
Editorial.
BOTH inside and outside the world of medicine there is a growing consciousness of the
need for co-operation not only between the various countries of the world which modern

civilization has made interdependent in a high degree, but also between the constituent
parts of the British Empire. It is fitting therefore to hear a famous surgeon describe
medical men as the ambassadors of the world, with a special insistence on their value as
links between the various Imperial units. This ambassadorial function of British
medical men has of course been demonstrated in various ways not the least important of
which has been the provision of opportunities for the physician and the surgeon from
overseas to learn whatsoever lessons British medicine has to teach, and to become
acquainted personally with those who have established the profession here on its present
foundations. The time now seems ripe for further developments in this direction
especially as a suitable scope is already at hand in the Fellowship of Medicine.

It is true that post-graduate teaching in London has been deficient in some

respects, but the innumerable difficulties to be overcome in co-ordinating all the
teaching facilities only emphasize the good work which has been accomplished. That
it has been appreciated is evidenced by the ever-increasilng numbers of men who visit
this country to obtain our higher degrees. The major credit for past teaching goes
of course to the teaching schools which will always play their most importanlt part in
this work. The Fellowship of Medicine has similarly made valuable contributions and
is now organizing still further what has been almost an untouched field of clinical
work, thereby placing London in its true position--the centre of teaching. It is not

over-stating the case to say that there is no city in the world that offers a more
extensive field of clinical material than London; it is the aim of the Fellowship year
by year to place this material before all who wish to take advantage of it.

Before the end of I932 it hopes to have advanced post-graduate teaching a step
further. In the past year new classes have been inaugurated which have more than
justified themselves by their outstanding success, which has been due largely to the
enthusiasm and tuition of the teachers and the careful selection of the cases that they
have chosen to present, and also to the close co-operation of the post-graduates. The
last factor is of vital importance, for on their appreciation of the work depends the
success of all post-graduate instruction.

We confidently expect to maintain the very high standard that course and lectures
reached during the past year. It is the aim of the Fellowship to assist the general
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practitioner and specialist alike, and it is hoped that the programme set out in this
Journal for the year 1932 will fulfil both these functions. It has not yet perhaps
reached the final stage of perfection for all, but that, we hope, will encourage teachers
and post-graduates to offer us constructive rather than destructive criticism. Too harsh
an attitude has perhaps been taken towards the post-graduate work of the Fellowship in
thle past without realizing the many difficulties with which it has had to contend, not
the least of which has been financial. Some very eminent men in the profession in
this country have given their time and their energy for a number of years to foster
post-graduate teaching in face of very spasmodic encouragement.

If the work continues to be of a high standard the necessary support of the
student is not likely to be lacking.

One of the difficulties that has manifested itself, particularly for overseas men, has
been the lack of facilities for a common meeting place. In view of this the Fellowship
has obtained the co-operation of the Overseas League for the coming year, and we
hope that this may be a nucleus for many meetings between teachers and students,
which will enable not only the visiting men from abroad to meet one another when
resident here, but will afford the medical men of this country an opportunity of forming
valuable friendships with their Overseas colleagues.
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