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Localized scleroderma and hemiatrophy in
association with antibodies to double-stranded DNA

Sir,
The report of Dr Adebajo and colleagues' includes a
further report of a patient with facial hemiatrophy and
localized scleroderma, an association which has been
previously reported2'3 and which invites speculation as to
a possible shared pathogenetic mechanism. Such a
mechanism may also be applicable to certain patients
with 'idiopathic' Parry-Romberg hemifacial atrophy
(PRHFA), the aetiology of which has in the past promp-
ted much speculation.

Reporting on a boy with mild hemifacial atrophy,
localized leg and trunk scleroderma, and positive anti-
nuclear antibodies, Lewkonia & Lowry3 commented that
impairment of facial growth in PRHFA appeared
analogous to the effect of linear scleroderma in the limbs.
The clinical overlap of localized scleroderma and
PRHFA prompted them to conclude that the two syn-
dromes were nosologically related and that PRHFA was
no more than an anatomically limited form of localized
scleroderma without limb or trunk involvement, rather

than a developmental anomaly or dysplasia. If this theory
is correct, it will be interesting to learn whether
'idiopathic' PRHFA patients have antibodies to double-
stranded DNA.' However, it should be remembered that
PRHFA is a clinically heterogeneous condition, and this
may reflect aetiological heterogeneity.

Andrew J. Larner
The Midland Centre for Neurosurgery & Neurology,

Holly Lane, Smethwick,
Warley, West Midlands B67 7JX.
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