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treatment, such as haemorrhoids and hiatus
hernia, and others procedures, such as injec-
tion of varices. Inevitably some conditions
like Crohn's disease get less than adequate
coverage, being given the same space as that
allocated to, say, barium enema. Also not all
pages may be suitable for handing to patients
without a fair amount of explanation, particu-
larly some of the more explicit drawings of
procedures!

Generously, the publishers indicate that
they welcome the photocopying of the textual
and pictorial material for non-profit,
educational and patient use, so I for one will
be getting copies ofmany pages to keep in the
top drawer of the consulting room desk.

IT GILMORE
Consultant Physician and Gastroenterologist, Royal

Liverpool University Hospitals, Liverpool, UK

Urology

Fast facts. Urology highlights 1996, J
Shah, ed. pp 80, illustrated. Health Press,
Oxford, 1997. £10.95, paperback.

This slim publication belies the volume of
information contained within it. A
distinguished group of internationally recog-
nised authors has been charged by the editor
to review recent developments in their areas
of expertise which appeared in the literature
in 1966. What results is an eminently
readable volume spanning a vast area of uro-
logical surgery. Brevity is the rule of the day
and perhaps this is a distraction in some
chapters which can tend to read as a series on
'one-liners' when the reader is avid for just a
little more detail. The saving grace is the
selection of pertinent references.
The technique of demanding of each

author a list of 'what's in; what's out' is most
eye-catching and novel. Tantalisingly, how-
ever, there is often no explanation in the text,
nor in the references, to explain the decision.
Why is indoramin 'out', for example?

One or two incongruities have slipped in.
Much emphasis, for example, is given by the
paediatrician to a novel modification for dis-
tal hypospadias repair, yet this technique is
not mentioned by the reconstructors who
devote half a page to hypospadias surgery. Is
the Snodgrass technique really that much of a
landmark of innovative surgery?
Each chapter is colour coded, which aids

access and reference. I suspect the editor
anticipates a short shelf-life for the book and
would prefer every urologist to carry a
volume in their pocket for its duration. I
would certainly recommend that they do: it's
a little gem.

K PARSONS
Royal Liverpool University Hospital,

Liverpool L7 8X1, UK

Neuromuscular transmission

Neuromuscular transmission, Leo HDJ
Booij, ed. pp x + 196, illustrated. BMJ Pub-
lishing Group, London, 1996. £27.95,
paperback.

This book, which aims to update practition-
ers on recent developments in the field, com-
prises eight chapters by 10 contributors. The
first three chapters deal with the physiology
of neuromuscular transmission. The first two
chapters, contributions on pre-junctional
physiology and post-junctional mechanisms,
are both clear and up to date. The third
chapter, on central control of neuromuscular
transmission, is disappointing; it is not well
focused, and attempts to summarise material
dealt with earlier.
There follow three chapters on pharmaco-

logical aspects. The first is an excellent over-
view which deals with basic pharmacological
concepts and also surveys the neuromuscular
effects of a wide range of drugs. The place of
suxamethonium in current practice, and the
use of the non-depolarising drugs each

occupy a chapter. The latter is comprehen-
sive, but the British reader may find that the
emphasis does not reflect current practice;
doxacurium receives as much attention as
cisatracurium, and pancuronium only a little
less than rocuronium.
The final two chapters deal with muscle

relaxants and co-existing disease, and with
monitoring and reversal of neuromuscular
block.

Inevitably there is some overlap between
chapters. There are other minor irritations,
for example, tables on consecutive pages giv-
ing pharmacokinetic data for non-
depolarising agents in different units, and in
some cases with different values. The text is
extensively referenced; in some chapters this
is excessive for the general reader.
The general standard is, however, compe-

tent and thorough. The book will serve both
as an update and as a reference, and all
anaesthetists will learn something from it.

CJ PARKER
Department ofAnaesthesia, Royal Liverpool Hospital,

Liverpool L8 8XP1 UK

Gynaecology

Patient pictures. Gynaecology, M Staf-
ford. pp 34, illustrated. Health Press,
Oxford, 1996. £10.95, paperback

This is a nicely presented booklet to be used
in the out-patient setting or perhaps in a gen-
eral practitioner's surgery for illustrating
anatomy and various practical procedures,
including surgery. The concept itself is admi-
rable. The format of accompanying text
opposite a series of diagrams is to be recom-
mended and my only criticism is that it is a
pity the illustrations are not in colour to pro-
vide more impact.

DH RICHMOND
Medical Director, Liverpool Women's Hospital,

Liverpool L8 7SS, UK

Books received

A sceptic's medical dictionary, Michael
O'Donnell. pp 209. BMJ Publishing Group,
London, 1997. £14.95, paperback.

What to do in a general practice emer-
gency, M Darwent, R Grigg, I Higginson, E
Peile. pp xiii + 98, illustrated. BMJ Publish-
ing Group, London, 1997. £12.95, paper-
back.

Emergency ophthalmology. A symptom
based guide to diagnosis and early man-
agement Hung Cheng, MA Burdon, SA
Buckley, C Moorman. pp.ix + 3351, illus-
trated. BMJ Publishing Group, London,
1997. C49.00, paperback.

Atlas ofbreast examination, Ian S
Fentiman, Hisham Hamed, pp vii + 70,
illustrated. BMJ Publishing Group, London,
1997. £17.95, paperback.

Non-invasive cardiovascular monitor-
ing. Principles and practice series,
Hayes, B. pp vi + 229, illustrated. BMJ Pub-
lishing Group, London, 1997. £24.95,
paperback.

Epidemiology for the uninitiated, 4th
edn, D Coggan, G Rose, DJP Barker. pp 69,
illustrated. BMJ Publishing Group, London,
1997. £9.95, paperback.

Pain relief in labour, R Russell, J Porter,
M Scrutton, ed F Reynolds. pp x + 252,
illustrated. BMJ Publishing Group, London,
1997. £24.95, paperback.

The new dictionary ofmedical ethics,
KM Boyd, R Higgs, AJ Pinching, eds. pp xii
+ 285. BMJ Publishing Group, London,
1997. £19.95, paperback.
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