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Book Reviews

Carers, Professionals and Alzheimer's Disease, Proceed-
ings of the 5th Alzheimer's Disease International Confer-
ence, edited by Desmond O'Neill. Pp. viii + 327. John
Libbey, London, Paris, Rome, 1991. Paperback £21.

This is a book based on the Fifth Alzheimer's Disease
International Conference held at Trinity College Dublin
in September 1989.

Contributors to the Conference were not only doctors
but other professionals and carers from all parts of the
world. Much of the book therefore deals with experiences
or description of new initiatives from various depart-
ments around the globe. The style and quality of the
chapters is therefore variable, as one would expect.
The last three sections, dealing with the nature of

Alzheimer's disease, diagnosis, assessment and therapy
are well written and referenced. These proceedings give a
clear overview of Alzheimer's disease and the way it has
been tackled internationally and in my view deserve a
place on the bookshelf of departments involved in the
provision of services for patients with Alzheimer's disease
and their carers.

G.S. Rai
Department of Geriatric Medicine,

Whittington Hospital,
London N19 5NF.

A Colour Atlas of the Brain and Spinal Cord, Marjorie A.
England and Jennifer Wakely. Pp. 288, illustrated. Wolfe
Publishing, London, 1991. Hardback £32.

This is a beautiful atlas which is ajoy to use. Produced on
high-quality glossy paper it is packed with pictures of the
brain and spinal cord either in natural colours or in
various neurohistochemical stains. They are well labelled.

Unfortunately the immense importance of the study of
neuroanatomy as the basis for interpretation of neuro-
logical symptoms and signs is not always adequately
explained. Further demands are made by recent advances
in distribution of neurotransmitters by referring to such
structures as the locus caeruleus, raphe nuclei and basal
nucleus of Meynert. Most standard books are very vague
about these structures, though the book being reviewed
does provide information about the first two. There are a
few short chapters summarizing the concepts of the major
neuroanatomical systems such as the sensory and motor
paths, visual pathways and limbic system.
At £32 this book seems to provide quite unparalleled

value.

D.E. Sharland
Department of Geriatric Medicine,

Whittington Hospital,
London N19 5NF.

First on Call for Urology, Robert K. Carruthers.
Pp. x + 85, illustrated. Macmillan Press, Scientific &
Medical, London, Basingstoke, 1991. Paperback £6.95.

This book achieves the declared aim of providing a short
but succinct guide to the practical management of
common urological problems for new housemen, locums
or nursing staff.

It is well laid out with appropriately simple line
diagrams. The practical advice is clearly given in a very
readable form. It is of a size that can truly be described as
pocket book. With the recent declared intention of
reducing junior doctors' hours it is anticipated that cross
specialty cover will become the rule rather than the
exception. The timing of this publication therefore is very
appropriate and the advice given will be of great help to
the reader who may well have had minimal exposure to
urological teaching as an undergraduate. I would like to
have seen a chapter on fluid balance and the investigation
and managemnt ofrenal failure as the immediate help ofa
nephrologist is not always to hand.
An excellent little book which can be recommended for

all new housemen.

J.C. Gingell
Southmead Hospital,
Westbury-on- Trym,
Bristol BSIO 5NB.

Out of Sight, Out of Mind - Mental Illness: Who Cares?
Pp. 47. The MSD Foundation, London, 1991. £5.

This symposium addressed issues of concern to both
those who work with the mentally ill, and to those
members of the public who feel that the shift from
hospital-based to community care has resulted in an
increase in the number of the severely mentally ill on the
streets of towns and cities. It brought together distin-
guished speakers from a wide variety of backgrounds to
discuss changes that may be 'both feasible and desirable'
in regard to their care. That the initial two speakers on the
subject 'What is mental illness?' were a general practi-
tioner and a sociologist may have reflected a healthy shift
away from regarding mental illness as the exclusive
province of the psychiatrist. This was followed by the
presentation of market research recently carried out on
opinions and attitudes of both the public and of a
selection of members of Parliament of all parties to
mental health issues. Interestingly, mental health was
ranked only fifth out of seven in the priority of health care
areas among the MPs, a situation that will have to be
changed if the mental health lobby is to succeed in gaining
a greater slice of the National Health Service cake. 'When
community care fails' was addressed from the perspective
of a police superintendent who outlined the burden that
this places on his already overworked and ill-equipped
force. Until the title 'Agenda for success', Parliamentary
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Secretary for Health, Stephen Dorrell, gave a robust but
unconvincing defence of Government health strategies,
and I found myself more in agreement with Sir Michael
Drury who concluded that, 'The agenda for success exists
around us. It does not need new research or new
knowledge. It needs the proper application of what we
already know'. This timely symposium report should be
of interest to both GPs and psychiatrists. It should find its
way into medical libraries and be closely studied by those
involved in health policy making at all levels.

Rachel Hennessy
Springfield Hospital,
61 Glenburnie Road,
London SWJ7 7QJ.

Recent Advances in Surgery, no. 14, edited by I. Taylor
and C.D. Johnson. Pp. vii + 260, illustrated. Churchill
Livingstone, Edinburgh, London, Melbourne, New
York, Tokyo, 1991. Paperback £19.95.

Faced with the flood of surgical publications and the ever
increasing number of technical journals, our task of
keeping abreast with what is new and important in our
speciality is made easier by the excellent series of articles

that appear in successive issues of Recent Advances in
Surgery.
The editors of this 14th edition, from the University of

Southampton, are to be congratulated on an excellent
choice of subjects and authors, which well reflect current
topics ofimportance and ofrapid change. First on the list
must be placed the really excellent review of alternatives
to cholecystectomy for stones, a truly masterly contribu-
tion which takes us through the plethora of possibilities.
Other subjects range over technical problems such as liver
resection, rectal prolapse and malignant melanoma,
important aspects of trauma - chest injuries, blast and
burns - the debate on management for cancer of the
pancreas and the nowadays inevitable chapters on AIDS
and audit. The final contribution, by the senior editor,
rounds up with a review of recent advances across a range
of topics along the alimentary tract and the breast.
The editors promise us that this publication will now be

a regular annual event. News that will be received with a
sign of relief by hard pressed surgeons.

Professor Harold Ellis
Department of Anatomy,
University of Cambridge,

Downing Street,
Cambridge CB2 3D Y.

Books Received

General Pathology, Ian A.R. More and Ian L. Brown.
Pp. 129, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh,
Melbourne, New York, Tokyo, 1991. Softback £7.95.

Head and Neck Oncology - Diagnosis, treatment and
rehabilitation, edited by Ernest M. Myers. Pp. 544,
illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1991.
Hardback £55.00.

Histology and Human Microanatomy, Peter S. Amenta,
revised edition, Hans Elias and John E. Pauly.
Pp. ix + 655, illustrated. Piccin, Padua, 1991. Hardback
£25.00.

The Management of Acute Pain, Gilbert Park and Bar-
bara Fulton. Pp. 166. Oxford University Press, Oxford,
New York, Tokyo, 1991. Paperback £14.95.

The Management of Limb Inequality, edited by M.B.
Mendlaus. Pp. 256, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone,
Edinburgh, 1991. Hardback £55.00.

Musculoskeletal Imaging, J.A. Markist. Pp. 432, illus-
trated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1991. Hard-
back £90.00.

The Normal Child, 10th edition, Ronald Illingworth. Pp.
ix + 450, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh,
London, Melbourne, New York, Tokyo, 1991. Softback
£22.50.

Pharmacology, 2nd edition, H.P. Rang and M.M. Dale.
Pp. 968, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh,
1991. Paperback £24.95.

Prevention and Screening in Office Practice, edited by
Andrew K. Diehl. Pp. 175. Churchill Livingstone, New
York, Edinburgh, London, Melbourne, Tokyo, 1991.
Hardback £22.50.

Radiography Examination Review, 7th edition, William L.
Leonard. Pp. xxii + 230. Medical Examination Pub-
lishing Company, New York, 1991. Softback £19.75.

Vascular Anesthesia, edited by J.A. Kaplan. Pp. 768,
illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, 1991.
Hardback £65.00.
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