
let alone to work alongside them profes-
sionally in any significant way. Many of
the structures and institutions that used to
cross the divide to some extent, like
community hospitals or shared post-
graduate lecture courses, have vanished,
often leaving the two sides with little
knowledge of each other. As a result,
hospital referrals from GPs have acquired
the status of messages stuffed into bottles,
and tossed onto the bureaucratic waves of
large, impersonal institutions. The conse-
quences for patients, in terms of shared
knowledge and understanding among

their professional carers, have been disas-
trous.
My visit to Brown highlighted

a number of things for me, including the
value of democratic relationships between
teachers and trainees, and of protected
time for case based education. But the
most important lesson was that there
doesn’t have to be a yawning and
dysfunctional gulf between care in the
community and hospital care, even in
highly technological societies. We need to
train young doctors so that they can see
and care for the same patients in hospital

beds that they have seen across the desk in
the GP surgerydand to have a constant
sense that these are the same people, with
the same needs, the same identities, and
the same entitlement to respect.
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Corrections

An article published in the February 2010 issue of the journal (Toft, B. The dangers of heparin
flushes. Postgrad Med J 2010;86:65e6) should have been labelled as a reprint. It should have
contained the note “This is a reprint of a paper that appeared inQuality & Safety in Health Care,
April 2009, volume 18, pages 84e5. Reproduced with kind permission of author and publisher”.

Postgrad Med J 2010:86:192. doi:10.1136/qshc.2008.028324corr1

An article published in the February 2010 issue of the journal (Asghari F, Fotouhi A, Jafarian A.
Doctors’ views of attitudes towards peer medical error. Postgrad Med J 2010;86:123e6) should
have been labelled as a reprint. It should have contained the note “This is a reprint of a paper
that appeared in Quality & Safety in Health Care, June 2009, volume 18, pages 209e12.
Reproduced with kind permission of author and publisher”.

Postgrad Med J 2010:86:192. doi:10.1136/qshc.2008.025015corr1
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