
Editorial.
THE writing of an Editorial is always an onerous and responsible matter, and in the
temporary absence of our chief Editor the task devolves upon his subordinates. We
feel we should not be doing our duty either to him or to our readers if we did not open
our leading article with a word of hearty congratulation to him upon his recent marriage.
Mr. Ryan is well known to many of our readers, and we feel sure that they will join with
us in wishing him long life and prosperity, and the very best of happiness in this his
latest and most Elysian venture.

The recent M.R.C.P. Evening Course, which was the first of its kind and was begun
by way of experiment in view of the popularity of its fellow-course in Surgery, has on
the whole been attended with no small success. Fourteen candidates presented them-
selves for the Course, and it is evident from the general observations that have been
made that the demonstrations have fulfilled their objective. Now that those who have
already entered their names have had an opportunity of realizing exactly what is being
supplied to them to meet the needs of forthcoming examinations, it is to be hoped that
the next M.R.C.P. Course, which will be held in June, will see a larger number of
attendants. It is, perhaps, not unfair to remark that in no other systematic demonstra-
tions are such opportunities provided of seeing large numbers of specially selected cases
of the type commonly set in examinations, with the additional advantage that candidates
receive the undivided attention of many well-known teachers from the different hospitals
in London. In the six Clinical Evenings, no less than 60 cases were provided, and 30
demonstrators took part in the teaching.

Readers of previous numbers of this Journal will have already learned that a
"Rota" system for post-graduate teaching has been contemplated. We are happy to
say that the arrangements for this system are rapidly approaching completion, and if
anyone desiring post-graduate instruction cares to avail himself of it, provision can be
made by the Secretary at the Society's Offices, No. I, Wimpole Street.

The system briefly is as follows. A number of consultants, embracing all branches
of medical work, including the specialities, have signified their willingness to take to the
various institutions at which they work a limited number of post-graduates on stated
days. A full list can be seen at the offices of the Fellowship of Medicine, where the
rota will be kept, with all times, and dates covering three months ahead. Members
desirous of attending any one, or more, of these sessions should give in their names to
the Secretary. As the numbers of post-graduates who can attend on any one particular
occasion are limited, it may be that a prospective student may have to defer his attend-
ance until there is a vacancy. Only members of the Fellowship of Medicine are eligible.

Information as regards fees can be obtained from the Secretary.
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It is hoped that by this method a post-graduate student will be enabled to choose
for himself such work as specially interests him, and also to choose his own teachers.

In a certain number of cases, when hospitals or institutions are a long way off, the
teacher has very kindly consented to arrange for the transport of a limited number of
post-graduates. This arrangement, however, is by no means universal, but where it does
obtain, it is hoped that post-graduates will appreciate the very great courtesy which is
extended to them.

The whole scheme has been designed with a view to provide, as far as is practicable,
individual tuition and personal interest, and it is hoped that this will be appreciated and
made full use of.

We are glad to be able to say that there is every prospect of the revival in the near
future of the course of special teaching in Anaesthetics. Many of our post-graduates will
no doubt remember the excellent tuition given by the late Dr. C. T. W. Hirsch, whose
untimely death removed a charming and attractive teacher whose services were so much
appreciated. We are fortunate in having had an offer from Dr. J. H. T. Challis, who
is prepared to take a certain number of post-graduates for individual tuition in the
administration of anaesthetics in a considerable number of London hospitals. We are
more than grateful to Dr. Challis for his suggestion. His experience and skill as an
anaesthetist and his qualities as a teacher need no mention.

Wlhile we are on the subject of Courses we should like here to raise the question of
the demand for evening tuition in General Medicine and Surgery for men engaged in
general practice. It has been suggested by many that the provision of definite teaching
on similar lines to the M.R.C.P. and F.R.C.S. (Final) Evening Courses would be
welcome. This of course demands considerable thought; the provision of suitable
cases on a large scale and the enlistment of the services of an adequate number of
teachers of experience are matters of no small magnitude, entailing a considerable
amount of extra work on the shoulders of the organizing department of the Fellowship
of Medicine. The question is very largely one of supply and demand, and we feel that
before embarking on such a scheme we should like to have some expression of opinion
from our readers as to the need for such tuition. It is to be hoped that readers of this
Journal will express their opinions freely in the correspondence columns, and the Editors
will be glad to receive constructive suggestions from any who have the subject
at heart and are prepared to co-operate with them in efforts which may be made in this
direction in the future.
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