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draining a cold abscess as a method of
treatmenit.

Wheni one looks at a liver abscess one
finds that there is towards the circum-
ference a very considerable hyperoemia;
internal to this there will be a layer of
amoeba, internal again there will be tissue
in all stages of -destruction; and, finally,
the contents consist of debris, of dead
cells, &c., and are--and this is a very im-
portant point-absolutely sterile. Taking
the analogy of a pleural effusion which
nowadays is allowed to be absorbed, there
is no harm whatever to the individual in
allowing this material, the contents of the
so-called abscess, to be absorbed, The
.absorption can be procured by the use of
emetine, which is a drug that can only be
described in its action as miraculous. Its
moduis operandi is that by killing off the
amoubae the hyperaemia, which has been
caused by the attempt of Nature to localize
and fight the invading organism, dis-
appears with great rapidity and then the
way is open for the absorption of the dead
contents of the abscess cavity. The time
taken for an abscess to disappear under
treatment by emetine is very short, as I
saw in the first case I treated wholly by
injections of emetine. This patient's
abscess was pointing below the right
costal margin and in three days the area,
which could not be touched owing to
extreme tenderness, could be palpated and
pressed as freely as though no abnormality
had ever existed. Another case reported
in the Lancet of December 20, I924, was
discharged from hospital in a week. My
last case was a man who was shown at two
Medical Societies, atnd who came under
my care as a patient in St. Thomas's

Hospital. He was given a grain of eme-
tine on a Friday afternoon, and a grain
on the following two days, and was seen
once mnore on the following Friday, when.
he made the remark that, after the first
dose of emetine, travelling in a bus no
longer caused pain or inconvenience, and,
further, that so quickly did his condition
improve that he did not lose any. time
from his work (which was sedentary) and
which he had been on th4 point of giving
up when he came for treAtment to the
hospital. Apart from these cases I have
had several others, all of which have re-
covered withou.t surgical interference of
any sort or kitnd, and as I have, in my
comparatively stnall experience, ioo per
cent. of success, I urge again the necessity
.for treating amoebic hepatic abscess with
emetine, and emetine only as a modern,
a safe and satisfactory-x1ethod. To under-
stand the astounding result that one grain
of emetine can produce I would draw
attention' to cases of liver abscess which
had ruptured through the lung and which,
before coming' under treatment, had
coughed up liver abscess pus for a con-
side'rable period. One of these cases
certainly ceased to cough up liver abscess
pus within four hours of an injection of
one grain of emetine. Several other cases
ceased very rapidly, but I have no definite
record as to the lapse of time between the
injection and the cessation of thie sputum.

In conclusion I would say that the
record youL publish demonstrates the
necessity for an accurate knowledge of
the pathology of disease before treatmenit
is undertaken.

Yours faithfully,
London, W.I. V. S. HODSON.

Extracts from Letters from Post-
Graduates.

"I have returned from the Course at
Bath. It was most instructive and
admirably organized.

" I have only two adverse comments
" (i) With the exception of two lectures,

it was not possible for all those in the
room to hear what was said unless seated
close to the lecturers.

"(2) There was scarcely an oppor-

tunity of seeing or examining early cases
with rheumatic manifestations. Nearly
every case had advanced arthr-itic changes.

" Probably early material was not avail-
able in the hospital, but it might per-
haps have been obtainable from outside
sources. I greatly enjoyed and profited
by the Course.''

"First of all, the men at Bath are to be
congratulated on the excellent manner in
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which all aspects of the subject were put
before us, and of the hospitality which
was offered to us. It is to be hoped that
this is only the first of several other such
week-end courses.

"If one mav sound a somewhat more
critical note, it is to the effect that although
wve saw large numbers of cases on the one
hand, and all the available methods of
treatment on the other hanid, yet, perhaps
there might have been a little more corre-
lation of the individual to this treatment.
We were not sufficiently informed of the
actual methods of treatment which might
perhaps be desirable in any particular
case."

Metropolitan General Hospital.
"One of the best Courses I have ever

attended."

" Very good Couirse-everyone most
friendly and giving of their best."

"The arrangements for our cornfort
and convenience were excellent. The
Staff who lectured to us, without excep-
tion took infinite trouble to give us all
the latest information suited to the require-
mnents of general practice. I should like
to have seen more O.P. practice, but these
departments are small at this hospital.
This is only a personal expression of what
I felt I needed most."

Chelsea Hospital Jor WVomnent.
"The Course at the Chelsea Hospital

was very good with regard to the lectures,
but no apparent effort was made to

arrange any operations either of great
interest or to demonstrate the lectures.
Some of the operation lists were D. & C.'s
onliy, and that side of it was certainly
disappointing. Very little attempt was
made to talk dLuriing the operations or to
demonstrate them in any w!ay, except in a
few exceptional cases."

" Lectures on the whole were exceed-
ingly good. Demonstration of operations
onily occasionally attempted. Very little
attempt was made to correlate the opera-
tions of the day to the subject of the
lecture. Practically no discussion was
invited. No out-patient work and no
handling or examination of patients (al-
though this is admittedly hard to arrange).
Hours of lectures were very unsatisfactorv,
being mostly noon and 2 to 3. As these
two hours were often the onlv work of
any interest, it would have been much
more convenient to have had either
morning until i p.m., or afternoon com-
pletely free for other hospitals."

Gordon Hospital.
"Exceedingly satisfactorv. Excellent

teaching; excellent practical demonstra-
tions of operations, and very satisfactory
out-patient demnonstrations. Also a
friendly atmosphere and willingness to
discuss arny questions arising. Altogether
the most satisfactory Couirse I have taken."

" I founid everything mnost satisfactory."

Royal Albert Dock Hospital.
"A very good Course."

Hospital Appointments.
The Editor does not accept responsibility for the accuray of this list which is published to gle applicants the

general Idea of what Is required In applying for any of the posts mentioned. These lisis will be published in each
issue and indicate the appointments for the ensuing three months, but as many of the appointments are renewable.
post-graduates are warned that, before applying for any post, they must ascertain If there will deflinitely be a vacancy
on the date mentioned. Except where otherwise stated the salary is pounds per annum.

Appt. Period Date Renew- Resi- Sal Over- Expe- Women Remarks or Conditions
able dent ay seas rience

Bolingbroke Hospital (121 beds).
R. 0. 12 months Dec. I No Yes 4200 Yes Yes No Must be qualified and
11.1'.------6 months Feb. i No Yes 4120 Yes Yes No registered. Pieference

given to London men

Dreadnought Hospital (250 beds).
II.S 2 6 months Jan. I No Yes /iio Yes Desir- No

able
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