
Editorial,
READERS will be interested to know what has been the progress of the Fellowship since
the commencement of the new scheme for post-graduate work. The first interesting
point that arises is that the number of new Members joining the Fellowship of Medicine
in the past five months is nearly double the number of new Members who joined
during the whole of the previous year. We think that this may be taken as a sign that
the post-graduate activities of the Fellowship of Medicine are on the increase, and that
even in these depressing times post-graduates are finding time to take advantage of the
various forms of tuition available.

When the Fellowship of Medicine inaugurated an almost entirely new system of
teaching, as well as adding many new Special Courses of instruction, it was quite
rightly pointed out that the success of the schemes depended almost entirely on the
co-operation of the post-graduates, and that it was doubtful, even should the efforts on
our part be successful, whether there were sufficient post-graduates to justify the
expansion. It was realized, for instance, that the general practitioner at the present
moment is forced to keep very closely to his private practice and can ill afford the time
for post-graduate work; while to a certain extent this has been true, it has been very
interesting to note month by month, as further facilities for study were offered, so the
number attending post-graduate work has steadily increased.

In this issue of the Journal an article appears on a relatively new branch of
medicine, namely, biochemistry. The advances made in this subject have been rapid,
indeed so rapid that many of us find it difficult to correlate it to physiology and clinical
medicine. With a view to. elucidating these difficulties this article has been published,
dealing with the subject in terms not too highly technical, and it is our intention in
future issues to publish similar articles which will deal with modern advances in the
laboratory, in terms easily applicable to bedside medicine.

Amongst the aims and objects of the National Council for Mental Hygiene, whose
annual report is recently to hand, is the endeavour to secure for psychology and
psychiatry a status in the medical curriculum more commensurate with their importance,
and to bring them into close relationship with modern phlysiology and general medicine.
The present-day curriculum of the medical student is already full to saturation point,
but there is no doubt that the importance of psychological methods, both in diagnosis
and treatment, is daily gaining recognition amongst all classes of practitioners. As the
report points out, the facilities for post-graduate teaching in this subject are fairly
adequate in London, but it is felt that medical men and women do not make full use of
these opportunities. Three Courses are arranged under the auspices of the Fellowship
of Medicine, one at the Maudsley Hospital, and two at the Bethlem Royal Hospital.
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These Courses are quite apart from the special instruction which is arranged for those
who are taking the Diploma of Psychological Medicine, and they are designed to meet
the needs of those practitioners anxious to have better knowledge of this aspect of
clinical medicine.

Whilst on the subject of future Courses, we would emphasize that every hospital
giving post-graduate instruction meets with our hearty approval, but it would be
evading the point were we not to mention that in the past certain sections of these
hospital Courses have not been satisfactory. Where a group of teachers are concerned,
it obviously follows that while some make a speciality of teaching, others perhaps have
not the same capacity for imparting knowledge and find it difficult to cope with the
requirements of post-graduates; we think and hope, however, that when a hospital staff
as a whole undertakes to give post-graduate Courses, it is up to every member of that
staff to do his best to make the Course a success and not to put an unfair burden on
one or two of their colleagues. Fortunately in a large majority of cases there has been
no reason for complaint, and we hope that whatever difficulties may have arisen
in the past will be rectified now that better organized arrangements between teacher
and post-graduate have been reached.

In this issue of the Journal a series of cases shown to the F,R.C.S. (Final) class is
discussed and commented on by the demonstrators, with especial reference to the
common mistakes made by the candidates attending the Course. We think that these
notes should prove very helpful, not only to the men sitting for the higher degrees, but
also to others of our readers. Comment on the particular cases would be superfluous
as this is excellently done by the demonstrators themselves; for us, it will be sufficient
to draw attention to the almost general remark made by the demonstrators regarding
the importance of correct history taking, with emphasis on the art of obtaining the
essential points of a history as a help in diagnosis. We all are accustomed to the long-
winded person who tells us of everything except the points with which we are most
concerned, and from the examinee's point of view, as in practice, it is quite an art to
cultivate the method of obtaining important points of history in as short a time as
possible.

The difficulty of obtaining post-graduate instruction in obstetrics and gynacology
has caused the Fellowship of Medicine some concern. We are well aware that the
demand of undergraduates can hardly be filled in London in this type of work, much
less that of the post-graduate. It is with great pleasure, therefore, that we draw attention
to the Ante-Natal Course given by Dame Louise McIlroy, a former member of our
Committee. The demonstrations take place each Wednesday at 5 p.m., from June I to

June 22 inclusive. Dr. Remington Hobbs, of St. Mary Abbots Hospital, has kindly
consented to undertake tuition and has made the following arrangements for post-
graduates: On Mondays at 5 p.m., a lecture demonstration will be given on the " Glycerine
Treatment of Intra-Uterine Infections"; every morning and afternoon from Tuesday
to Friday inclusive opportunities will be afforded for post-graduates to attend the Ante-
Natal and Post-Natal Clinics andcarry out the treatment. The full number of post-graduates
attending any week will be limited to four, and two post-graduates will attend each
morning and evening session alternately. Further reference to this Course, which will
be repeated each week, will be found in the Supplement.
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We wish to point out that the Rota System that has been inaugurated is now in full
swing. This has been so organized that we think it may justifiably be said that every
hour of the week-day may be filled by means of this system. Almost every branch of
medicine and surgery is covered, and we are glad to be able to say that the post-graduates
who hlave taken advantage of it up to the present have been pleased, and that the teachers
themselves find this method far more satisfactory in that they know in advance the exact
number likely to attend their clinics and are able to mr.ake the necessary arl-angements.

Amongst the projected arrangements for the summer session there are two of especial
interest to the general practitioner. It has beent suggested that a Course run on somewhat
similar lines to the evening F.R.C.S. and M.R.C.P. Courses, but on subjects particularly
applicable to the general practitioner, would be greatly appreciated. It is proposed,
therefore, to arrange a Discussion-Demonstration on the "Investigation of 'Stomach
Troubles'" on Friday, Tuly 22nd, at the National Temperance Hospital, at 8.30 p.m.
Four demonstrators will be present: a surgeon, a physician, a radiologist and a
pathologist, and each will deal in turn with their aspect of the subject. After the
demonstration the discussion will be thrown open to the practitioners attending.

Should we find that this instruction is appreciated, further series will be arranged
in the autumn.

A series of three lectures of great interest to general practitioners will be given by
Colonel R. H. Elliot on "Migraine." These will probably take place on Thursday
afternoons at 5.o0 p.m. during July. Colonel Elliot has had great experience in this
disease and has made a close and comprehensive study of the cases with which he has
dealt, and from the statistics and detailed memoranda he has compiled a most interesting
and enlightening record of the subject. Q

Most of our readers will, by the time this issue of the Journal goes to press, have
received an invitation to a social evening on June 8 at the Overseas League. A very
entertaining evening has been arranged, and we hope that as many as possible of our
members with their ladies will be present. Many lecturers who have taken part in
the activities of the Fellowship will attend, so that this should be an occasion for
post-graduates- particularly from overseas-to meet the members of the Staffs of our
Hospitals.
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