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health. The story is told in a scholarly and compelling
fashion and I recommend the book with enthusiasm.

Arnold Bloom
106 Harley Street,
London WIN IAF.

Hallucinations and Their Impact on Art, E.M.R. Critchley.
Pp. 185. Carnegie Press, Preston, Lancs, 1987. £10.

Medicine attempts to analyse and understand the mind by
study of it malfunctioning; and by giving insight into it
functioning with supernormal sensitivity. This book com-
bines these two approaches. It displays an amazingly wide
ranging erudition. There are references to history, myth-
ology and hagiography for example, not to mention an
encyclopaedic knowledge of biographical detail and the
private quasi-philosophical world of neurology together
with an enviable sense of aesthetic values. The book,
indeed individual sentences, bursts with information, three
hundred references are included; much of this is fascinat-
ing, some of it wearisome - to read the chapter on
synaesthesia, for example, is an exhausting experience.
Esoteric language is used extravagantly - the reader will
need both a large general dictionary and an equally large
medical dictionary and be prepared to consult them
frequently. All in all a brilliant tour-de-force but a flawed
one because it overwhelms.

P.D.B. Davies
Whittington Hospital,

London N19.

How to do it: 2, many various authors. Pp. x+ 208. British
Medical Journal, London, 1987. £6.95.

This paperback covers 34 activities in 208 pages. It is
aimed at the doctor who has just finished postgraduate
training. Such short sections have encouraged the
tendency to trite advice and to omit the much more
interesting pitfalls - rather like life at second-hand from a
series of social workers.

Overall the book fails whereas it had some success
when published as a series of articles. If a doctor needs
help he would do better turning to a friend or other
professional for comprehensive and up-to-date advice. In
many instances the doctor might do best to learn for
himself: A chapter like 'Choose a better word' by B.J.
Freeman is far too short and 'Write for money' by
Michael O'Donnell far too long.
There are exceptions. In a perfect Baconian essay,

David Morris discusses 'Admit you are wrong'. This
should be read by all, from those who have insufficient
confidence to admit they are wrong to those who are
perhaps too abjectly humble forever professing guilt.
Secondly 'Retire' by David Smithers is a beautiful and
unselfish lesson. At last evidence that not all doctors are
completely obsessed with themselves. Finally, a good

example of a really practical new look 'Work abroad' by
Anne Savage and Iain Wilson.

C.J. Burns-Cox
Department of Medicine,

Frenchay Hospital,
Bristol.

The Knee Joint. A Clinical Guide, Philip Evans. Pp.
x+ 188, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh,
London, Melbourne, New York, 1986. £5.95.

I enjoyed this unusual little book. Dr Evans has produced
a well written and very readable account of the anatomy
and function of the knee joint illustrated by excellent and
singular line drawings. He conveys an infectious enthusi-
asm for the understanding of this most complex joint. His
book is stimulating, instructive and entertaining, and a
pleasure to read.
The volume should be bought and digested by everyone

who may ever examine a knee, irrespective of their
seniority. All will learn from it. It is an invaluable
reference for guidance for the beginner, a source of
reminder for the trainee and a concise summary of his
knowledge for the pundit. There are small points of
opinion which may provoke a quibble, but these are few.
There is a useful bibliography and a glossary of terms
used in the text.

F.T. Horan
Department of Orthopaedics,

Cuckfield Hospital,
Cuckfleld,

Haywards Heath,
West Sussex.

Listening to Gynaecological Patients' Problems, David
Jenkins. Pp. vii + 104, illustrated. Springer-Verlag, London,
Berlin, Heidelberg, New York, Paris, Tokyo, 1986. £5.95.

This is an interesting approach to learning gynaecology
and improving communication skills with patients. It
emphasizes the art of listening to the patient and inter-
preting the history correctly. It does not intend to cover
either clinical signs or investigations in any detail. The
author has clearly understood the difficulties in taking a
good history and the reticence of some patients to discuss
symptoms which are embarrassing or of a confidential
nature.
The chapters deal with symptoms, or groups of symp-

toms and each starts with a series of questions, an
explanation or key to the question, a summary of the
problem and a guide to management and often one or two
references. Questions and their explanations are suitable
and logical. The space devoted to the 'problem' varies and
it is not always evident why. It is debatable as to whether
this section might not have been omitted altogether - it is
not included for every topic and in a small book such as
this, it is difficult to adequately cover the subject without
being too simplistic. The references are helpful but for
postgraduate study they are too few and too many are
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more than ten years old. The text is lucidly written and
the illustrations are apt and appropriate.
Minor criticisms include the use of plasma oestrogen in

the investigation of dysfunctional uterine bleeding, the
Dalcon shield for Asherman's syndrome and the failure to
mention detrusor instability at all when discussing urinary
incontinence.
The book is not expensive and achieves its aim of

enhancing communication skills.

Stuart L. Stanton
Urodynamic Unit,

Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology,
St George's Hospital Medical School,

London SWJ7 ORE.

Multiple Choice Questions in Radiodiagnosis, A. Crozier,
D. Finlay and P. Paciorek. Pp. 122. Churchill Liv-
ingstone, Edinburgh, London, Melbourne, New York,
1986. £5.95.

The multiple choice papers of the Final Examination in
Diagnostic Radiology are, like most multiple choice
papers, extremely trying for most candidates. This collec-
tion of ten papers, each of 30 sections of five questions, is
designed 'to provide teaching as well as practice in
answering multiple choice questions'.

It fulfils its brief admirably. The mix of questions
requires a good balance of clinical and radiological know-
ledge, mostly general but including ultrasound, computer-
ised tomography and nuclear medicine. The layout of the
book is convenient for checking of answers. Most
unusually for a book of this sort, I found the disagree-
ment with answers index very low, and on the whole
rather enjoyed it. I can recommend it to all those
preparing for final FRCR and to those, like myself, who
need to be reminded of what we have forgotten.

But one question remains unanswered. What does the
picture on the front cover mean? Is it, as one of my
colleagues has suggested, a man-hole on the path to
success for these authors?

I. Shirley
Hillingdon Hospital,

Uxbridge,
Middlesex UB8 3NN.

Orthopaedics. The principles and Practice of Musculoskeletal
Surgery, S.P.F. Hughes. Pp. xii + 1077, illustrated.
Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, London, Melbourne,
New York, 1987. £125.

As the authors claim, this is a new textbook on ortho-
paedics and fractures. Their claim that there is a new
approach to the subject matter is valid and indeed, the
unfamiliar layout requires a reviewer to read the book
thoroughly in order to appreciate how much information
it contains (not necessarily where one would expect to
find it) and to appreciate its strengths and weaknesses.
The authors have attempted to link 'basic sciences' with

the presentation, diagnosis and treatment of the musculo-

skeletal system, in the process avoiding the traditional
regional approach. This is pleasantly logical when reading
through the book but makes it difficult to look up and
find information on a single condition. The layout of the
index does not help. For example, if one wished to look
up fractures of the radius the index would not offer help
under 'Fracture' or 'Radius'.
As a text book on the 'basic sciences' and principles of

orthopaedics, I think this textbook is excellent and there-
fore ideal reading for postgraduates preparing for higher
surgical examinations in orthopaedics. There are excellent
and readable chapters on bone, cartilage, biomechanics,
principles of prosthesis design, imaging and genetic factors
- areas where more traditional textbooks are often a bit
thin.
The more clinical sections of the book are a little

patchy, showing perhaps the disadvantages of multiple
contributions. I would have preferred a more systemical
approach to fractures. Somehow traumatology lends itself
more easily to a regional approach as shown by the
chapter entitled 'The knee and other joint injuries' where
the authors have been unable to resist such an approach.
However, this is a matter of personal preference and
should not detract from the several excellent contributions
on trauma.

I would certainly recommend this textbook be bought
for any departmental library and encourage my trainees to
read it. As a more senior orthopaedic surgeon I would
then be delighted to take it home at night to refresh my
knowledge on many subjects which I ought not to have
forgotten. It reads very well and I reviewed this long
textbook with great pleasure.

Professor D.F. Paton
Whittington Hospital,

London N19.

Paediatric Infectious Diseases in Arab Countries, edited by
Abdelaziz Y. Elzouki. Wiley Medical Publications. Pp.
xiv+293, illustrated. John Wiley & Sons, Chichester, New
York, Brisbane, Toronto, Singapore, 1987. £42.50.

Infectious disease remains a major factor affecting morbi-
dity and mortality in children throughout the world.
Three quarters of these infections are associated with
diarrhoea or respiratory symptoms, and in Arab countries
they cause 70% of deaths in early childhood, amongst a
total of two million deaths per annum recorded under five
years of age. This reflects a mortality rate of up to six
times higher that seen in Sweden or Japan. The changing
socioeconomic circumstances of the Arab world provide
an instructive insight into the transition in the pattern of
diseases which is seen as rural communities evolve into
affluent industrialised societies. This background has
generated a book based on the proceedings of a confer-
ence held in Benghazi, the text covering the aetiology, the
epidemiology and management of gastroenteritis, rheuma-
tic fever, meningitis and neonatal infections, with more
general sections on patterns of infection, immunisation
and the use of antibiotics. The chapters are well refer-
enced, and each section is followed by a series of recom-
mendations for future practice.
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