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of these are recent. Technical procedures are not included
and the index and style of writing will not support rapid
access by junior staff during a crisis. The criticisms noted by
reviewers of the first edition remain valid. It is a single author
book in need ofmore balanced editing and the collaboration
of an intensivist would be helpful. I regret I cannot recom-
mend this book when cheaper, more commendable texts are
already available.

R.S. Simons
Department of Anaesthesia,

Royal Free Hospital,
London NW3 2QG

The Vertebral Column and Limbs, John Pegington. Clinical
Anatomy in Action. Vol. 1. Pp. vii + 191, illustrated. Chur-
chill Livingstone, Edinburgh, London, Melbourne, New
York 1985. £9.95.

The author states, in the preface to this excellent little book,
that this volume is not meant to replace the standard text
books, but rather to be a supplementary book to help recall
important areas of anatomy in a palatable format.
The method he has chosen, namely that of introducing

each chapter by brief case histories, attempts to provide the

real life stimulus to study the anatomy. I think he has
succeeded well in relating the common clinical problems to a
synopsis of anatomy.
However, there is not sufficient detail for the serious

student wishing to pass the primary fellowship by using this
book alone, but as a clinically based primer I have seen no
better.
The use of line diagrams and radiographs amply illustrates

the text in a simplistic way. However, a number of the
drawings are without labels and I am afraid do little to aid full
understanding.
The author superimposes the clinical details of examina-

tion sufficiently to whet the appetite. Some practical details
are given ofclinical manoeuvres, for example, brachial plexus
block, which seems strangely out of place in a book of this
type. The details given in the chapter on the hip joint are
misleadingly simple.

Although I believe there are legitimate criticisms of the
book's detail, it nevertheless admirably succeeds in its aim to
act as a supplementary aid. The serious surgical student of
anatomy will undoubtedly need to look further, but the
majority of readers will find their knowledge of clinical
anatomy palatably extended.

P.J. Webb
134 Harley Street,
London WIN JAH
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