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Medical Anniversary

JEAN-MARTIN CHARCOT, 29 November 1825

Jean-Martin Charcot (1825-93) was born in Paris, France, the second son of a
carriage-maker. He trained in Paris and became a physician at the Salpetriere Hospital.
There are several disorders which Charcot was the first to describe and these are known as
Charcot's diseases. They include intermittent claudication (1856), lead poisoning (1864),
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and multiple sclerosis (1865), and tabetic arthropathy (1869).
He died of pulmonary oedema and angina due to aortic incompetence in August 1893.

Axel Munthe described Charcot as short of stature, with the chest of an athlete and the
neck of a bull, a white clean-shaven face, a low forehead, cold penetrating eyes, an aquiline
nose, sensitive lips and the mask of a Roman emperor. His brilliant Friday morning case
demonstrations were acclaimed internationally.

In August 1881 the seventh International Medical Congress was held in London. Char-
cot discussed neuropathic joint disease and localisation of function in the cerebral cortex.
In the main hall of the congress there were busts of Pasteur, Virchow, and Charcot, and at
the final dinner in the Crystal Palace the night sky was lit with firework portraits of Paget
and Charcot. - D GJames
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