensation wvas quite typical-the injection had resulted in a lesion
of the median nerve above the elbow.

Cascs presented by HAMILTON BAILEY, F.R.C.S.

Correspondence.
To the Editor of the "Post-Graduiate Medical

Joturnal."

SIR,-In my recent course of Lectures
on Mligraine delivered at the Medical
Society of London, I drew attention to the
feeling of well-being that some migraine
patients have the day before an attack, and
suggested that it was probably to be ex-
plained by a general rise in blood-pres-
sure. I drew attention to the parallel case
of the victims of blood-pressure who so
often feel that they were never better in
their life the day before a haemorrhage and
to the known fact that a certain standard
of blood-pressure often makes a patient
more comfortable.

Since I gave that course of lectures I
have seen a number of cases of migraine
and have concentrated, among other
things, on this point. I have been
astonished to find how many of the
patients are quite definite that they feel
very much better the day before an attack;
the percentage of these people is really verv
large. This has led me to suggest that as
soon as ever this symptom comes on they
should take a tablet of calcium diuretin,
gr. 7i (Knoll Ltd.) three times a day for a
couple of days. I have already found in
one case that this has aborted what a
patient was quite confident was going to
be a severe attack of migraine. I would
venture to suggest that others should give
this treatment a trial, and would be grateful
for their record of atny cases in which it
is done. May I suggest that the tablets
should not be swallowed whole, but
should be dissolved in a quarter of a
tumblerful of water and an equal quanitity
of water drunk afterwards. This takes
away the objectionable taste ancd prevents
gastric disturbance. I have known one

case in which calcium diuretin taken as a
tablet caused a severe passing attack of
gastritis. This cannot be debited to the
drug, but simply to a fault in the method
of administration.
May I at the same time raise another

point in cotnnection with migraine? I have
been following up very carefully in my
recent cases the question of heredity, anid
have been profoundlv impressed by the
fact that one rarely, if ever, fails to get a
history of other blood relatives suffering
from the same thing or from one of the
other allied vasoinotor trouibles such as
asthma, urticaria, &c. I think that this is
a point well worth the careful attention of
all who are interested in the condition.

Dr. Julia Bell has most kindly been
helping me in this matter of heredity and
would be interested to hear of any cases.
Communications could be sent to her
at the Galton Laboratory, University
College, Gower Street.
The incidence factor in the population

is, of course, a very important point in
connection with heredity, though a very
difficult one to elucidate. My own strong
impression is that true migraine is a
comparatively rare affection, although, for
reasons I gave in my paper, its rarity is
masked and awholly erroneous impression
of its frequency prevails. I met with it
300 times in 5,000 cases, but it would not
be fair to suppose that this gives its
relative frequency in the population in-
astmluch as they had all come to consult
an eye specialist. If they had been taken
truly at random the probability is that the
percentage would have been much lower.
This is one of the points on which Dr.
Bell is particularly anxious for informa-
tion.

Yours truly,
R. H. ELLIOT.
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