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The varying types of pain and their
localization in different diseases are-very
clearly described. The value of a second
enema givenl by a trained nuirse in the
diagnosis of intestinal obstruction and
the early signs when operation should be
done are carefully stressed. The second
section deals with differential diagnosis
and in it the author makes the most
valuable observation that he does not
regard acute cholecystitis as an abdominal
emergency. No mention is made of
oxaluria as the cause of an abdominal
distension which may simulate intestinal
obstruction. The third section is a care-
ful and detailed description of pre-
operative, operative and post-operative
treatment.

This book should be read by all general
practitioners, physicians and surgeons.

RADIUM AND CANCER. By H. S.
Souttar, C.B.E., M.D., M.Ch.Oxon.,
F.R.C.S.Eng., Surgeon, London
Hospital, Senior Surgeon, London
Jewish Hospital. Pp. iv + 64.

This little book by Mr. Souttar serves
as a usefu'l introduction for those who
are interested in the study of the radium
treatment of cancer. The introductory
chapters on the physics of radium, and
the apparatus and means of application,
are very clear and succinct. He is a
whole-hearted advocate of needling
malignant tumours with radon seeds, and
has little use for radium needles.
There is a short description of the

bomb treatment, and in our opinion he
rightly condemns its use as exceedingly
dangerous, and the apparatus as cumber-

some. He holds the view that the dangers
from the bomb are so grave that, except
in very special cases, the method will have
to be abandoned in the future.
As far as the expression of Mr. Souttar's

own views on the treatment of cancer
with radonl seeds is concerned, the book
is good; but its value to medical men,
generally, is negligible, as the radium
treatment of cancer is (or should be)
nowadays in the hands of those who
specialize in this subject.

ARS MEDICI.
This is the bound volume for I93I of

the monthly journal of the Americati
Medical Association in Vienna. Written in
English, it contains reviews and abstracts
of the medical literature of Central
Europe. The volume is characterized by
its wealth of material in treatment, and
covers most of the field of surgerv and
medicine. The book is of particular
value to those who cannot read German,
as it enables them to become conversant
with current German medical literature,
and gives the prospective visitor to
Central Europe an idea of those centres
where his own particular branch of work
may be seen with advantage. The section
entitled " International Exchange of
Opinions on Questions of Daily Practice,"
is of particular interest. 0

The history and difficulties of certain
cases are put forward in question form for
diagnosis and suggested treatment, and
the answers are given by eminent authori-
ties. An exchange of ideas in this form
might be advantageouslv adopted in
British Medical Literature.
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Personally known to and recommended by many members of the Fellowship of Medicine.
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