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Reviews.
A PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. By Adolf

Striimpell. Revised Edition by C.
Seyfarth, M.D., Ph.D., Professor of
Medicine at the University of Leipzig.
Authorized Translation from the
Thirtieth German Edition. By C. F.
Marshall, M.D., M.Sc., F.R.C.S., and
C. M. Ottley, MI.A., B.M., F.R.C.S.
London : Bailliere, Tindall and Cox.
193I. Three volumes. 7 x 1o. Pp.
xxiii + 2356. Plates xvii. Figures
in the text 392. Price ~5 5s. net.

IN their preface to the English transla-
tion of the 30th German edition of the
late Prof. Adolf Striimpell's "' Practice of
Medicine," Dr. Marshall and Dr. Ottley
have explained the evolution of the work
which from Striimpell's original volume
of modest dimensions has grown into an
imposingtreatise of well over two thousand
pages. During such a process, which has
been observed not infrequently in standard
works of reference, it may happen that the
original character of the book which first
emanated from the author's pen is to a
large extent lost. Prof. Seyfarth, who
assisted Striimpell in previous editions,
has endeavoured to keep, so far as possible,
the original arrangement of this work
and to maintain its essentially clinical
character. The fact that he has succeeded
in this part of his task constitutes one of
the chief attractions of this magnificent
book.
The general arrangement of subjects is

a convenient one. Vol. I deals with Infec-
tious Diseases, Diseases of the Respiratory
Organs, and Diseases of the Circulatory
Organs. Vol. II includes Diseases of the
Digestive and Urinary Organs and of the
Organs of Motion, Diseases of the Blood
and of the Endocrine Glands, and Dis-
orders of Metabolism. Vol. III is devoted
entirely to Diseases of the Nervous System.
As regards the classification of some of

the diseases, we notice certain differences
in comparison with that adopted in many
of our own textbooks. The inclusion of
Acute Articular Rheumatism in the section
on Diseases of the Organs of Motion,
rather than among the Acute Specific
Infections, seems to us to have distinct
practical advantages; the same observa-

tion may be made of the association of
Acute Miliary Tuberculosis with Chronic
Phthisis in the chapter on Diseases of the
Lungs. We should have thought that
Whooping Cough would have a more
appropriate place among the Infective
Diseases than among Diseases of the
Trachea and Bronchi, and that Lethargic
Encephalitis, which has been placed in a
list of Special Infections in Vol. I, might
with advantage appear in the volume on
Diseases of the Nervous System. These,
however, are really points of minor
importance.
The description of the various fevers is

lucid and convincing, and is enhanced by
the accompaniment of numerous excellent
figures and plates. A great deal more in-
formation is given in regard to treatment
than is the case with many textbooks; in
fact, the attention devoted throughout to
the subject of treatment is, in our view,
one of the most valuable assets of the
book as a whole. We note with interest
the much larger doses of calomel advo-
cated in the purgative treatment of Bacil-
lary Dysentery than would be prescribed
by most British physicians. The chapters
on Diseases of the Respiratory System are,
on the whole, most satisfying, as also are
those on the Cardio-Vascular Diseases.
It is a pity that the condition of Acute
Massive Atelectatic Collapse of the Lung
has not received special mention; the
description of "Arrhythmia Perpetua"
(p. 675) does not appear to us to give
the reader a sufficiently clear distinction
between Auricular Flutter and Auricular
Fibrillation. The inclusion of a typical
electrocardiogram of the latter, side by
side with fig. I28, would, in our opinion,
have been an improvement.

In Vol. II there is an excellent account
of the various Diseases of the Alimentary
Tract. The X-rays are well selected, and
give characteristic and instructive pictures.
The addition of a few figures illustrating
typical curves of gastric acidity would
have made this section even more com-
plete; we think their omission is to be
regretted. The general remarks on Renal
Disease and the Tests of Functional
Activity of the Kidney are specially good,
in fact, the whole of this volume main-
tains a standard of first-rate clinical
description which, coupled as it is with
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194 CORRESPONDENCE

an adequate r6sume of modern views on
pathology, is never lacking in itnterest.

Vol. III gives one of the most complete
accounts of Diseases of the Nervous
System that we have seen outside the
special literature of the subject, and shares
the high standard of the first two volumes.
The writing of a really good textbook

of General Medicine is of necessity a
colossal undertaking, and at the present
day the difficulties which beset such an
effort, in view of the growth and depart-
mentalism of modern medicine, may well
appear almost insurmountable. That the
present edition of this work will be found
to fulfil in admirable fashion the needs
alike of students and practitioners, we
have no manner of doubt.
The task of the translators, no less than

that of the original authors, is one of great
magnitude, and Drs. Marshall and Ottley
are to be congratulated on having achieved
their object in a manner which makes the
English edition, above all things, a read-
able and enthralling account of disease.

Their attainment of this essential virtue,
and the improvement upon earlier editions
of Strumpell's work that have resulted
from Prof. Seyfarth 's discriminating pen,
have combined with the beautiful illustra-
tions and the general style of publication
to make this production one which is
likely to fulfil the hope expressed in the
preface "that it will take its place among
English-speaking peoples as a reliable
textbook to which the general practitioner
can turn with confidence."
The volumes are of convenient size;

the print is large and admirably spaced,
which makes it easy and pleasant to read.
The whole style of the book, with its
beautiful illustrations, is dignified and
attractive, and reflects the greatest credit
on the English publishers. The price is
necessarily somewhat high, but we regard
the purchase of this work as a first-class
investment, and one which will fully repay
those who are fortunate enough to be able
to possess themselves of this imposing
textbook of general medicine.

Correspondence.
To the Honorary Editor

DEAR SIR, -At the end of this month's
Editorial in the Post-Graduate Medical
Journal, the possibility of organizing
evening tuition in General Medicine and
Surgery for general practitioners was
mentioned. I think such tuition is cer-
tainly needed and a Course given on one
evening a week would meet the needs
of most men requiring such a Course.
Probably Friday evening in each week
would be the best, as some men able to
get away for the week-end would find
this convenient. Personally, I should
certainly join any such Course meeting
on Friday evenings, as I could get a
week-end ticket to London each week.
I might suggest that the proportion of
evenings devoted to the different branches
should be somewhat in the ratio given
below, assuming a Course lasting twelve
weeks:-

General Medicine-Six evenings (per-
haps one evening each could be devoted
to diseases of the nervous system, lungs,
heart, alimentary canal, and the other
two to general demonstration of cases).

General Surgery-Two evenings.
Ante-natal Diagnosis and Treatment-

Two evenings.
Eye Diseases or Throat, Nose and Ear

Diseases or Skin Diseases-Two evenings
(a different speciality being dealt with in
each Course).
Such an allocation of time would

fairly balance the needs of the average
practitioner.
Another way of meeting the require-

ments of this class of practitioner would
be to greatly increase the number of week-
end Courses, and to deal in successive
Courses with:

General Medicine.
Heart Diseases.
Chest (Lungs).
Nervous Diseases.
General Surgery.
Eye, Throat, Nose and Ear, Skins.

Personally, I could attend such Courses
five or six times during the Summer and
occasionally during the Winter.

Yours faithfully,
(Signed) W. E. ROPER SAUNDERS.

Birmingham.
April 22, I932.
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