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(2) Antisera can only detect HLA-D R specificities.
The book gives a straightforward and comprehensive

overview of the important aspects of transfusion medicine
including red cell serology, leucocyte and platelet antigens
with a brief review also of the HLA system. The uses of
component therapy and blood substitutes are covered.
Special chapters are provided on neonatal transfusion, bone
marrow transplantation and plasma and cytopheresis.
Throughout, the hazards of transfusion are recognized.
Useful references to further reading are given after each
chapter.

A. Collins,
National Blood Transfusion, Service,

Westgate Road,
Newcastle upon Tyne,

NE4 6QB.

The Development of the London Hospital System 1823-1982,
Geoffrey Rivett. King's Fund Historical Series No. 4.
Pp. 423, illustrated. King Edward's Hospital Fund for Lon-
don, London. Distributed by Oxford University Press, 1986.
£30.00.

By 1860 London had developed a complex hospital service,
which included voluntary hospitals, special hospitals, dispen-
saries, workhouse infirmaries and smallpox and fever hosp-
itals. These different types of hospitals were established and
managed independently, worked in isolation and sometimes
in competition with one another. Rivett discusses the at-
tempts to rationalise and co-ordinate the muddled hospital
system of London in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries,
in the light of the changing role of hospitals with the
development of medical science and the opening up of
hospital treatment to all classes. He sees the culmination of
these attempts in the 1946 National Health Service Act, post-
1946 developments being primarily refinements on the 1946
Act, with the 1974 reorganisation ofparticular significance to
the London hospitals.
While the subject of the book is the London hospital

system, Rivett focuses primarily on the voluntary hospitals,
and in so doing reflects the power structure of the hospital
system itself. The voluntary hospital system was, we are told,
established as a 'massive monument to the concern of the
wealthier members of society for the poor in times of
sickness'. A central question to be answered was why then
voluntary hospitals focused on acute illness to the exclusion
of the great majority of illnesses which were chronic,
banishing the latter to the poor law or later the local
authorities. Rivett sees the answer to lie in financial con-
straints. However, mounting financial problems of the
voluntary hospitals were largely related to the costs of
technology, which was needed for the treatment of acute
illness. Rivett disputes the established belief that chronic
cases were excluded by voluntary hospitals because of their
association with medical schools and doctors' preference for
'interesting cases' (Brian Abel-Smith, The Hospitals, 1964).
He claims that it is too 'glib' to see 'medical interests' rather
than 'social need' as a way of expressing the policy of
selection. He does not, however, provide an alternative
convincing explanation. Thus, while he has produced a
valuable account ofthe attempts ofthe voluntary hospitals to

sustain financial viability, giving details in particular of the
work of the King's Fund (established in 1897), he has left
unexplained why the services for the elderly, the mentally ill
and mentally handicapped became and remained throughout
the period under consideration what he himself called the
'Cinderella sevices' of the London hospital system.

Linda Bryder.
The Queen's College,
Oxford OX] 4A W.

Essentials of Orthopaedic Surgery, Alfred T. Williams.
Pp. xiii + 236, illustrated. Pitman, London, 1986. £12.95.

On reading this simple texbook one finds it difficult to know
exactly which readers the author had in mind. It contains the
information of a pocket sized textbook but is clearly not
pocket sized. I feel this is a mistake.
The miscellany of orthopaedics always makes it difficult to

write small textbooks tidily. I do not particularly like the
groupings of topics in Part VI entitled 'Miscellaneous
Topics'. This is a matter of opinion but I feel other small
textbooks have arranged these better.
The section on fractures is largely conventional and the

author has some good ideas on simplifying classification. It is
difficult to understand why compound fractures and their
management are not discussed in detail. A chapter discussing
the problems ofmanaging fractures in the elderly would be a
welcome addition.
The section on orthopaedics is laid out curiously but is

reasonably comprehensive. There are some odd omissions.
One would have thought that arthroscopy and arthroscopic
surgery might have received a mention when diseases of the
meniscus are discussed. Similarly, rotatory instability after
ligament and capsular tearing is not mentioned. The section
on pyogenic arthritis ignores the diagnostic and therapeutic
problems presented by this disease in the neonatal period.
One hesitates to criticise a work where the experience and

enthusiasm ofthe author is apparent but I doubt whether this
volume will be as popular as some of its smaller pocket sized
rivals.

Professor D.F. Paton,
Whittington Hospital,

St. Mary's Wing,
London N19 5NF.

Essentials of Sports Medicine, edited by Greg R. McLatchie.
Pp. xi + 223, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh,
London, Melbourne, New York, 1986. £14.95.

The past decade has seen a vast surge of interest and
participation in sport with both men and women striving,
some not too successfully, for fitness. As a result of this,
minor and major injuries ensue and the sufferers are no
longer happy to consult their doctor, but are looking for
more expert advice, hence an upsurge of fitness orientated
articles and books appearing on the shelves, some by experts
and others by those not so well informed, containing a good
deal of misinformation.
This book does not fall into this category, the author
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having been involved in the administration and practice of
sports medicine for many years, and his chapters make very
fascinating reading.
The opening chapter is controversial, dealing with the

medico-legal aspects of sport injuries and in the light of
violence both on and off the pitch at present, is worthy of
more than a few lines and provides much food for thought
amongst sport administrators. Subsequent chapters deal with
the organisation and teaching ofsports medicine and contain
a great deal of valuable information. Those on training are
well handled, not gone into in greath depth, but would make
a sound basis for further reading.
The prevention and treatment of injuries reflects the vast

knowledge the author has accumulated during his work and
those sections on the treatment ofthe unconscious patient on
the sport field are especially valuable as so often in these
circumstances the victim is mishandled with occasional
disastrous effects.

This book I believe is not only for the medical practitioner,
for which it is obviously intended, but also would benefit the
paramedical profession associated with sports medicine who
will find this an excellent reference manual. Each chapter is
complete in itself, is easily read and the bibliography is
extensive. I would certainly consider this a useful addition to
the bookshelves ofany doctor with a passing interest in sport
or sport injuries and a must for those who consider they have
a special interest in the subject.

Adrian Whiteson
58 Wimpole Street,
London WJM 7DE.

Goldberg's Genetic and Metabolic Eye Disease, Second
edition, edited by William Andrew Renie. Pp. xiii + 574,
illustrated. Little, Brown, Boston, Toronto, 1986. £72.90.

The first edition of this book was published in 1974 since
when there have been massive changes in the depth and range
of knowledge pertaining to all aspects of genetics. This
second edition is, therefore, timely, and has a number of
changes compared with its predecessors, the main ones being
a new chapter on DNA technologies and resultant changes
dealing with biochemical techniques and cytogenetics.
The book is in two main parts, the first dealing with

methods of study in genetic eye disease and the second with
genetic determination of clinical eye disease.
The first section is outstanding and, despite multi-author-

ship, has a uniform style which is readable, informative and
of high scientific content. The second section is larger, and
comprehensive, the balance of subjects in the section fairly
reflecting the incidence ofdefects and, of course, the authors'
expertise. However, it would have been helpful to have had a
chapter included on neuro-muscular hereditary diseases with
related ocular problems, and more emphasis on hereditary
syndromes with mainly medical defects and consequent
ocular problems.

There is an extensive bibliography at the end of each
chapter although the most recent references seem to be at
least three years old, which no doubt reflects the problems of
editing a book of 20 chapters and 35 authors. Nevertheless,
this is a book which all academic departments of ophthal-
mology should possess, despite its price, for the first section

alone. Perhaps the third edition, which will surely come
about, may include some of the suggestions mentioned.

A.L. Crombie
Department of Ophthalmology,
The Royal Victoria Infirmary,

Newcastle upon Tyne NE] 4LP.

Haematology, David Linch and A.P. Yates. Colour Aids
Series. Pp. ii + 124, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edin-
burgh, London, Melbourne, New York, 1986. £5.95.

This little book on Haematology in the Colour Aids series is a
delight to peruse. A combination ofclinical pictures with the
blood and marrow films together with other laboratory
aspects epitomises that delight of haematology, a combina-
tion ofclinical and laboratory practice and as such will, I am
sure, serve to stimulate any budding student, doctor or
MLSO to enter haematology.
However, the succinct thumbnail sketches of each disease

with associated pictures cannot explain the pathophysiology
in the manner of the larger standard student textbooks but I
suspect the book will be extremely valuable to students as an
addition, particularly prior to their practical examinations.
In the postgraduate realm, those entering haematology after
a period of general medical training (as is conventional) will
find this extremely useful as a starter but I am afraid will soon
leave it behind. However, the price of £5.95 will not be off-
putting and the standard of production at this price is
remarkably good.
On the whole, a delightful little book which will repay for a

short-term investment to the postgraduate student who
realises he has to pass on to something bigger and the
undergraduate in the longer term.

Professor A.J. Bellingham
Department of Haematology,

King's College Medical School,
Denmark Hill,

London SE5 8RX.

Manual of Chest Medicine, John E. Stark, John M. Shneer-
son, Tim Higenbottam and Christopher D.R. Flower. Man-
uals Series. Pp. iv + 255, Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh,
London, Melbourne, New York, 1986. £9.95.

Manual of Chest Medicine is a compact book which the
authors have written for hospital doctors in training. The
book is structured to give a practical guide to diagnosis,
investigation and treatment ofcommon respiratory diseases.
The authors have divided the manual into four sections, the
first discussing common symptoms and signs. Breathlessness
(rather than the outmoded term 'dyspnoea') is elegantly
reviewed using a series of questions to highlight the different
possible causes, both general and in particular in relationship
to lung diseases. This questioning approach is an excellent
reminder to the reader of the types of question he should be
asking during the history taking. However, the brevity of the
examination section I think reflects the hospital doctor's
tendency to use investigations.
The second section reviews such chest orientated investiga-

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.63.737.226-b on 1 M

arch 1987. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/

