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Bailey and Love's Short Practice of Surgery, Nine-
teenth edition, revised by A.J. Harding Rains and H.
David Ritchie, Pp.x + 1301, illustrated, H.K. Lewis,
London 1984. £28.00.

What a pleasure to review the latest 'Bailey and Love'!
It was akin to meeting a rejuvenated colleague and
friend. The book is now in its 19th edition (since 1932)
and has lost none of its appeal. It covers all the main
branches of surgery and in most instances to a level of
detail sufficient for F.R.C.S. candidates, although
operative descriptions are still patchy in parts.
Modem technology is adequately represented, e.g.
ultrasound, CT scanning and the full range of endos-
copy, particularly ERCP, is well illustrated. Recent
improvements in our understanding of physiological
measurements, for example migrating myoelectrical
complexes in gastro-duodenal motility, are also in-
cluded.
The illustrations are, as has always been the case, of

a very high standard and many new ones have been
added. The text is certainly suitable for those under-
graduates who may wish to peruse a fuller text than
would normally be expected for the final examination
in surgery. The chapters relating to biliary, pancreatic
and liver disease would be particularly helpful in this
regard. Traditionally fellowship candidates have
found this a most useful textbook for obtaining an
overall appreciation of the many branches of surgical
practice. This is particularly so for the specialist
chapters such as faciomaxillary surgery and neurosur-
gery. Post-fellowship surgeons-in-training and consul-
tants will undoubtedly enjoy 'dipping' into it from
time-to-time but in many instances more specialized
texts will be required when the need arises.
The authors are to be congratulated on maintaining

the very high standards that one has come to expect
from this 'traditional' text book. Considering the size
of the book (1300 pages) and the extensive number of
illustrations (over 1200) its cost at £28 represents
excellent value. It will continue, I am sure, to retain its
position as a prestigious, popular and informative
surgical textbook.

I. Taylor,
University Surgical Unit,

University of Southampton.

Care of the Dying: a Clinical Handbook, Nigel C.H.
Stott and Ilora G. Finlay, Pp.83, illustrated. Churchill
Livingstone, Edinburgh, London, Melbourne, New
York, 1984. £2.95.

This is an appropriate, well-timed and practical book
for every doctor's pocket. The summary of contents
allows for easy access and gives immediate insight for
dealing with the patient' symptoms. The problems of
terminal care are presented in a compact, precise
manner and the methods of procedures which follow
are succinct and self-explanatory. The diagrams and
tables are informative, easy to grasp, and lend a touch
of variety to the style of the presentation.
The authors have given ofthemselves, showing their

expertise together with immense sympathy, empathy
and compassion for both the patients and their carers.
Particularly outstanding are the opening chapters
which convey admirably the holistic approach so
crucial in meeting the needs of the dying patient and
his family.
The section on symptom control is a must since the

patient's viewpoint, subsequent assessment, choice of
analgesia, drugs to avoid and the necessity for 24 hour
pain control are all so clearly set out leaving no room
for confusion.
The information covering grief, religious differences

and the practicalities involved when death occurs, is
most welcome as these subjects have been somewhat
neglected in the past.
On the whole the book provides a sound basis for

permitting doctor, nurse and family to grasp the basic
knowledge and apply its principles in coping with the
various problems which beset the terminally ill. It is
excellent teaching material and should play an impor-
tant part in every medical and nursing syllabus.

Pearl M. Dorsaion,
MacMillan Sister, Whittington Hospital,

London N.19.

Coordinated Diagnostic Imaging, edited by Joseph F.
Simeone, Clinics in Diagnostic Ultrasound. Vol. 14,
Pp.xx + 345, illustrated. Churchill Livingstone, New
York, Edinburgh, London, Melbourne, 1984. £36.00.

Some British readers may be unfamiliar with the term
Imaging Algorithm. It is used extensively in this

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.61.716.555-b on 1 June 1985. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://pmj.bmj.com/


556 BOOK REVIEWS

volume and describes possible pathways of diagnostic
steps in elucidating clinical problems. Essentially it
represents a co-ordinated approach of all imaging
techniques in the evaluation and management of
patients. Algorithms are primarily intended to guide
clinicians in conventional approaches since radiolog-
ists will carry in their mind their own series and
sequence tests (i.e. a personal working algorithm).
The relative merits of plain and contrast radiogra-

phy, tomography, angiography, CAT scanning,
ultrasound and nuclear medicine in relation to par-
ticular clinical situations are discussed. There is an
honest and forthright approach to the limitations of
imaging techniques and sensible discussion of each
modality in the build-up ofthe algorithm. It is possible
that a readermay wish to take exception to some ofthe
pathways suggested but this will inevitably depend on
the resources available locally to the clinician and
radiologist. Nowhere, however, will the reader fail to
appreciate the excellent common sense clinical
approach.

This volume fills a gap in the library. It co-ordinates
information from all branches of imaging in a lucid
and straightforward manner in some vital clinical
situations. Clinicians with an interest in imaging will
not be able to resist this book, especially if they have
ready access to CAT scanning. It is not specifically
designed as a reference book for radiologists but all
practising the art will wish to refer to it. A most
excellent volume and compulsive reading.

Geoffrey Lawton,
Royal Northern Hospital,

London N.7.

Expedition Medicine. A Planning Guide, Third edition,
Robin N. Illingworth, Pp.vii + 55. Blackwell Scien-
tific Publications, Oxford, London, Edinburgh, Bos-
ton, Melbourne, 1984. £4.95.

This booklet was originally published in 1976 for
leaders of the Brathay Exploration Group to which
the author is honorary medical adviser. Eight concise
chapters cover general medical problems of cold,
excessive heat, high altitudes, caving and diving
together with less obvious subjects such as insurance
(and how to organize it) and the export of drugs. The
booklet concludes with detailed lists ofequipment and
drugs with specific additions for arctic, tropical, ocean
and high altitude use.
The author uses his great personal expedition

experience and knowledge as a consultant in accident
and emergency medicine to assemble a book that is
short, simple yet comprehensive. The emphasis is on
the prevention of disease by careful planning; this is
not an emergency textbook - nor did it set out to be -
and its value is that it sets out so clearly the prepara-
tions for expeditions. Here you will find where to order
wound dressings, export certificates, the plastic spoon
for measuring salt and sugar for an electrolyte solu-
tion, where to buy water cleaning pumps, purifying
tablets and who needs immunization against rabies -
and much more. Useful addresses abound.

I recommend it as a standard reference both before a
trip and in the field, for doctors, expedition organizers
and leaders. It is light, tough and sensible and I won't
be without it in future.

Charles Clarke,
Mountain Medicine Data Centre,

cdo Department of Neurological Sciences,
St Bartholomew's Hospital,

London ECIA 7BE.

The Harriet Lane Handbook. A Manual for Pediatric
House Officers. 10th Edition, edited by Cynthia H.
Cole. Pp.x + 377, illustrated. Year Book Publishers,
Chicago, 1984. £14.50.

An handbook is essential for the busy paediatric house
officer; I used this one for a month and found it
invaluable. A section on diagnostic tests includes
practical procedures from arterial sampling to
peritoneal dialysis, and relevant tests for cardiac,
endocrine and metabolic function. Throughout this
and other sections of the book relevant and up to date
references are given.
The formulary covers a very wide range of drugs,

with relevant age group dosages as well as side effects,
contraindications and emergency use. The generic and
the American trade names are listed. Other useful lists
include the use of digoxin, cytotoxics, and anti-
arrhythmics, plus use of drugs in renal failure and
breastfeeding. The therapeutic data section was
frequently used, with data on fluid and electrolyte
treatment, and acute care of bums, poisoning, and
neurological emergencies. For the neonatal officer the
perinatal section includes fetal and gestational age
assessment, premature growth charts and placement
oT umbilical vessel catheters. The reference data is
crammed full of charts, figures and formulae. The
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