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duo as a gastric surgeon of great eminence. He has also
spent some time in England and this will enhance the
value of this atlas amongst British readers. Similarly, Ms
Gwynne Gloeges' illustrations indicate a breadth and
depth of experience linked with enviable talent.

Undoubtedly, the need for this atlas exists. Many
surgeons in training will see very few operations carried
out for benign disease of an elective nature. They may,
however, be called upon to do emergency procedures for
complications of ulcers, elective surgery for the few in
whom drug treatment fails and, for a few years to come,
there will be the complications of previous surgery upon
which to attempt corrective surgery. The incidence of
malignant disease is certainly not diminishing. There may
be moments at which a young surgeon is faced with an
organ in trouble and about whose management he has
little practical experience.
A general complaint about atlases is that the illustra-

tions are always of the ideal anatomy. The use of black
and white also detracts from the sense of reality, for
example, of the obese patient and the threatening purple
proximity of the spleen. To illustrate this point, this
reviewer feels that the illustrations on page 107 of the
division of the short gastrics represent a situation some
way removed from that usually faced when working one's
way along the greater curvature, trying to see the short
gastric vessels embedded in fat - atlases are no substitute
for 'hands on' experience. It is noted that page 107 is
repeated as page 129 (and 213), indeed the operation for
volvulus is largely a repeat of the Nissen procedure.
There are several references to the use of non-

absorbable sutures admitted on outer (Lembert) layers.
The emphasis should be made that only absorbable
sutures should be used on the mucosa in gastric surgery
because of the risk ofulceration around non-absorbables.
Perhaps the atlas lacks personal comments of this type.

Kocher's manoevre is mentioned but does not appear
to be described and does not appear in the index. It is
quite an important and usually inadequately performed
technique.
Dr Zinner makes the expected use of stapling devices -

indeed he is conservative in the use thereof. There are
perhaps some differences in stapling technique that could
be mentioned but this is not so much a criticism as
highlighting differences ofpersonal technique. I regret the
lack of mention of Lanes Twin clamps (modified by
Tanner) which have made gastro-jejunal anastomoses so
safe and easy over the years.
The book, despite these minor criticisms, shows one

man's views on how it can be done and, since the

apprenticeship method is well tried and tested, Dr Zinner
is a good man to follow. It should be readily available in
operating department libraries. It is, as one would expect
from this publisher, well produced and presented. All
concerned should be complimented.

E.S. Field
Brook General Hospital,

London SE18.

The Leukemic Cell, 2nd edition, edited by D. Catovsky.
Pp. 428, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh,
London, Melbourne, New York, Tokyo, Madrid, 1991.
Hardback £60.00.

This book aims to provide an up-to-date summary of the
method by which leukaemic cells may be studied in vitro
and hence some insight into the leukaemic process. It is a
multi-author volume with chapters contributed by
experts in the field who describe the various laboratory
techniques which may be used in studying leukaemic cells.
The methods described range from cytochemistry, his-
tology and electron microscopy through to monoclonal
antibodies, cytogenetics and molecular biological
analysis. The balance of the book is generally good but
there are far too many electron micrographs with two
chapters on the ultrastructure of lymphoid and of
leukaemia cells. My other criticism of this book is the
absence of coloured plates in the chapter on marrow
histology so that, although the chapter is well written, it is
unlikely to be used in preference to a colour atlas.
As my own thesis described the practical value of

'immunoglobulin and T-cell receptor gene re-
arrangement in the investigation of lymphoproliferative
disorders', I turned to this chapter with interest. The
molecular biology is clearly presented and the technique's
value in the diagnosis of leukaemia clearly outlined.
However, as the authors ignored their given subject and
barely mention solid tissue analysis, perhaps they should
have changed the chapter title! These few points aside,
this is a good book which is well written and up to date; it
will be a useful reference work for departments of
academic haematology.

N. O'Connor
Royal Shrewsbury Hospital,

Mytton Oak Road,
Shrewsbury SY3 8XF.
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