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REPORr OF COMMITTEE FOR LEGALIZING
EUGENIC STERILIZATION.

The above report has been drawn up by
the committee of the Eugenic Society and
it will at once be obvious that they have
reviewed the subject with considerable skill
and precision.

Introductory remarks emphasize a sub-
stantial increase in the incidence of mental
defectives during the past twenty years, the
inability of high-grade mental defectives to
regulate the births of their children, the
legal ambiguity in regard to eugenic sterili-
zation at present existing in this country,
the reduced expenditure which may be
anticipated ultimately if sterilization be
legalized, &c.
The report proceeds to establish the

element of heredity in mental defectives and
the fact that feeble minded high-grade
defectives (the social problem group which
has been referred to by Sir George Newman
of the Ministry of Health) tend to spring
from a group roughly estimated as com-
prising a tenth of the total population of the
country; it is suggested that the eugenic and
economic interests of the community will
best be served if the fertility of this group be
limited.
The report includes an excellent survey

of the sterilization laws at present operative
in other countries-the United States of
America, where the tendency has been
towards voluntary rather than compulsory
sterilization, Alberta (Canada) the first part
of the British Empire which has adopted a
law for the compulsory sterilization of the
inmates of mental hospitals and institutes
for the feeble minded before discharge,
Switzerland and Denmark; it points out
moreover that in California where the law
became operative in I909, the policies of
sterilization and segregation already work
harmoniously and reduce the anti-social
activities of the'defectives to a minimum.

The report of the Mental Deficiency
Committee is noted, also their recommenda-
tions in regard to improved ascertainment,
increased institutional accommodation, &c.,
and a concluding section is devoted to the
draft proposals of a Bill by which a system
of voluntary sterilization could be inter-
woven with the recommendations of the
Mental Deficiency Committee.
The Eugenics Society is to be congratu-

lated upon the clarity of its report and the
practical value of its several recommenda-
tions; we are of opinion that it should be
widely circulated.
The report (price 6d.) may be obtained by

application to the Secretary, The Eugenics
Society, 20, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W. i.

MODERN INFANT-FEEDING. By Bernard
Myers, C.M.G., M.D., M.R.C.P.,
Physician to In-Patients at the Royal
Waterloo Hospital for Children and
Women, London; Physician and
Administrator to the Children's Clinic,
Marylebone Road, London, N.W.;
Consulting Physician to the Babies
Hostel, Alexandra Road, N.W. London:
Jonathan Cape, 30, Bedford Square.
I930. Pp. i60. Price 5s.

This small book provides a welcome
addition to Crookshank's Modern Treatment
Series.

It deals with the whole subject of
infant-feeding in comprehensive fashion,
also certain of the alimentary and nutri-
tional derangements peculiar to infancy and
early childhood.
An admirable chapter is devoted to breast-

feeding, its general management from the
child's point of view and details concerning
maternal welfare during lactation.
The artificial feeding of infants is discussed

thoroughly in every detail, revealing Dr.
Bernard Myers' long practical experience at
its best; all the various modifications of
cow's milk, caloric values, essentials with
regard to the preparation of feeds, selection
and care of bottles, &c., are amply described

copyright.
 on M

ay 17, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://pm
j.bm

j.com
/

P
ostgrad M

ed J: first published as 10.1136/pgm
j.6.61.13-a on 1 O

ctober 1930. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://pmj.bmj.com/


14 POST-GRADUATE NEWS

and an excellent table is provided showing
the varieties and composition of dried milks.
Much useful information will be found in

the final chapter of the book which deals
with the differential diagnosis and treatment
of marasmus.

Several well chosen tables have been used
to illustrate the text, the bibliography is well
arranged and the index has been skilfully
compiled.
The book is nicely conceived and the

subject matter is clearly expressed; it will
be, we feel, a thoroughly reliable acquisition
to all interested in the subject of infant
feeding.

POST-GRADUATE NEWS.

THE following Special Courses have been
arranged for October: Cardiology, October
6th to I8th, at the National Hospital for
Diseases of the Heart, occupying the whole
of each day. The fee for the Course is
£7 7s., and the number of entrants is strictly
limited to twenty. Diseases of the Throat,
Nose, and Ear, October 6 to November i,
at the Central London Throat, Nose and
Ear Hospital, Gray's Inn Road, occupying
the whole of each day with lectures, demon-
strations and operations. The fee for the
Clinical Course is £,5 5s.; for Ihe Operative
Class (number limited) £7 7s.; for the
Pathology Class (number limited) .5 5s.;
for the Peroral Endoscopy Class (number
strictly limited) £6 6s. The Clinical Course
may be taken alone, or the Clinical Course
may be taken in conjunction with one or
more of the other classes. The whole
course is especially suitable for D.L.O.
students, but is not restricted to those wish-
ing to sit for the examinatiop. Tropical
Medicine, October 6 to October 24, at the
Hospital for Tropical Diseases, 25, Gordon
Street, occupying from 11 a.m. to 3.30 p.m.
daily. The fee for the Course is £8 8s., and

the Course includes laboratory demonstra-
tions in Clinical Pathology as well as
lectures and demonstrations. Gynaecology,
October 13 to October 24, at the Chelsea
Hospital for Women, occupying some
mornings and every afternoon. The fee is
£5 5s. Diseases of Children, October 27
to November 8, at the Hospital for Sick
Children, Great Ormond Street, occupying
the mornings only. The Course is limited
to twenty, and a minimum of twelve entries
is required; the fee is '5 5s. Orthopaedics,
October 27 to November 8, at the Royal
National Orthopaedic Hospital, Great Port-
land Street, occupying the whole of each
day with operations in the early morning
(9 a.m., 9.30 a.m. or so a.m.), followed by
lecture-demonstrations, and clinical work
in the O.P. department each afternoon. A
minimum of ten entries is required, and
the fee is .3 3s. Ophthalmology, October 27
to Novemnber 15, at the Royal Westminster
Ophthalmic Hospital, Broad Street, occupy-
ing every afternoon with clinical instruction
and operations. The fee is Jo4 4s.

M.R.C.P. EVENING COURSE.
An evening course of lectures suitable for

candidates for the M.R.C.P. examination
will begin on October 7 and continue until
December 2, taking place twice a week at the
Medical Society lecture room, ii, Chandos
Street, Cavendish Square. The fee for
seventeen lectures is ,6 6s.; in addition
there will be two special ophthalmic demon-
strations, fee Ios. 6d. per demonstration.
The fees may be paid in advance or at the
lecture room, to the Fellowship of Medicine.
The lectures to be given in October are as
follows:-
October 7, 8.30 p.m.-Dr. L. J. Witts,

"Recent Work on the Liver."
Oqtober 0, 8.30 p.m.-Dr. L. J. Witts,

" Blood Diseases."
October 13, 5 p.m.-Mr. C. L. Gimblett,

"General Medical Ophthal-
mology," illustrated by
epidiascope.
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