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pathology. Each system is dealt with in turn, in most cases
by an acknowledged expert on the histopathology of the
diseases under discussion. The volume works well as a
whole and gives an encyclopaedic view. The editors
acknowledge in their preface that having so many section
authors can lead to difficulty and there are some examples
of duplication, such as the two sections on extra-hepatic
biliary atresia. There is also variation between sections.
Many are well illustrated with high quality colour photo-
graphs, a minority have just a few black and white prints.
The chapters on the circulatory and respiratory systems
and on the pathology of tropical infections are excellent.
Although a long read from cover to cover, I expect

many doctors will wish to possess this volume and to use it
for reference. Of the two volumes, my personal opinion is
that Volume 1 (The Principles ofPathology) is the better.
The publishers have decided that, in paperback, the
volumes can be bought separately. Some purchasers may
wish to do that.

J.R. Salisbury
King's College School of
Medicine and Dentistry,

Denmark Hill,
London SE5 8RX.

Leukemia and Lymphoma Reviews 1, edited by Aaron
Polliack. Pp. 381, illustrated. Harwood Academic Pub-
lishers, Reading, Paris, Tokyo, Pennsylvania, 1992.
Hardback £36.00.

All of these articles have previously been published in the
journal Leukemia and Lymphoma. Although the concept
of collecting together invited reviews from a specialist
journal and publishing them in one book is an interesting
one, I am not convinced the experiment has been entirely
successful. Many of the 36 invited articles will be of
interest to clinicians involved in the management of
haemato-oncological disease; the topics covered range
from new cytotoxic drugs such as 2-chlordeoxyadenosine
to the molecular biology of B-cell lymphomas so this
book is suitable for 'dipping into'. Most of the reviews are
excellent, and the text is well laid out with colour plates
collected at the back of the book, and an index which is
rather bald but probably adequate.

Unfortunately this collection does not provide a com-
prehensive review of leukaemia and lymphoma and any
reader seeking such a text should look elsewhere. I have a
strong impression that once this volume is parked on my
bookshelf, it will gather dust but my lack of enthusiasm
relates to the fact I will not remember if a particular
subject is covered in this book - so I will reach for a
reference work or carry out a literature search.

N.J.T. O'Connor
Department of Pathology,

Royal Shrewsbury Hospital North,
Mytton Oak Road,

Shrewsbury S73 8XQ.

Oxford Textbook of Clinical Pharmacology and Drug
Therapy, second edition, D.G. Grahame-Smith and J.K.
Aronson. Pp. xviii + 756, illustrated. Oxford University
Press, New York, Oxford, 1992. Hardback £55.00.

The first edition of this Oxford-based textbook of clinical
pharmacology and therapeutics quickly established itself
as a major text among undergraduates and prescribing
doctors, and has gone through four reprints since 1984.
The subject has moved on, however, and important
advances have been made in therapeutics, and so this
second edition is welcome. It is larger than the first, and
the authors have wisely enlisted the help of specialist
colleagues to assist in writing the chapters on various
areas of therapeutic practice.
An attractive feature of the book, particularly the

earlier chapters on the basic science of clinical phar-
macology, is the use of seminal research papers to
illustrate fundamental principles, to which the enquiring
student may refer for further reading.

Professor P. Turner
Department of Clinical Pharmacology,

St Bartholomew's Hospital,
West Smithfield,

London ECIA 7BE.

Gynaecology, J. Rymer, A.N. Fish and M. Chapman.
Pp. 128, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, London, New
York, Tokyo, Melbourne, 1992. Paperback £7.95.

With claims of being 'user friendly', 'unique' and 'essen-
tial' this small book promised much but delivered little.
What should have been a collection ofsuperb examples of
different gynaceological pathologies, techniques and
treatments, has ended up failing to provide a stimulus to
learning the subject. The level aimed at is never clear,
detail is variable, and there are missed opportunities to
inform almost on every page. It is often a missing phrase
here and there, that detracts so much from the text; for
example, if the gynaecological history is taken, then list a
full account of what is required (and include enquiry
about intermenstrual and post-coital bleeding).
The text accompanying this fine collection of photo-

graphs is often clumsy ('it is not worth investigating
women who miscarry - unless they have had three . .),
oversimplified to the point ofbeing no use at all or open to
question (does a complete abortion really need an evacua-
tion? Dilatation and evacuation is not usually with
suction). There is an inconsistent lack of definitions, and
the recurrent use of often unexplained abbreviations will
be frustrating to those not already familiar with
gynaecology.
The photographs themselves are not always clear and

could sometimes do with highlights or labels. There is, for
example, a photograph of an ultrasound scan showing
cerebral toxoplasmosis with nothing to indicate the
features of this rare condition. Why show the instruments
for laparoscopy and not for D and C, and which
instrument is which anyway? What features of the picture
of vaginal cytology show oestrogenic stimulation? They
do, however, include some fine examples of
gynaecological malignancy. Clinical stagings are some-
times difficult to remember, so this is a useful aide
memoire. It is a pity that the pictures of such common
conditions such as ectopic pregnancy appear to have been
taken from museum specimens.

There are too many errors to recommend this small
volume to students, and this is surprising given the
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pedigree of the authors. Perhaps a second edition might
make use of other photographs which might be sent in to
the authors (no Bartholin's cyst?), with a clearer explana-
tion of those pictures already used. How does a picture of
a person apparently performing GIFT beside what looks
like a perspex incubator tell the reader that the difference
between this and IVF is in the preparation and site of
return to the women? Sadly disappointing.

P. Banfield
P. Milton

Department of Gynaecology,
Addenbrooke's Hospital,
Cambridge CB2 2QQ.

Foundations of Respiratory Care, edited by David J.
Pierson and Robert M. Kacmarek. Pp. 1306, illustrated.
Churchill Livingstone, London, New York, Edinburgh,
Tokyo, 1992. Hardback £70.00.

The title of this 1,246 page textbook on respiratory care is
appropriate: the text provides the foundations of know-
ledge of modern respiratory care. As the editors state in
their introduction: this book will help to practise respira-
tory care rationally, safely, and cost effectively. As stated,
this text provides the physiology and pathophysiology
which compromise the 'bricks and mortar' which the
Foundations ofRespiratory Care are built on. The primary
readership for this book will likely be respiratory care
technicians and respiratory nurses. It contains more than
would be required for trained pulmonologists of back-
ground information in basic anatomy and physiology of
the lung. To some extent, this text is a hybridization of
clinical pulmonary and respiratory care information. The
basic anatomy of the heart and the blood vessels is briefly
reviewed, there is information on the fundamental car-
diac physiology and a succinct treatment of the basics of
lung function analysis. Because of the inclusion of rather
basic 'preclinical' materials this book is perhaps more
suitable for the respiratory therapists. With this target
readership in mind the authors also included a single
chapter on respiratory diseases in children. Smoking and
travel advice for patients with chronic lung disease are
covered as well as ethical issues in respiratory care and the
psychosocial aspects of critical care. This textbook is
astonishingly well referenced with the inclusion of perti-
nent recent citations. A chapter on drug-induced lung
disease mentioned the hypersensitivity reaction to
bleomycin but fails to alert the reader to the often fatal
synergy between bleomycin and oxygen treatment. The
chapters on the methods of thevarious mechanical modes
of ventilation are illustrated with pressure- and volume
wave forms, there are detailed schematical drawings and
even samples for the proper charting of ventilator/patient
interface-related parameters. Overall, this is a very useful
and very practical book that can be recommended to
anyone working with critically ill pulmonary patients.

N. Voelkel
Division of Pulmonary Sciences and

Critical Care Medicine,
University of Colorado Health Sciences Center,

Box C-272,
4200 East Ninth Street,

Denver, Colorado 80262, USA.

Diagnostic Ultrastructure of Non-neoplastic Diseases,
edited by John M. Papadihitrou, Douglas W. Henderson
and Domonic V. Spagnolo. Pp. 728. Churchill Living-
stone, London, Edinburgh, New York, Tokyo, 1992.
Hardback £200.00.

The book aims to describe cases where electron micro-
scopy is essential for diagnosis or where electron micro-
scopy provides contributory information and increased
understanding of most non-neoplastic diseases encoun-
tered in diagnostic human ultrastructural pathology. This
handsome book is a companion volume to the widely
acclaimed Ultrastructural Appearances of Tumours by
Henderson, Papadimitriou and Coleman. The editors
have successfully recruited an international team of 41
experts including eight from the UK. The contents
comprises 30 chapters each with a concise and clinically
relevant text supported by extensive references which are
valuable for further study. The first three chapters are
concerned with the techniques of transmission electron
microscopy and the diagnostic applications of scanning
electron microscopy. There follows six chapters, each
covering such topics as the cell, stromal aberrations,
storage diseases, prenatal diagnosis of genetic disorders
and organisms. Chapter 11 is concerned with tumour-like
disorders, an important group of conditions, which often
provide difficult diagnostic problems in practice. The rest
of the book consists of 18 chapters, each dealing with
comprehensive descriptions of the ultrastructure ofmajor
systems or single organs.
As you would expect from a publication arising from

these two well-known medical centres, the illustrations
are of a uniformly high standard. The single most
important criterion of success in any atlas is the quality of
the illustrations and this is especially desirable in a book
containing many monochrome electron micrographs.
With the increasing use of immunohistochemistry and

other cell-labelling techniques in recent years electron
microscopy has tended to be less used in diagnostic
pathology than hitherto. I subscribe to the view, however,
that diagnostic electron microscopy should not be regard-
ed as an isolated discipline but a technique integral to
surgical pathology. The editors, who are practising
clinical pathologists, have successfully achieved this
approach in this volume.

It has been estimated that ultrastructural examination
can contribute useful information in approximately
1-5% of tumour specimens examined in most teaching
hospital pathology departments. Electron microscopy,
however, is probably less used in the diagnosis of
non-neoplastic diseases, although it has a useful role in
renal pathology, muscle disorders, skin pathology and
virus diagnosis. Nonetheless I am confident that this book
will become a vital bench manual for anyone with an
interest in this field. This book should be available in all
departments where both trainees and experienced patho-
logists will find this book valuable for daily reference.

Professor E.L. Jones
Medical School,

University of Birmingham,
Birmingham B15 2TT.
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