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REPORr OF COMMITTEE FOR LEGALIZING
EUGENIC STERILIZATION.

The above report has been drawn up by
the committee of the Eugenic Society and
it will at once be obvious that they have
reviewed the subject with considerable skill
and precision.

Introductory remarks emphasize a sub-
stantial increase in the incidence of mental
defectives during the past twenty years, the
inability of high-grade mental defectives to
regulate the births of their children, the
legal ambiguity in regard to eugenic sterili-
zation at present existing in this country,
the reduced expenditure which may be
anticipated ultimately if sterilization be
legalized, &c.
The report proceeds to establish the

element of heredity in mental defectives and
the fact that feeble minded high-grade
defectives (the social problem group which
has been referred to by Sir George Newman
of the Ministry of Health) tend to spring
from a group roughly estimated as com-
prising a tenth of the total population of the
country; it is suggested that the eugenic and
economic interests of the community will
best be served if the fertility of this group be
limited.
The report includes an excellent survey

of the sterilization laws at present operative
in other countries-the United States of
America, where the tendency has been
towards voluntary rather than compulsory
sterilization, Alberta (Canada) the first part
of the British Empire which has adopted a
law for the compulsory sterilization of the
inmates of mental hospitals and institutes
for the feeble minded before discharge,
Switzerland and Denmark; it points out
moreover that in California where the law
became operative in I909, the policies of
sterilization and segregation already work
harmoniously and reduce the anti-social
activities of the'defectives to a minimum.

The report of the Mental Deficiency
Committee is noted, also their recommenda-
tions in regard to improved ascertainment,
increased institutional accommodation, &c.,
and a concluding section is devoted to the
draft proposals of a Bill by which a system
of voluntary sterilization could be inter-
woven with the recommendations of the
Mental Deficiency Committee.
The Eugenics Society is to be congratu-

lated upon the clarity of its report and the
practical value of its several recommenda-
tions; we are of opinion that it should be
widely circulated.
The report (price 6d.) may be obtained by

application to the Secretary, The Eugenics
Society, 20, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W. i.

MODERN INFANT-FEEDING. By Bernard
Myers, C.M.G., M.D., M.R.C.P.,
Physician to In-Patients at the Royal
Waterloo Hospital for Children and
Women, London; Physician and
Administrator to the Children's Clinic,
Marylebone Road, London, N.W.;
Consulting Physician to the Babies
Hostel, Alexandra Road, N.W. London:
Jonathan Cape, 30, Bedford Square.
I930. Pp. i60. Price 5s.

This small book provides a welcome
addition to Crookshank's Modern Treatment
Series.

It deals with the whole subject of
infant-feeding in comprehensive fashion,
also certain of the alimentary and nutri-
tional derangements peculiar to infancy and
early childhood.
An admirable chapter is devoted to breast-

feeding, its general management from the
child's point of view and details concerning
maternal welfare during lactation.
The artificial feeding of infants is discussed

thoroughly in every detail, revealing Dr.
Bernard Myers' long practical experience at
its best; all the various modifications of
cow's milk, caloric values, essentials with
regard to the preparation of feeds, selection
and care of bottles, &c., are amply described
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