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understand something clearly. There is also a tendency
for rare but interesting conditions to take up an
excessive amount of space. The major disadvantage of
the large expensive reference works is the rapidity with
which they become out of date and the elucidation of
obscure problems is often easier by reference to a text
devoted to a particular disease specialty. On balance I
would prefer a really concise general medical reference
book which is frequently updated and is sufficiently
cheap to discard every few years.
The present edition of Davidson's Principles and

Practice of Medicine has been extensively re-written
and modernised. There are new chapters on oncology
including terminal care and infectious diseases. As
always there is a strong emphasis on nutrition, preven-
tative and tropical medicine following the tradition of
the book's creator. It is no longer than the previous
edition, and presumably as a deliberate policy there
are few illustrations, although a freer use of flow
diagrams and diagnostic pathways may have helped to
shorten the book further. The first 120 pages are
devoted to 'fundamental general factors' in disease
and, while these chapters are well written and clear,
most medical students will be exposed to these con-
cepts in much greater detail in their pre-clinical course
and during pathology. The text, as always, is well
written and a pleasure to read. The clarity is assisted by
numerous sub-headings. It is relatively inexpensive as
a paperback, but unfortunately is too bulky to carry
easily and is an awkward shape. I would certainly
strongly recommend it as one of the textbooks that
medical students should consider buying and there
should certainly be several copies in all undergraduate
libraries.

Brian Gazzard
Westminster Hospital,
London SWIP 2AP

Endocarditis, Contemporary Issues in Infectious Dis-
eases. Vol. 2. edited by Merle A. Sande, Donald Kaye
and Richard K. Root. Pp. ix + 234, illustrated. Chur-
chill Livingstone, New York, Edinburgh, London,
Melbourne, 1984. £35.00.

This is the second in a series of books on infectious
diseases. The contributors are all American, and
reflect the present attitudes towards the management
of patients with endocarditis in the USA. The text is
strongly biased towards research and towards the
microbiological and immunological aspects of the
disease.
The opening chapters of the book are a pleasure to

read; they concern pathogenesis, pathophysiology and
immunological manifestations. They are well written
and stimulating, and provide an ideal balance between
reviews of published data and individual authors'
comments. The bibliography of these chapters and of
the majority of those which follow is very complete;
inevitably they are dominated by American references
but there is a fair selection of British and European
articles. The illustrations are well reproduced and the
electron micrographs are particularly well presented.
The echocardiographic reproductions are of a high
quality but tend to be marred by rather clumsy
labelling. The chapter on echocardiology is brief and
pertinent; more illustrations of this subject would have
been appreciated. The introductory remarks in this
chapter imply a total ignorance of the technique; such
statements seem to be unworthy of the high standards
set elsewhere in the book.
Although other subjects are discussed in great

detail, it seems unfortunate that there is not a more
comprehensive review of clinical cardiological aspects
of the disorder.
The several chapters on endocarditis due to sta-

phylococci, enterococci, Gram negative bacteria, and
fungi, are written by authors from different cities in the
USA. There seems to have been little collaboration
between them and the information provided is re-
petitious and becomes monotonous and uninspiring.
The surgical aspects of endocarditis are discussed well
in the chapters entitled 'Indications for surgery' and
'Treatment of prosthetic valve endocarditis'. 'In-
travenous drug abuse' provides a comprehensive and
well written discussion. The review ofcurrent views on
prevention is brief and only superficially mentions the
important British experience with amoxycillin pro-
phylaxis.

There are several glaring omissions; there is no
mention whatsoever ofQ fever endocarditis and there
is very little discussion of the role of oral antibiotics.
Despite these criticisms, I believe that this book should
be read by all interested in endocarditis. It should be
available in all medical libraries to be read by all
general physicians, cardiologists and microbiologists.

M. Murray
Chelmsford and Essex Hospital,

Chelmsford,
Essex
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