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Letter to the Editor

Pneumonia

Sir,
We read with interest the review of pneumonia by
Doctors Wathen and Sudlow (1986). One uncommon,
but important, cause of pneumonia not mentioned,
but which we have had recent experience of, is
Streptococcus pyogenes. This organism probably
accounts for less than one per cent of cases of
pneumonia in the United Kingdom but has a con-
siderable mortality; response to antibiotics is slow and
recovery is often prolonged and complicated (Clarke
& Robinson, 1971; Saadah et al., 1976; Tuazon, 1980).
Great vigilance is necessary when patients present with
pharyngitis, high fever, pleuritic chest pain and,

especially, the rapid accumulation ofa pleural effusion
as these features typify the condition (Tuazon, 1980).
A widespread rash, mimicking staphylococcal or
meningeal infection ('purpura fulminans') is a further
characteristic feature carrying a very poor prognosis
when associated with thrombocytopenia and positive
blood cultures (Clarke & Robinson, 1971; Tuazon,
1980). These patients, therefore, often require inten-
sive management and antibiotic prophylaxis is advised
for close contacts (Basiliere et al., 1968; Lerner &
Jankauska, 1975). Benzylpenicillin is the drug of
choice.

John McMurray,
David M. Fraser

Milesmark Hospital,
Rumblingwell,

Dunfermline KY12 9NR, UK.
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