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seen in the rooms overlooking the court-
yard; by a slot device the whole window
may be made to disappear into the wall
thus giving the patient the maximum
.amount of fresh air. Unfortunately this
device was not permitted by the
.authorities in those rooms facing the
street. By a clever appliance each bed can
be raised on to trolley wheels; the nurse
is thus enabled to move the patient to any
part of the room without undue disturb-
ance. A telephone is installed in each
room, and it is left to the doctor to decide
as to whether it is to be available to the
patient, and if so, whether both out-going
and incoming calls may be made.
To avoid the usual noise of bells, a

system of coloured lights has been
installed to attract the attention of the
nurses or attendants.
There are some luxurious suites, com-

prising patient's bedroom, sitting-room,
nurse's bedroom, a bathroom, and in
some cases a kitchen.

1* While I was walking through the build-
ing 1 was initerested to note the name of
one of the visiting doctors being flashed
on a board on every landing. I learnt
that this arrangement was to notify the
doctor concerned that he was required
in some other part of the buildinig, there-
by eliminating the constant ringing of
bells on each floor. As the number of
-visiting men increases, I understand that
each will be given an identifying number
-instead of the name appearing on the
frame. This arrangement impressed me
-very much.

An interesting innovation is a fully
equipped dispensary. There is a pharma-
copoeia which has been carefuliy selected
by a group of medical men and which
covers most of the requirements of the
prescriber. Medicines ordered from this
pharmacopoeia are free to the patient, and
this even includes all hypodermic injec-
tions, narcotics, &c.
To turn to the domestic side, there is

a magnificent kitchen, equipped with
almost every known device for cooking
and for the cleansing of utensils, under
the supervision of a well-known chef from
Paris. Electric lifts carry the food to
the different floors. There is quite a nice
dining-room at the disposal of the visiting
staff, where both lunch and dinner may
be obtained at a reasonable cost, and in
which, I believe, on certain evenings
interesting papers are read.

I concluded my visit by a glimpse into
the boiler rooms which give some idea
of the immensity of the heating system,
sterilization plant, &c., in this building.

I think it is well worth while for our
readers to pay a visit to this clinic, where
I have no doubt the authorities will be
delighted to show them over. While
each doctor will form his own opinion as
to the suitability of this type of home for
his patients, I think there can be no doubt
that he will think it exemplifies a new era
in the history of nursinig homes, embody-
ing as it does the advantages of a well-
equipped hospital which hitherto have
been more or less available only to the
public hospital patient.-[ED.]

Correspondence.
To the Honorary Editor.

SIR, The note in your current number
son the subject of the treatment of liver
abscess by the old-fashioned open method
seems to me to require some sort of
criticism.

In the first place, the suggestion that
this method provided the best means of
economizing time so as to ensure that the
patient could travel by a certain date is
open to very serious question. The open
method has had, even in skilful hands, a

very serious mortality, and time to recover
from the operation is all too short if only
three weeks is allowed.
The suggestion that the condition

should be treated by drainage at all is ani
indication that the oper-ator and author of
the paper are of opinion that the liver
abscess is a condition comparable to a
pyogenic abscess, whereas, in fact, there is
no resemblance whatsoever to this latter
condition. The pathology of the liver
abscess is exactly comparable to that of
the gumma and of the cold abscess, and,
in these days, no one would think of
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draining a cold abscess as a method of
treatmenit.

Wheni one looks at a liver abscess one
finds that there is towards the circum-
ference a very considerable hyperoemia;
internal to this there will be a layer of
amoeba, internal again there will be tissue
in all stages of -destruction; and, finally,
the contents consist of debris, of dead
cells, &c., and are--and this is a very im-
portant point-absolutely sterile. Taking
the analogy of a pleural effusion which
nowadays is allowed to be absorbed, there
is no harm whatever to the individual in
allowing this material, the contents of the
so-called abscess, to be absorbed, The
.absorption can be procured by the use of
emetine, which is a drug that can only be
described in its action as miraculous. Its
moduis operandi is that by killing off the
amoubae the hyperaemia, which has been
caused by the attempt of Nature to localize
and fight the invading organism, dis-
appears with great rapidity and then the
way is open for the absorption of the dead
contents of the abscess cavity. The time
taken for an abscess to disappear under
treatment by emetine is very short, as I
saw in the first case I treated wholly by
injections of emetine. This patient's
abscess was pointing below the right
costal margin and in three days the area,
which could not be touched owing to
extreme tenderness, could be palpated and
pressed as freely as though no abnormality
had ever existed. Another case reported
in the Lancet of December 20, I924, was
discharged from hospital in a week. My
last case was a man who was shown at two
Medical Societies, atnd who came under
my care as a patient in St. Thomas's

Hospital. He was given a grain of eme-
tine on a Friday afternoon, and a grain
on the following two days, and was seen
once mnore on the following Friday, when.
he made the remark that, after the first
dose of emetine, travelling in a bus no
longer caused pain or inconvenience, and,
further, that so quickly did his condition
improve that he did not lose any. time
from his work (which was sedentary) and
which he had been on th4 point of giving
up when he came for treAtment to the
hospital. Apart from these cases I have
had several others, all of which have re-
covered withou.t surgical interference of
any sort or kitnd, and as I have, in my
comparatively stnall experience, ioo per
cent. of success, I urge again the necessity
.for treating amoebic hepatic abscess with
emetine, and emetine only as a modern,
a safe and satisfactory-x1ethod. To under-
stand the astounding result that one grain
of emetine can produce I would draw
attention' to cases of liver abscess which
had ruptured through the lung and which,
before coming' under treatment, had
coughed up liver abscess pus for a con-
side'rable period. One of these cases
certainly ceased to cough up liver abscess
pus within four hours of an injection of
one grain of emetine. Several other cases
ceased very rapidly, but I have no definite
record as to the lapse of time between the
injection and the cessation of thie sputum.

In conclusion I would say that the
record youL publish demonstrates the
necessity for an accurate knowledge of
the pathology of disease before treatmenit
is undertaken.

Yours faithfully,
London, W.I. V. S. HODSON.

Extracts from Letters from Post-
Graduates.

"I have returned from the Course at
Bath. It was most instructive and
admirably organized.

" I have only two adverse comments
" (i) With the exception of two lectures,

it was not possible for all those in the
room to hear what was said unless seated
close to the lecturers.

"(2) There was scarcely an oppor-

tunity of seeing or examining early cases
with rheumatic manifestations. Nearly
every case had advanced arthr-itic changes.

" Probably early material was not avail-
able in the hospital, but it might per-
haps have been obtainable from outside
sources. I greatly enjoyed and profited
by the Course.''

"First of all, the men at Bath are to be
congratulated on the excellent manner in
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