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Coagulation Problems during Pregnancy, Elizabeth A. Letsky.
Current Review in Obstetrics and Gynaecology Series.
Pp. 137, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh, Lon-
don, Melbourne, New York, 1984. £9.95.

This short text reviews the basic pathophysiology of haemo-
stasis in pregnancy. The book is aimed at a non-specialist
haematological audience and describes blood coagulation
and the interpretation of the simple laboratory haemostatic
screening tests which are routinely performed in a standard
laboratory. Of value to junior obstetric staff is the impor-
tance of proper sample collection and this is highlighted at
appropriate points. There follows a very clear chapter on the
management and prophylaxis of thrombotic events in preg-
nancy with an account of the various therapeutic options
available which reflects the author's personal involvement
and expertise in this field. The various obstetric causes of
disseminated intravascular coagulation are then discussed
and the importance of antithrombin III replacement therapy
with a specific concentrate highlighted. The rare acquired
haemostatic defects, including the lupus anticoagulant and
the prenatal diagnosis of severe congenital coagulation
disorders are then briefly outlined.
The book should prove useful to thejunior doctor involved

in the immediate day to day management of haemostatic
disorders in obstetrics and hopefully will stimulate more
obstetricians to develop an enquiring mind into the sig-
nificance of haemostatic changes in pregnancy.

Samuel J. Machin
The School of Pathology,

The Middlesex Hospital Medical School,
London WIP 7LD.

Genitourinary Cancer, edited by Marc B. Garnick. Contem-
porary Issues in Clinical Oncology. Volume 5. Pp. xiii + 280,
illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, New York, Edinburgh,
London, Melbourne, 1985. £39.00.

The title of this series needs to be read with the Volume title.
Thus this is not a textbook of genito-urinary cancer but 14
selected items on the more debatable aspects of urological
cancer. Most of the contributions are ofconsiderable interest
and achieve their aim of the state-of-the-art reviews.
The main part of this book is concerned with bladder

cancer and there are 6 topics selected for this section. Perhaps
the most debatable of these is the management by orchidec-
tomy-only for non-seminomas, the so called 'watch policy'
popularised at the Royal Marsden Hospital; this controver-
sial issue is evaluated by an Australian oncologist. The
contribution on lymph node sampling in the management of
prostatic cancer is an excellent, balanced view of the conten-
tious subject. The author of the chapter on the newer
hormone treatments for prostatic cancer concludes that the
main advance from all of these studies is the reduction in side
effects with no evident change in survival data: the hope that
this might be achieved by a combination of hormones and
chemotherapy is expressed in another chapter.

Bladder cancer problems are limited to a detailed review of
intravesical chemotherapy and to a discussion, with prelimin-
ary results, of first-line chemotherapy for invasive bladder
cancer. The final 3 contributions to this book examine the
role of etoposide, interferon and pulmonary nodulectomy. I
commend this book to the urological oncologist for his/her
departmental library.

G.D. Chisholm,
Western General Hospital,

Edinburgh EH4 2XJ.

Gynecologic Cancer, edited by Arlene A. Forastiere. Contem-
porary Issues in Clinical Oncology. Volume 2. Pp. xi + 307,
illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, New York, Edinburgh,
London, Melbourne, 1984. £36.00.

Gynaecological cancer is an extremely popular subject and is
indeed one of the sub-specialities in obstetrics and gyn-
aecology. A number of texts have been published on the
subject over the last few years and this is just one more. It has
been written by a radiotherapist from Ann Arbor in
Michigan and so immediately there is a bias towards
radiotherapy and chemotherapy as practised in the Northern
United States. This has problems because the current
philosophy in oncology is concerned with all aspects of
management from diagnosis and initial evaluation through
the surgical techniques and eventually to radiation and
chemotherapy. It is therefore disappointing that the surgical
techniques and problems associated with the operative
procedures encountered in gynaecological malignancy have
been poorly covered in this book. For instance, the man-
agement of cervical pre-cancer, which in this country is
increasing at an alarming rate, is covered in only 2 pages and
the management as recommended is extremely radical.
Cervical cone biopsy is used by this group for all CIN cases
and the use of local ablative techniques such as cryotherapy
or laser get hardly a mention. In the United Kingdom cone
biopsy is used in about 10% of cases with local oblative
techniques taking nearly 90%. Much emphasis is placed on
the staging laparotomy as an integral part of surgical
management of these patients, but no case has been made to
show that it is of value in young women who are now
presenting in increasing numbers with very rapidly growing
tumours. The surgery of recurrent cervical cancer is discussed
purely in respect of results and very little is given about the
actual techniques employed in exenteration surgery.
The highlights of this book are the chapters that are

obviously written by radiotherapists and chemotherapists.
The chapter on radiological techniques in gynaecological
malignancy is extremely good - surprisingly this chapter is
the first in the book.
The chapter on the aetiology and epidemiology of cervical

cancer was extremely disappointing. It is completely devoted
to the herpes virus with only one sentence devoted to human
papilloma or wart virus as a possible causative agent. In 1985
there would seem to be overwhelming evidence that the latter
virus is the major factor in the cause of this disease and many
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recent references to it would have been appreciated and
highly relevant.

This book is obviously aimed at radiotherapists and
chemotherapists who deal with gynaecologic cancer and
therefore this should have been mentioned in the title. It
would be difficult to recommend it to general gynaecology
postgraduates who would find its contents much too restric-
tive for their study. However, it does have a place in the
libraries of radiotherapy and chemotherapy units.

A. Singer
Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology,

Whittington Hospital, London N. 19.

Introduction to Dialysis, edited by Martin G. Cogan and
Marvin R. Garovoy, Pp. xii + 303, illustrated. Churchill
Livingstone, New York, Edinburgh, London, Melbourne,
1985. £38.00.

This multi-author volume has been planned to 'acquaint
those charged with the care of renal failure patients to
principles of sound dialytic therapy' but, unfortunately, this
aim is not uniformly achieved. I have found a surprising lack
ofconsistency in the way subjects have been treated through-
out the text, some are with respect to the detail of the topic
while others are of a purely editorial nature. As an example,
some 15 pages are devoted to heparinisation schedules
whereas the composition of the dialysis fluid is dealt with
rather haphazardly throughout the text. From an editorial
point of view I find that in one sentence 'pruritus' appears,
which in the following sentence is spelt 'pruritis' (p. 251).
Similarly on p. 107, the dialysate calcium concentration is
expressed in mEq/l while in the same paragraph plasma
values are expressed as mg/dl.
A number of subjects are well described, the chapter on

vascular access being particularly notable especially with
respect to the line drawings. Generally throughout the text
the illustrations are most useful and I would draw specific
attention to the many excellent tables. There are, however,
some surprising omissions, notably the lack ofany discussion
on the different membranes currently available and the
failure to describe haemofiltration. The editors correctly
draw attention to the fact that space constraints have limited
the topics discussed but these two subjects are particularly
important with respect to the physician's aim to produce a
symptom free treatment.
The majority ofsubjects are discussed with reference to up-

to-date views and opinions while some take no account of
recent literature, e.g. there is no mention of the role of
ethylene oxide hypersensitivity in first use reaction. The
management of patients is also variably discussed, there is,
for instance, no indication as to which patients should be
given desferrioxamine for aluminium toxicity and no men-
tion ofdose or route ofadministration. On the other hand the
management of anaemia is clearly and most helpfully
described.
At the end of each chapter there is a variable number of

references. Unfortunately the references are not indicated in
the text by number or author and therefore one has to search
through the reference subject titles to find the one which may
refer to the subject into which you wish to enquire further. It
is only the references relating to drug dialysis reference data

that have been adequately indexed. Generally the references
give a good entry to the literature but it is a pity that eight of
the fourteen references in Chapter 1 are to the same book,
providing the concept that this chapter is a synopsis of
another volume; surely it would have been better to have
included books as 'suggested further reading'.

I approached this book with interest and hope,only to be
disappointed. It contains much useful information and will
clearly be of value with respect to many aspects of dialysis.
However, its lack ofconsistency means that some subjects are
dealt with in a detailed manner while others receive only scant
attention. If one is prepared to accept this limitation it wil be
a useful addition to a Renal Unit library.

A.M. Davison
St James's University Hospital,

Leeds LS9 7TF

Leukemias and Lymphomas, edited by Peter H. Wiernik.
Contemporary Issues in Clinical Oncology, Volume 4.
Pp. xi + 287, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, New York,
Edinburgh, London, Melbourne, 1985. £36.00.

This book is one of a series ofvolumes presenting an account
oftreatment and basic research on various cancers. The latest
volume does this well, concentrating on the treatment of
acute leukaemia and lymphoma in children and adults,
cytogenetics, immunology and blood product support. The
chronic leukaemias are also discussed. The text is sufficiently
comprehensive and up-to-date to give a feel for the progress
and excitement in this area. The chapters are well-referenced,
and include references as up to date as a year before
publication of the book. This is quite an achievement in a
multi-author publication. It was also a pleasant change to
find a book with a largely American authorship which quotes
the best of British and European clinical and laboratory
research. This book is recommended for all those who have a
specialist interest in malignant haematology or medical
oncology.

J.S. Malpas,
Department of Medical Oncology,

St Bartholomew's Hospital,
London ECIA 7BE.

Management ofthe Motor Disorders ofChildren with Cerebral
Palsy, edited by David Scrutton. Clinics in Developmental
Medicine. No. 90. Pp. x + 101, illustrated. Spastics Inter-
national Medical Publications, Oxford (Blackwell Scientific
Publications), Philadelphia (J.B. Lippincott). 1984, £8.00.

This book provides the reader with six different views on the
management of children with cerebral palsy, including some
well known names such as Bobath and Vojta. Parental
involvement is especially emphasised in two chapters, while
two other authors give their experience based on therapy in
institutions. The importance of sensory integrative therapy is
clearly outlined by Rosemary White and the last chapter
provides the reader with a neurological background. Little
attention is given to the role of the speech therapist.
Although the methods oftreatment vary, the authors seem
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