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7To the Honorary Editor

DEAR SIR, -- have read with great interest
the letter written by Dr. Geoffrey Fenton
in the January issue of the Journal.

I certainly agree that post-graduate
work in Vienna is very well organized and
that by studying their methods of instruc-
tion a great deal could be learnt to improve
the facilities for post-graduate teaching
in London. Conditions in the two cities
are very different, but tnevertheless, many
of their schemes for teaching could with
advantage be introduced into this country.
The problem of supplying the needs of

the graduate in London might be
approached in the light of recognizing
three different groups of post-graduate.

(I) The overseas group. The majority
of these men and women visit this country
with the specific purpose of obtaining a
higher degree. When possible they obtain
resident posts in our hospitals, thereby
keeping in touch with their clinical work.
At the same time they attend the various
classes organized by the teaching hospitals
and the Fellowship of Medicine for those
entering for examinations. In my opinion
this group of post-graduates is very well
catered for in London, and obtain teaching
equal if not superior to that of any other
part of the world. This group, however,
form only a very small proportion of
graduates who desire to do post-graduate
work.

(2) The group of graduates who are
anxious to increase their "'practical"
surgical experience. As Dr. Fenton points
out, cadaver surgery is unobtainable in
London for most of us. I tlhink most
men will rely on Vienna for this class of
work. I cannot visualize any surgeon
being worth his salt without having had
many months experience in cadaver
surgery.

(3) The general practitioners. This
group includes the majority of post-
graduates and for whoml very little has
been done.

I can imagine that some of your readers
will disagree with this opinion, pointing
out the many hospital courses held in
London for the benefit of the general
practitioner.

I believe that hospital courses in general
have been a lamentable failure.
These courses have lost popularity with

the post-graduate because of the evident
lack of enthusiasm for teaching on the
part of the hospital staffs as a whole, and
not ofn account of ally shortage of valuable
clinical material.
One wonders whether their ardour for

teaching has been sapped by over-zealous
deans and secretaries of hospitals in placing
too much work upon the members of the
honorary staff.
On the other hand, the remedy may lie

in the hands of the hospital authorities by
bringing men on their staffs who have
more time to give to their work and to
teaching, by not being burdened with
other hospital appointments. It will, I
think, be agreed that as a general rule
young men make enthusiastic teachers,
and that teaching itself improves their
work and so benefits the hospital and
post-graduate alike.

I hope that the Fellowship of Medicine,
by introducing the "rota" system, will
avail themselves of the oppottunity of
obtaining the services of mnany of these
men who are on the junior staff or waiting
list of various hospitals.
A step to fulfilling the needs of the

general practitioiner has been taken by the
Fellowship in the commencement of
evening classes. This should enable the
London practitioner to attend post-
graduate courses more frequently and
with less inconvenience. To those prac-
titioners from the counties it will enable
them during the day to revise their work
in the hospital at which they graduated,
and to hear the views of teachers from
other hospitals in the evening.

I would suggest that two or three of
these evening courses be held at the same
period whereby the practitioner in the
course of two or three weeks mav attend
one or all the different classes. In this
way he is able to fit in two or three weeks
of intensive study without remaining away
too long from his practice.

In conclusion, the best of luck to the
"Fellowship of Medicine" in striking out
to open a new era in post-graduate work
in London.
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