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parasites and entomology is better indexed. The section on
laboratory diagnosis has been completely revised and
together with helpful diagrams provides useful and practical
guidelines for side-laboratory techniques.
The chapter on malnutrition follows the style of previous

editions in not offering a classification, equating PEM with
kwashiorkor and giving only half a page to marasmus.
Marasmus and marasmic kwashiorkor are the commonest
problems in most developing countries and need to be put in
their proper perspective. Vitamin A deficiency suffers from
being divided between the chapters on vitamin deficiency and
eye diseases.
There is more attempt to make reference to children than in

previous editions, particularly in offering suggested paediat-
ric drug dosage. However, for most paediatricians, the
information on some subjects is too scant to be of practical
value.

This nineteenth edition with its considerable revision is an
excellent textbook on medical disorders in the tropics. Those
wondering whether to invest in it or hold on to their previous
edition would be strongly advised to do the former.

J.B.S. Coulter
Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine,

Pembroke Place, Liverpool L3 5QA

Social Aspects of AIDS, edited by Peter Aggleton & Hilary
Homans. Pp. vii + 194. The Falmer Press (a member of the
Taylor & Francis Group), London, New York, Philadelphia,
1988. Cloth £19.95; paper £7.95.

This book is blatantly political and would be better retitled 'A
Political account of HIV infection and AIDS: homosexual
aspects.' There is only passing mention of social aspects of
AIDS in haemophiliacs, heterosexuals, or intravenous drug
abusers (all of whom have numerous social aspects): these
striking omissions would, despite the contributors' obvious
intentions, lead the naive to think, quite wrongly, that there
was some unique association between AIDS and homosex-
uality.

There is too much inductive reasoning with generalized
conclusions being drawn from single instances. It is surely

ludicrous to draw general conclusions from blatantly
idiosyncratic utterances made by individual police cons-
tables, politicians, or doctors, or made in newspaper articles
(one contributor, seemingly to his surprise, discovered that
not everything in print is correct and that there is indeed
rubbish in the gutter press). There is no significance in the
suggestion that some doctors have recommended mass
quarantine; there are only a few of these doctors who would
freely admit that their views are not the conventional
wisdom. There are surely more important things for the
authors to become enraged about and the only conclusion
that should be reached is that the publicity that unconven-
tional views receive is the price we have to pay for freedom of
speech.

It is easy to be wonderously wise in retrospect. Yes, there is
a small group of people who may have made errors, have
been misunderstood, harshly criticised, and blamed for
deliberately furthering the epidemic, this group is the govern-
ment who in retrospect, may have acted too late or inapprop-
riately.
The last chapter contains opinions which suggest that the

author or the reviewer are on a different planet. 'Shocking
and obnoxious ... way in which the social group most
affected. . . has simply been left to suffer and die.' 'Lesbians
and gay men ... erased from public consideration. AIDS is
not just a homosexual disease ... is a "shocking and
disgraceful statement" (because it suggests that gay men are
disposable)'. Gay men 'have been efficiently kept (my italics)
in ignorance of AIDS throughout the 1980s by courtesy of
this government'. 'The government's AIDS initiative ...
couched in ... blood-lust, hatred, and thinly veiled contempt
... offered a heady brew of racism, misogeny, and
homophobia.' (Why misogeny is included I'm not sure, but
no doubt our Prime Minister will take this to heart.)

Strangely, I conclude by recommending that this book be
read. To read a book which reinforces your views is merely a
reassurance: to read a book which offers insights into the
vastly differing views of others based on the same facts is an
education.

P.D. Welsby
Department of Infectious Diseases,

City Hospital,
Edinburgh EJO SSB.
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