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remaining forty-five pages? The index takes up nine
and the glossary fourteen (both useful in any technical
volume) but there is an extraordinary Appendix of
twenty-two pages containing complex mathematical
formulae and concepts. This Appcndix has no re-
levance at all to the book or to the reader.
The overall reaction to this book was one of

disappointment. But at least the reviewer now under-
stands how many of his examiners must have felt over
the years. The book is rather like the average can-
didate's essay: basically inoffensive but containing too
little of substance relative to the question.
Much of this book is 'packing'. It is difficult to

understand why it was written at all. Many radiolog-
ists would, as I, be attracted and excited by the title but
the title is misleading and leads to disappointment. I
cannot recommend the book.

R.R. Mason,
Department of Radiology,

Middlesex Hospital,
London WIN 8AA.

Gastroenterology Revision. Illustrated Case Histories
and MCQs. Robin A. Bradbear, C. Bryan Campbell
and Lawrie W. Powell. Pp.201, illustrated. Churchill
Livingstone, Edinburgh, London, Melbourne, New
York, 1984. £7.95.

This clear, concise, pocket-sized book describes 20
gastroenterological case histories presented in step-
wise manner with multiple choice questions intersper-
sed throughout the text. It aims both to examine basic
knowledge of diseases and to encourage the applica-
tion of problem-solving principles in their investiga-
tion and management.
The authors are to be congratulated in including in a

book of this size all the most important aspects of
gastroenterology as major case histories whilst cover-
ing many less common disorders in the discussions
relating to each case. There is an emphasis towards
disease affecting the liver (eight cases) and upper
gastrointestinal tract (six) with less stress upon the
small and large intestine and pancreas. There is little
mention of motility disorders, infective enteritides,
vascular disease of the bowel and that very common
disorder, the irritable bowel syndrome; whilst some
discussion of non-gastroenterological diseases presen-
ting with abdominal symptoms might have been
useful. By its very nature this book is didactic rather
than discursive and, inevitably, there arise minor
points ofpersonal disagreement with the views expres-
sed. Nevertheless, the authors always provide re-
asoned explanation and justification for their de-

cisions and selected references are included for further
reading.

Despite these minor reservations, the authors have
produced an excellent revision of basic gastroen-
terology, presented in both an entertaining and
thought-provoking manner. Its format allows this
book to be read either in brief spells as hasty revision,
or at leisure when conscientious study will provide
much important information. Although slightly over-
priced, I would recommend this book to both under-
graduate and postgraduate students. Even consultant
gastroenterologists might find it useful as alternative
teaching material.

D.J. Dawson,
University Department of Gastroenterology,

Manchester Royal Infirmary,
Manchester M13 9WL.

Manual of Pediatric Anesthesia, Second edition, David
J. Steward. Pp.xiv + 377. Churchill Livingstone, New
York, Edinburgh, London, Melbourne, 1984. £24.00.

This excellent pocket size book more than achieves its
stated aims, which are to discuss important features of
the anatomy and physiology of paediatric patients, to
present the principles of paediatric anaesthetic man-
agement, and to describe techniques ofanaesthesia for
specific procedures. Every aspect is concisely, yet
comprehensively described. At the end ofeach section
is a list of references for additional reading, which
together with the large number of facts in the book,
must make this one ofthe most comprehensive sources
ofinformation on paediatric anaesthesia and intensive
care. A large table in appendix I lists 239 syndromes
and disorders with brief notes on the anaesthetic
implications. Other appendices include doses of drugs
used in anaesthesia, and the management of resuscita-
tion and cardiac arrest in infants and children. Prac-
tical and safe advice is given on the management of
anaesthesia for all types of paediatric surgery, with
comprehensive sections on neurosurgery, cardiac sur-
gery, renal failure, and burns and trauma. It is
unfortunate that this edition does not mention the
newer muscle relaxants atracurium and vecuronium,
although there is considerable information on the use
ofisoflurane in children. The anaesthetic management
of minor surgical procedures in infants using a mask
and inhalation agents sounds deceptively easy, and
although no doubt safe when taught in the environ-
ment of a major children's hospital, emphasises the
fact that this book is most valuable when used in
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conjunction with a training programme where anaes-
thesia of children is taught and closely supervised by
experienced specialists. The high price obviously re-
flects the relationship of the pound to the dollar, but
nevertheless, this book can be highly recommended
for all postgraduates training in paediatric anaesthesia
and should be available in casualty departments,
operating theatres and intensive care units which treat
children.

T.R. Abbott,
Royal Liverpool Children's Hospital,

Liverpool L7 7DG.

Neonatal Behavioural Assessment Scale. Second edi-
tion, T. Berry Brazelton. Clinics in Developmental
Medicine. No. 88. Pp.x + 125, 1984. Spastics Inter-
national Medical Publications, London (Blackwell
Scientific Publications). Philadelphia (J.B. Lippin-
cott). £7.50.

The Neonatal Behavioural Assessment Scale (NBAS)
developed by Brazelton assesses the infant's own
capacity to manage his behaviour in response to
external manipulation. The normal newborn has an
ability to sort out or handle stimuli by changing state
to a habituated or sleep state but if an infant has too
low a threshold for intake of stimuli (hypersensitivity),
or too disorganised a response to stimuli, he may be at
the mercy of his environment. The ability of the
newborn to cope with and control overactions may be
quite psychophysiologically costly.

Since the original publication of the scale 11 years
ago experience has shown it to be valuable but it has
needed reevaluation. This second edition explains and
explores refinements and revisions of the original
system of 27 items and also contains 9 supplementary
items for use on particularly vulnerable babies e.g. the
preterm infant. There is also a new section dealing with
the training of examiners in the technique and the use
of the NBAS in research. A valuable book for
neonatologists and developmental paediatricians even
if they do not themselves use the scales.

Neil McIntosh,
Department of Paediatrics,

St George's Hospital,
London SW] 7 ORE.

Recent Advances in Occupational Health. No. 2 edited
by J.M. Harrington, Pp.x + 283, Illustrated, Chur-
chill Livingstone, Edinburgh, London, Melbourne,
New York, 1984. £28.00.

This is the second volume to be published in this series
on occupational health in three years, which was
perhaps a little soon after the excellent first volume.
The contents cover a wide range of topics and are
divided into five parts subtitled work hazards, inves-
tigative methods, environmental control, socio-econ-
omic aspects and a short final section 'controversy'
with a chapter on the health effects of phenoxy acid
herbicides and one on ethics in occupational medicine.
While containing many good review chapters on

current topics and problems in occupational health
practice, much of the content cannot be considered, in
the stricter sense of the words, to represent 'recent
advances'. There are chapters on the expanding
applications of genetic manipulation under the head-
ing of the biotechnology industry, chapters on the
modern chemical industry, on nautical medicine and
on indoor air quality. A chapter in the same section on
occupational dermatoses gives a brief review of this
important cause of sickness absence, but contributes
no advance in theory or practice. Under the heading of
investigative methods there is an interesting contribu-
tion on the estimation of exposure in occupational
cancer epidemiology, but the chapter on the injured
back gives little reference to the investigative
procedures adopted in current research on back pain.
There are chapters on the often overlooked field of
health education at the workplace and on the only
recently realised effects of unemployment on health.
Throughout, the emphasis is on the effects ofwork on
health, the effects ofhealth on the ability to work have
received little consideration. Some consideration of
the implications of the proposed Control of Substan-
ces Hazardous to Health regulations would have been
useful, but the Health and Safety Executive's draft
discussion document may have appeared too late to be
included.
However this volume offers much interesting read-

ing to practitioners in the field of occupational health,
and the editor, as he puts it in his preface, need fear no
lack of consumer demand.

G. Kazantzis
London School ofHygiene and Tropical Medicine

London WCIE 7HT
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