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prioritise their time. For the majority it is the time spent on
CME that is being eroded. Clinicians may feel that the
importance society is now attaching to CME is yet another
burden in what is already a very busy life. Hopefully
clinicians will not simply ignore these advances, but use
them to their own advantage. Successful CME requires
both an environment of encouragement and adequate
resources. Its implementation will be to the benefit of
society in general, and to its medical specialists in partic-
ular.
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Editor
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PROFESSOR PAUL TURNER, CBE
PRESIDENT, FELLOWSHIP OF POSTGRADUATE MEDICINE

1986-1993

Paul Turner, who died on Christmas Day 1994, was an
academic and clinical pharmacologist of international
renown. He had been Hon Secretary to the Fellowship
of Postgraduate Medicine from 1980 to 1984 and
President from 1986 to 1993.
He trained in medicine at the Middlesex Hospital and

following medical appointments at the Royal Free and
Edgware General Hospital he was appointed lecturer in
pharmacology and clinical pharmacology at St Bar-
tholomew's Hospital in 1963.

It was this department that he led subsequently as
Professor of Clinical Pharmacology and consultant
physician from 1972 until his retirement in 1993.
During this time his involvement in, and contribution
to, clinical pharmacology and medical education was
outstanding by any measure. Both as teacher and
researcher as well as with his interest in the application
of clinical pharmacology to patient care, Paul's reputa-
tion was international, especially in Australia, India,
Africa and China.

Paul had a major influence on the world of medical
journals, being founder editor of the British Journal of
Clinical Pharmacology and of Human Toxicology. For
many years he was a member of the editorial board ofthe
Postgraduate Medical journal making major contribu-
tions to the journal itselfand to the management ofit and
its supplements.
For some 15 years he chaired the Committee on

Toxicity of Chemicals in Food, Consumer Products and
the Environment for the Department of Health and was
for 14 years the vice chairman of the British Phar-
macopoeia Commission where his ideas and sound
practical common sense shaped many of the changes
which occurred in British clinical pharmacology during
this time. He was made a Commander of the British
Empire (CBE) in the New Year's Honours in 1992.

In addition to his remarkable energy and infectious
enthusiasm he always found time to help those who
sought his support. His contribution to the Fellowship,
to which he devoted himselfwholeheartedly, did not flag
despite recent illness.

Following his retirement from St Bartholomew's his
committment seemed rather to increase and as vice
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president of the Fellowship he continued to give wise
advice and practical help to Council in addition to his
many other demanding academic posts in London.
Those who have worked with him over the years will

miss those qualities of intellect, energy and good
humour, and above all, leadership, which Paul brought
to everything he did; none will miss these more than the
Fellowship. MWNN
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