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Editorial.
WE weere much interested to read an article by Mr. Harold Balme on " The Develop-
ment of Post-Graduate Education " and to note his tribute to the work of the Fellowship
of Medicine. With much of what he writes we are in agreement, but we should like
to make one or two further comments. He acknowledges that he writes of conditions
five years ago, and it is true, as he himself suggests, that conditions have undoubtedly
improved since then.

First, as regards the individual needs of post-graduates, the Fellowship of Medicine,
since its reorganization, has gone out of its way to endeavour to meet this very point.
This it has done by arranging different types of courses, to suit the requirements of the
varying classes of those who are its clients. Week-end refresher courses have been
started for the busy general practitioner and these are becoming increasinglv popular.
Special courses and demonstrations in different branches of medicine and surgery are
provided for those who require specialized instruction, also F.R.C.S. and M.R.C.P.
classes for those seeking diplomas. In the reorganized Journal care is taken to give
information in advance of these arrangements so that men can make their preparations
accordingly. A Rota system has been established which makes the individual the unit
rather than the Hospitals, and men have a wide circle from which to choose the
particular teacher most likely to be of assistance. As the result of work on these lines
we should like to point out that no less than I,051 tickets were issued to post-graduates
in the past year, which was undoubtedly a difficult one, as against 750 last year.
Equally striking is the fact that for the Rota, which has only been established eight
months, 374 attendances have been recorded. As regards the preparation for specialized
work there have been fifty-seven special courses, five special demonstrations, and five
series of lectures on general and special subjects.

Second, in regard to the complaint re lack of centralization, we feel that this
particular objection, which is frequently reiterated by many of our corresponidents,
is one which has been greatly overstated. In Vienna, which is constantly held
up as an ideal, the actual organization of the curriculuim is done in a small bureau,
such as ours in London; the work is carried out in the various hospitals, which are
naturally nearer together, and of easier access, than- is the case in London. This is
inevitable, when we consider the relative size of the two cities.

Third, as regards opportunity for practical work, the building and equipment of a
large central post-graduate hospital will hardly get over the difficulty. We know from
personal experience that in Continental centres it is not in the large, but in the
small institutions that practical work is most accessible. Moreover, the conditions
under which examination of patients is possible in Continental hospitals is, and always
has been, totally different from those obtaining in this country.

Fourth, as regards the personnel, we are only too well aware of the' delinquencies of
many of the post-graduate teachers, both in respect of punctuality and of lack of
adequate preparation._ While we have had occasion to deplore this ourselves, we do not
see any way by which'it can be obviated with certainity. 'We would further remark that
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the number of complaints which the Fellowship of Medicine has received has been
steadily diminishing, and is now very small indeed.

Last, in regard to the provision of a comnmon-room and other social facilities, while
we are largely in agreement with Mr. Balme, we feel that possibly too much may be
made of this poinlt. The cardinal factors in thPe success of post-graduate teaching are
the goodwill and spirit of energy of the- teachers themselves, coupled with the receptive-
ness of the post-graduates. If these factors are lacking no amount of organization,
however perfect, will avail.

In conclusion, the Fellowship of Medicine is surely doing, in general terms, all that
other centres abroad have done, and has, moreover, as much if not more clinical
material from which to build its activities.

The Publishers offer their apologies and regret that, owing to a misunderstanding;
Dr. Morlock's paper entitled " Anaemia" was published in the January number before
the proofs had been corrected.

General Post-Graduate News.
IT should be noted that Courses arranged by the FeHlowship of Medicine are open only
to Members and Associates unless otherwise stated. A copy of each detailed syllabus
is sent to every Member and Associate.

To ensure admission or to avoid cancellation ol the Courses aj4lication must be made
by the date given on each syllabus.

Physical Medicine (Week-end Course): February 11 and 12.-London Clinic anld Institute oj
Physical Medicine. Saturday and Sunday all day. Fee [1 ls..

M.R.C.P. (Evening Course): February 20 to March 17.-National Temperance Hospital.
Mondays and Fridays at 8.?O p.m. Clinical and Pathological. Fee £10 lOs.
(Maximum of 16.)

Medicine, Surgery and the Specialities: February 20 to March 4.-Prince of Wales's General
Hospital Group. All day. Fee £5 5s.

Practical Pathology: February 20 to March :4-Brompton Hospital. Two days a week,
11.45 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fee £2 2s. (Maximum of 6.)

Pyelograms (Interpretation): February 8 to February 24. Eight Demonstrations by Dr.
G. R. Mather Corliner. Fee g3 3s. (Limited.)

Medicine, Surgery and Gynaecology: March 6 to March 25.-Royal Waterloo Hospital. All
day. Fee £3 3s.

Orthopaedics: March 6 to March 18.-Royal Nationtal Orthopardic Hospital. All day. Fee
£3 3s. (Minimum of 10.)

Rheumatism (Evening Course): March 7 to March 23.-British Redl Cross Cliniic. Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 8.30 p.m. Fee £1 ls.

Psyclhological Medicine: Marchi 14 to April 7.-B&hleen Royal Hospital. Tuesdays and
Fridays at 11 a.m. Fee [1 Is.
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