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accquired' could also be taken as a comment on the whole
volume.

I am sure this book deserves a place in the library of most
clinicians dealing with back pain.

P.J. Webb
Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital,

45-51 Bolsover Street,
London WIP 8AQ.

Principles and Practice of Virology, edited by A.J. Zucker-
man, J.E. Banatvala and J.R. Pattison. Pp. ix + 590, illus-
trated. John Wiley, Chichester, New York, Brisbane,
Toronto and Singapore, 1987. £58.00.

With unsuspected new viruses being reported steadily as the
years go by, with new evidence linking viruses to the
induction of human cancer, and with the AIDS epidemic
presenting mankind with a problem of unprecedented
gravity, any new book on clinical virology is to be welcomed.
The present volume consists of sixteen chapters, each by a
separate author or authors expert in a particular field and
ranges across the entire spectrum ofviruses which infect man
from the alphaviruses right through to zostervirus.
The content of the different chapters varies from those

dealing with a particular virus family, herpesviruses,
enteroviruses, or poxviruses, to those dealing with agents
causing particular clinical manifestations such as acute
diarrhoeal diseases or respiratory tract infections. Yet other
chapters are concerned with a single disease such as measles,
rubella, rabies and so on. This lack of a standard pattern of
treatment has led to a certain absence of uniform organiza-
tion of material which make orientation difficult and the
search for a particular type of information rather confusing.
Thus, the busy hospital microbiologist may find considerable
difficulty in unearthing the indications for abortion during
primary CMV infection in the first three months of preg-
nancy which is hidden away in the text although mentioned in
the index, whilst the rarity or otherwise of congenital
varicella infection is not mentioned nor is the severity of
infection with this virus during pregnancy. Certainly the
British PHLS guidelines on this condition regard it as a
problem and unlike the present book recommend the admin-
istration of zoster-immune globulin.
As with any multi-author compilation, the different con-

tributions vary considerably in usefulness. The general
standard is refreshingly high but there are nevertheless
certain quite outstandingly good sections such as that on
hepatitis viruses by Zuckerman himself and papovaviruses
by McCance and Gardner. In contrast one or two of the
chapters are less than helpful.

If the editors had insisted on applying the excellent
organization of the best chapters throughout the book the
volume would have been much improved. It would also have
been improved by more rigorous editing than appears to have
been the case. Abbreviations are introduced without explana-
tion or with explanations on some subsequent page and
certain gross errors have been allowed to slip through. The
Luck6 virus is not a virus from toads but from the North
American leopard frog, the Epstein-Barr virus was not
discovered by Pulvertaft, and the chapter on human slow

infections is marred by the bland assumption that the so-
called prion protein is responsible for the causation of the
central nervous system diseases of this type.

Nevertheless, the value of this book is considerable and its
appearance at this time of major progress in virology is to be
welcomed. It will be a valuable and up-to-date addition to the
reference texts available to the clinical virologist in the AIDS-
troubled times ahead.

Professor M.A. Epstein
Nuffield Department of Clinical Medicine,

John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford, OX3 9DU.

Renal Transplantation, edited by Marvin R. Garovoy and
Ronald D. Guttmann. Pp. xiv + 446, illustrated. Churchill
Livingstone, New York, Edinburgh, London, Melbourne,
1986. £47.50.

After nearly 30 years, the practice of renal transplantation
has now come of age. It is only fitting that an experimental
procedure has become an art, and the multidisciplinary
nature of this art has necessarily meant that no one person
could be expected to master the many facets of the practice of
transplantation.

In producing this book, the editors have gathered a
representative array ofexperts who have set about producing
in simple but comprehensive form, a very readable manual.
All the contributors are from the United States of America
and Canada, and this reflects in the terminology that is used.
This however does not detract from its use in international
transplant circles. Indeed, although there is controversy on
many aspects of renal transplantation, these have all been
properly reflected by the different authors in their presenta-
tions. The editors have, in the space of 446 pages and 15
chapters, taken the readers through the procedures that one
may meet and practice in looking after patients in end-state
renal failure. The early chapters bring home the fact that
dialysis and transplantation are complementary forms of
therapy and, indeed the whole basis of selection and prepara-
tion of patients for either form of treatment is well documen-
ted. It is fitting that the chapters on 'Immunosuppression
Following Transplantation' should actually precede that of
'The Surgical Aspects of Renal Transplantation' and 'The
Diagnosis and Management of Rejection'. The authors of
this section have in fact delved not only into the historical
aspects of immunosuppression, but highlighted the recent
developments, especially in relation to monoclonal
antibodies and total lymph node irradiation. A very compre-
hensive discussion relates to the use of cyclosporin, azath-
ioprine, and prednisolone. I was pleased to note that there is a
section relating to the individual variability and individual-
isation of therapy in management.
The surgical aspects of kidney transplantation occupy

about 30 pages. In this space the authors have managed to
compress not only all aspects of surgical technique and peri-
operative evaluation and care, but indeed mention some of
the complications that can occur. I found the diagrams
relating to the surgical techniques somewhat inadequate. The
authors compensate with an extremely comprehensive
bibliography in this chapter. The prime complication of the
practice of transplantation is rejection and this has adequate
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discussion especially in relation to the use of immunosup-
pressive therapy. Another major share of the book is taken
up by the complications of transplantation and this is only
fitting and proper. However, there is some unfortunate
repetition of views between the different chapters.
Although the book is dedicated to renal transplantation,

there is an excellent chapter on dialysis. By the same token,
there is a good review of recurrent disease, pregnancy, and
other longterm issues. Controversial subjects such as blood
transfusion, the role of matching, and the quality of life after
transplantation, have each been dealt with, and these reviews
will not only stimulate the thoughts ofthe avid reader, but the
excellent bibliography that each chapter has will provide
useful direction to the reader who wishes to follow the subject
further. Not only have complex and challenging aspects of
the longterm morbidity of transplantation been considered,
but in doing so, the rare and unusual events are also
discussed, albeit briefly. Where ambiguity exists, good
recommendations can prove a useful guide to even a
confused surgeon or person not involved in transplantation.

It is indeed extremely difficult to give adequately the views
of all the specialists who contribute to the practice of
transplantation, but I think that this book has gone a long
way towards bringing all these disciplines together
cohesively. As mentioned earlier, I found the line drawings to
be of poor quality, but the radiological pictures were
excellent. The references are all accurate and up to date, and
feature many useful review articles.

I would commend this book to all transplanters, whether
they be surgeons, physicians, immunologists, or laboratory
workers. The price may put it out of reach of the non-
transplanter, but it certainly would be a good manual for
every transplant department and medical library. I find it an
interesting feature that neither of the editors have con-
tributed to a single chapter but I daresay that all their efforts
have been placed into the thorough editing that has gone into
this book.

O.N. Fernando
Department of Nephrology and

Transplantation,
Royal Free Hospital,
London NW3 2QG.

Reproduction in Mammals. Book 5: Manipulating Reproduc-
tion, Second edition, edited by C.R. Austin and R.V. Short.
Pp. vi + 235 illustrated. Cambridge University Press, Lon-
don, New York, New Rochelle, Melbourne, Sydney, 1986.
£27.50; $44.50 (hardback), £9.95; $17.50 (paperback)
The Cambridge University Press series on reproduction in
mammals, which has now been running since the early 1970s,
has come to occupy a special place in the esteem of all those
involved in the academic and practical aspects of this subject.
Each volume consists of a series of essays by eminent
scientists, having as their aim to instruct and interest the
reader (and often to amuse), but NOT to provide an

encyclopaedic review. Thus there are no references, only
'suggested further reading', and the illustrations are actually
designed to be helpful rather than, as is often the case, to
create a spurius aim of scientific accuracy.

The present volume is a worthy successor in this tradition.
Furthermore, it is very timely because there have been
massive changes in the topic addressed since the first edition
some 15 years ago. Understanding of the basic biological
processes has greatly increased and the tools of 'manipula-
tion' even more so - the array of synthetic hormone agonists,
antagonists and antibodies that can be used to control
fertility in both humans and animals, and the technology
which now permits every stage of human conception and
implantation to be controlled by the clinical scientist.
The first chapter, by Betteridge, discusses present ways of

increasing the fertility offarm animals, especially cows. In the
light ofthe current interest in human IVF it is notable that the
first embryo transfer in animals was carried out in 1980, but
that IVF in animals was not successfully achieved until 1981.
This is followed by Roger Short in his inimitable 'after
dinner' style - much of the scientific reality of contraception
is a readable package of well-chosen anecdotes. Malcolm
Potts then covers similar ground but from a slightly more
demographic viewpoint, while Martin Vessey discusses the
benefits and hazards ofcurrent methods ofcontraception in a
Western setting. Under the rather strange title of 'Alleviating
human infertility' Jacques Cohen, Carole Fehilly and Bob
Edwards discuss what most would describe as 'Causes and
treatment. . .'. Here too, albeit in six brief pages, is the most
significant new topic - in vitro fertilisation. In the next
edition, perhaps, this subject will be addressed at greater
length, to avoid the impression that the volume is directed at
contraception rather than conception. Anne Mclaren takes
the subject a step forward into the 21st century and under the
heading of reproductive 'options' discusses space-age prosp-
ects such as cloning and parthenogenesis. In the final chapter
the senior editor returns to the past and future of population
control. Will it be the major single problem ofthe human race
in the 21st century? Should it be controlled? Can it be
controlled?

This is an excellent book which should be on the shelves of
anyone having a professional involvement - clinical or
biological - with reproduction. The elegance ofthe individual
essays is well complemented by the excellence of the illustra-
tions. It is always a pleasure to see a publisher who will invest
in this aspect of production rather than slavishly reproduc-
ing the often indifferent illustrative material provided by
scientific authors.

Professor T. Chard,
Department of Reproductive Physiology,
The London Hospital Medical College,

London El 2AD.

Respiratory Medicine Revision, David Mitchell.
Pp. vii + 287, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh,
London, Melbourne, New York, 1986. £9.95.

This book has been specifically written for candidates
preparing for both Part I and Part II of the MRCP
examination. Throughout the book the MRCP question
format is used with sections on multiple choice questions,
'grey cases', data interpretation and finally some clinical
cases with chest radiographs.
The book contains 100 good multiple choice questions
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