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Clinical Management of Neurogenic Communicative Disor-
ders, Second edition. Edited by Donnell F. Johns. Pp.
xii + 323, illustrated. Little, Brown, Boston, Toronto, 1985.
£24.00.

The publisher's blurb tells us that both students and profes-
sionals of speech pathology and audiology recognize this
book as a uniquely important contribution to the field. This
second edition 'as well as being a review of the neuropathies
supplies practical guidelines for the selection of techniques
for therapeutic intervention and detailed step-by-step
therapy tasks that are eclectic and flexible.' I imagine
'neuropathies' refers to brain and neuromuscular diseases
causing disordered speech, but, as in many other passages
which it contains, the use of plain English is at a premium in
this book. One other remark in the blurb causes a similar
ironic smile: '. . . a new chapter on managing individuals
with traumatic closed head injuries.' The reviewer can't wait
to read the instalment describing non-traumatic head in-
juries.

These criticisms apart, this is a serious work describing in
commendable detail the assessment and attempts at treat-
ment ofspeech and language disorders. It covers aphasia, the
'language ofconfusion', the language ofdementia, apraxia of
speech and the dysarthrias. It is replete with clear tables,
diagrams and definitions, and provides useful details of
specific tests used in assessment and treatment.

Objective appraisal of speech therapy is topical and
controversial. In this country several papers have shown that
in controlled studies the professional therapist often can
achieve little more than a devoted relative instructed briefly
to persevere with intensive exercises: repetition, talking,
writing and naming objects and drawings. Much depends on
the nature and intelligence of the patient. This is borne out in
the section on dysarthria (Rosenbek and LaPointe). That the
disorders are complex is shown by their analysis into
disorders of weakness, tone, incoordination and respiration;
these in turn result in abnormalities in phonation, resonance,
articulation and in the fashionable prosodic speech. A wide
variety of treatment 'strategies' are employed, including
plastic surgery in some cases; all are clearly described and
some indication of their limitations is given. A degree of
unwarranted optimism is acceptable - and probably neces-
sary, when confronted by such difficult therapeutic challen-
ges.
The section on aphasia is mainly concerned with the Porch

index of communicative ability (PICA) and with the con-
sequent treatment strategies. It provides no general descrip-
tion of the types and mechanisms of dysphasia, which is
assumed. Other chapters deal with both developmental and
acquired apraxic disorders of speech.
My impression is that this is a book for the specialist. The

depth and detail are impressive, and probably reflect a better
established role for speech and language therapists in the
USA than exists in this country. Despite the paradoxical
difficulties in clear succinct expression, shown in the text,
there is much of interest for neurologists, paediatricians and

those generalists who take more than cursory notice of these
common disorders in their patients.

J.M.S. Pearce
Department of Neurology,

Hull Royal Infirmary,
Hull,

North Humberside HU3 2JZ

Cliical and Pharmacological Studies in Psychiatric Disor-
ders. Edited by Graham D. Burrows, Trevor R. Norman and
Lorraine Dennerstein. Biological Psychiatry - New Prosp-
ects: 5. Pp. xviii + 394, illustrated. John Libbey, London,
Paris, 1985. £26.00, US$46.00, FF345.

This volume consists of61 papers selected by the editors from
a larger number presented at the 14th Congress of the
Collegium Internationale Neuro-Psychopharmacologicum
in Florence in June 1984. The editors have attempted to
group the papers into sections, including those concerned
with the affective disorders, anxiety, psychoneuroendocrin-
ology, schizophrenia, Altzheimer's disease and psy-
chogeriatrics.

If this selection represents the best of those presented, then
it has to be said that those omitted must have been of
questionable value. Some of the papers included can only be
described as abstracts of presentations, and others contain
only the most preliminary ofresults. Several papers are about
zimelidine, withdrawn from the UK market because of
adverse effects many months ago.

Research psychiatrists may find something of interest to
them by browsing through its pages in a library, but it is
unlikely to have a wide readership.

Professor Paul Turner
Department of Clinical Pharmacology,

St Bartholomew's Hospital,
London ECIA 7EB

Contraception: Your Questions Answered. John Guillebaud.
Pp. ii + 311, illustrated. Pitman, London, Melbourne,
Wellington, 1985. £4.95.

This question and answer book is an excellent addition to the
literature offamily planning, because it is not only up-to-date
and cheap but also it gives a great deal of information in a
quick and readable way. The addition of consumers' ques-
tions helps to make doctors aware of the sorts of anxieties
and doubts that are in their patients' minds. Dr Guillebaud
knows his subject well through working in a family planning
clinic and has lots of practical ideas to add to his knowledge
of research studies and their theoretical aspects. It should be
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on every General Practitioner's and Family Planning Doc-
tor's consulting room shelf.

I found the cross-referencing rather irritating at times and
used too often, for example, paragraph 6.23 5 reads '5 Parity
- relates directly to 1, inversely to 3 and 7 (see Qs 6.37 and
6.70)'. Frequency of the cross-referencing makes the text
somewhat indigestible in places. However, this is only a small
criticism and £4.95 is well spent on this book.

Rosemarie D. Lincoln
Family Planning Department,

Norfolk and Norwich Hospital,
Norwich, Norfolk NRI 3SR

Education and Training in Psychiatry: a Case Study in the
Continuity of Medical Education. Edited by Henry Walton.
Pp. 231. King Edward's Hospital Fund for London, London
(distributed by Oxford University Press), 1986. £12.00.

This case study is an analysis ofthe outcome oftwo meetings.
The Royal College of Psychiatrists, the Association of
University Teachers of Psychiatry and the Association of
Psychiatrists in Training, held a Conference on 'Education
and Training in Psychiatry' in 1982. This meeting concen-
trated on the contribution which psychiatric teaching makes
in the education and training of medical students and
psychiatrists, and its impact on recruitment to the specialty.
Subsequently, in 1983, the Steering Committee organized a
post-conference meeting designed for a selected audience of
medical educators, health service planners and adminis-
trators, and representatives of regulatory and funding
bodies. They discussed four issues: recruitment to academic
departments of psychiatry and research, the maintenance of
post-graduate training in the face of financial austerity,
overseas trainees; and continuing education for consultant
psychiatrists.

It is evident that the vast bulk of psychiatric morbidity
coming to medical attention is detected and managed by
general practitioners and general hospital specialists rather
than by psychiatrists. Unfortunately, the educational im-
petus towards making psychiatry a subject which is relevant
to all doctors has been relatively slow, though it has been
gathering momentum during the past 30 years. Current
political, economic and social forces indicate that more
radical educational change is now likely to occur, and in two
contrasting directions: as exemplified by (a) the move to
community care, which may include elements of de-ins-
titutionalization and de-professionalization; and (b) the re-
emergence of private practice. There is, consequently, uncer-
tainty about what the effects of this will be on research into
the aetiology, treatment and outcome of mental disorders -
which is still so obviously lacking.

Such stimulating and challenging thoughts have wide
relevance within medicine, and prompt both a degree of
optimism and Lord Rutherford's remark: 'We have no
money, so we will have to think.'

Greg Wilkinson,
General Practice Research Unit,

Institute of Psychiatry,
de Crespigny Park,
London SE58AF

Essentials ofMedical Mycology. E. Glyn, V.Evans and James
C. Gentles. Pp. x + 195, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone,
Edinburgh, London, Melbourne, New York, 1985. £14.95.

Fungal infections are an important cause of disease in
debilitated and immunocompromised patients as well as
normally healthy individuals. The purpose of this book is to
provide a readable account of fungal disease and to bridge a
gap between lengthy and detailed books on medical
mycology and short accounts found in general textbooks.

Essentials of Medical Mycology is a paperback which is
relatively short (188 pages) and easy to read. There are
introductory chapters on nomenclature, immunology, diag-
nosis and antifungal drugs. This is followed by descriptive
chapters on the most important mycoses which includes
sections on diseases ofthe eye and ear. There are a number of
useful appendices such as one containing recipes for
mycological culture media as well as a short glossary. There
are few (black and white) illustrations and some examples of
histopathology and culture mounts.
Although the book is brief it provides a good account of

the mycoses and amply fulfils its aim 'to present an account
of the fungal infections and the necessary approaches for
diagnosis.' It could perhaps be helpful to have drug doses
included as these are often difficult to find in other sources.
The authors have faced a difficult problem in presenting the
cultural identification of some pathogenic fungi such as the
agents of chromomycosis. However, they have taken the
right decision in opting for simplicity rather than plunging
the reader into mycological controversy.
At £14.95 this book is a good buy, well written and

readable. Although it is primarily aimed at students and
laboratory workers in medicine and microbiology one would
hope it would reach a wider readership.

R.J. Hay
Institute of Dermatology,

5 Lisle Street,
London WC2H 7BJ

Essentials of Urology. Edited by Joseph N. Corriere, Jr.
Pp. xi + 353, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, New York,
Edinburgh, London, Melbourne, 1986. £29.00.

Dr Corriere and a group of colleagues from Houston have
written this book primarily for medical students and for
residents (although the latter group would only use it as an
introductory text). The book starts with a problem-orien-
tated section before dealing with specific diagnostic areas
such as infections and neoplasms. This generally is successful
but in one or two places attempts at comprehension conceal
the important among the less relevant. For example it is
surely unwise to place 'rhabdomyosarcoma of the cord' as
the second diagnosis of a list of 12 causes of testicular
swelling, and the message that haematuria must be con-
sidered due to a tumour until proved otherwise does not
stand out as clearly as it should. A surprising omission is the
concept of bladder instability. The failure to point out that
there are a group of elderly men with this condition but
without outflow obstruction and for whom prostatectomy is
inappropriate, is serious especially for readers who may
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